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SERMON  BY  THE  REV.  GEORGE  JACKSON  OF 

EDINBURGH. 

August  18. 

It  has  been  laid  on  my  heart  to  try  and  say  something  tonight 
that  will  be  in  some  sort  at  least  preparatory  or  introductory 
to  the  important  series  of  conferences  on  evangelistic  work 
which  are  to  be  held  tomorrow  morning.  I  have  therefore 
selected  the  closing  verses  of  St.  Matthew’s  Gospel,  from  the 
1 2th  verse. 

Some  one  has  pointed  out  that  these  closing  verses  of  St. 
Matthew’s  Gospel  fall  naturally  into  two  equal  sections  of  five 
verses  each.  The  first  section  contains  what  has  been  called 
the  programme  of  the  enemies  of  Christ :  “Say  ye,  His  disci¬ 
ples  came  by  night,  and  stole  Him  away  while  we  slept.”  The 
second  section  contains  what  has  been  called  the  programme  of 
Christ  Himself :  “Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  make  disciples 
of  all  the  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.”  The  striking  jux¬ 
taposition  of  these  exactly  equal,  and  yet  strangely  different 
paragraphs  of  Scripture  may  give  emphasis  to  the  one  great 
truth  for  which  for  a  little  while  I  wish  to  speak  this  evening. 
Set  these  two  paragraphs  over  against  each  other  again  for  a 
moment.  You  will  see  that  at  no  time  do  they  touch.  Christ’s 
programme  follows  that  of  His  enemies,  but  it  does  not  meet  it. 
it  does  not  discuss  it.  It  simply  ignores  it.  Christ  had  His  own 
work  to  do,  and  He  does  it  without  regard  either  to  theirs  or 
to  them.  He  might  have  turned  upon  them  and  rent  them,  but 
He  chose  rather  to  fulfil  His  own  ends.  He  does  a  great  work 
who  overthrows  error.  He  does  a  greater  work  who  establishes 
truth ;  and  it  was  to  that  greater  work  that  all  the  disciples 
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put  their  hands  when  He  charged  them  to  preach  His  gospel 
to  the  whole  creation.  I  want  to  emphasize  the  truth  that 
where  the  Bible  and  the  New  Testament  are  concerned  propa¬ 
gation  is  our  first  duty  and  our  best  effect.  There  is  no  argu¬ 
ment  for  the  Bible  like  its  circulation.  The  true  defenders 
of  the  faith  are  not  faith’s  apologists,  but  faith’s  apostles.  The 
Christian  life  at  home  and  abroad  must  always  be  the  supreme 
apologetic.  There  is,  however,  in  saying  that,  not  the  smallest 
depreciation  of  the  work  of  the  Christian  students  and  thinkers. 
Never,  perhaps,  have  these  had  graver  responsibilities  laid 
upon  them  than  are  theirs  today.  It  is  not  only  that  the  whole 
vast  body  of  the  Church  has  to  be  guarded  against  the  incur¬ 
sions  of  an  ever-watchful  foe,  but  those  within  the  Church. 
We  have  learned  today  that  the  questions  scholars  raise  must 
be  answered  by  scholars.  Nevertheless,  there  is  a  Divine  order 
which  may  not  be  reversed.  We  are  not  depreciating  certain 
things  when  we  say  that  important  as  they  may  be  they  are  not 
the  first  things  and  have  no  right  to  the  first  place ;  and  in  the 
Divine  order  the  apologist  stands  always  behind  the  mission¬ 
ary.  Not  to  defend,  but  to  proclaim  the  truth,  must  always 
be  the  primary  obligation  of  the  Christian  church.  I  am  aware 
that  that  is  all  commonplace  enough.  My  apology  must  be  that 
in  days  of  controversy  like  these  things  are  likely  to  get  out  of 
their  true  relations. 

We  gravely  misunderstand  Christianity  if  we  suffer  our¬ 
selves  to  think  of  it  mainly  as  matter  for  controversy.  It  never 
begins  by  saying,  come  now,  let  us  have  an  argument.  It 
stands  in  the  world’s  great  judgment  hall  and  proclaims  every¬ 
where  the  way  of  truth.  Charles  Sumner  was  asked  to  hear 
the  other  side  of  slavery.  “The  other  side,”  he  said.  “There 
is  no  other  side.”  That  is  how  Christianity  speaks.  Brethren, 

I  am  persuaded  that  we  need  today  to  get  back  again  that 
somewhat  imperial  accent.  We  have  grown  too  apologetic. 
We  have  been  too  much  concerned  about  the  enemy  and  too 
studious  of  his  programmes.  We  have  spoken  too  often  as  men 
whose  first  business  was  to  keep  up  one  end  of  a  difficult  argu¬ 
ment.  I  think  it  is  time  to  do  our  own  business  and  do  our  own 
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work.  It  is  time  to  put  the  fear  of  the  skeptic  away  from  before 
our  eyes.  The  men  who  wrote  the  New  Testament  did  not 
speak  as  men  who  had  some  small  contribution  to  make ;  as  men 
who  knew  they  might  be  in  the  right,  but  that  they  might  be  in 
the  wrong.  They  spoke  it  as  the  word  of  revelation.  Again,  to¬ 
ward  the  Word,  our  first  duty  is  not  its  defense,  but  its  declara¬ 
tion.  Mark  you,  the  declaration  in  the  long  run  proves  to  be  the 
best  defense.  Men  talk  sometimes  about  proving  Christianity 
as  if  it  were  a  kind  of  mathematical  problem  through  which 
you  could  diligently  work  your  way  to  the  bottom.  You  can 
not  prove  Christianity.  Christianity  must  prove  itself.  Paul 
said,  the  Gospel  is  the  power  of  God.  It  is  a  distinct  force. 
Therefore  it  is  to  be  proven,  not  by  argument,  but  by  what  it 
does.  When  John  sent  two  of  his  disciples  to  Jesus  to  ask 
Him,  “Art  Thou  He  that  should  come?  or  look  we  for  an¬ 
other?”  do  we  read  that  Jesus  said  anything?  We  read  that 
“He  cured  many  of  their  infirmities  and  plagues,  and  of  evil 
spirits ;  and  unto  many  that  were  blind  He  gave  sight.”  He 
answered  and  said,  “Go  your  way  and  tell  John  what  things  ye 
have  seen  and  heard.”  There  is  the  real  silencing  answer.  Not 
in  words  of  persuasive  wisdom.  If  you  want  to  see  Christian¬ 
ity  in  all  the  greatness  of  its  strength  you  must  see  it  at  work. 
As  long  as  it  only  argues  somebody  else  will  argue  back  again. 
When  it  works  it  puts  all  its  adversaries  to  flight.  God,  who 
answered  by  healing  men,  must  be  God. 

On  November  io,  1793,  we  read  that  the  Goddess  of  Reason 
was  enshrined  in  Paris  on  the  high  altar  of  Notre  Dame.  What 
answer  shall  faith  make  to  the  impious  challenge  ?  On  Novem¬ 
ber  nth,  the  very  next  day,  William  Carey  landed  at  Calcutta. 
That  is  our  answer  to  the  challenge  of  the  enemy.  Faith  lives 
by  its  evangelists.  Its  defense  is  its  diffusion.  Through  all 
the  Church’s  long  past  the  open  door  of  escape  has  been  found 
in  unfaltering  obedience  to  her  Lord’s  commands.  Will  you 
bear  with  me  as  I  draw  from  the  open  book  of  the  Church’s  his¬ 
tory  and  enforce  that  one  fact.  Go  back  for  a  moment  to  the 
first  days  of  the  Church’s  history  and  to  that  momentous  con¬ 
troversy  by  which  the  Church  was  then  fraught.  Was  circum- 
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cision  necessary  to  salvation?  To  become  a  Christian,  must  a 
Gentile  first  become  a  Jew?  Upon  its  answer  depended 
whether  or  not  Christianity  was  to  become  the  faith  of  man¬ 
kind,  or  to  be  only  the  creed  of  an  obscure  Jewish  sect.  How 
was  the  question  settled?  By  the  logical  facts.  While  the 
Christian  leaders  debated  the  matter,  the  Christian  Jews,  scat¬ 
tered  abroad  by  the  persecution,  went  everywhere  preacning 
their  new  found  faith.  Peter  baptized  the  eunuch.  While 
Peter  yet  spoke  in  the  house  of  a  Roman  centurion  the  Holy 
Spirit  fell  on  all  those  that  heard  the  word.  In  Paul's  first  mis¬ 
sionary  journey  God  opened  the  door  of  faith  unto  the  Gen¬ 
tiles.  What  was  the  use  of  arguing  on  facts  like  these?  It 
was  said  at  one  time,  that  life  in  the  sea  was  impossible  at  a 
greater  depth  than  four  hundred  feet,  because  of  the  enormous 
pressure  and  absence  of  light.  Then  came  the  later  knowledge 
that  from  the  enormous  depth  of  five  miles  there  were  brought 
up  healthy,  living  creatures  with  eyes  in  their  heads.  Aftei 
that  the  old  theory  had  just  to  be  let  out  to  make  room  for  the 
news  facts.  I  think  something  like  that  happened  in  the  history 
of  the  early  Christian  church.  Where  was  the  use  of  arguing 
that  Judaism  was  the  only  door,  when  manifestly  many  men 
would  enter  who  had  not  entered  by  that  door?  Where  had 
Peter  learned  that  argument?  Not  in  Jerusalem,  but  in  Sa¬ 
maria,  Caesarea,  in  Antioch.  In  preaching  the  Gospel,  its  true 
meaning  and  content  were  learned.  The  thought  of  the  church 
stretched  out  its  hands  to  save  others  and  in  doing  so  saved 
itself. 

Turn  from  the  first  century  to  the  seventh,  and  again  you 
shall  see  the  Church  saved  by  the  missionary ;  and  yet  again, 
from  the  seventh  to  the  eighteenth,  to  the  story  of  our  great 
evangelical  revival.  There  is  no  necessity  to  dwell  upon  the 
religious  condition  of  England  before  that  revival  had  done  its 
work.  What,  I  venture  to  think,  is  not  so  often  observed  is  the 
decay  of  religion  remaining  unchecked  even  when,  as  is  now 
admitted  on  all  sides,  the  logical  victory  lies  with  Christian 
orthodoxy.  I  am  not  depreciating  the  work  of  the  Christian 
student  and  thinker,  but  the  fact  remains,  the  real  victors  in 
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that  fierce  fight  with  sin  and  error  were  not  faith’s  apologists, 
but  faith’s  apostles.  The  kingdom  of  God  is  not  in  word,  but  in 
power. 

A  last  illustration  I  take  from  our  own  time.  It  is  a  fact 
pretty  well  understood  today  that  about  thirty  years  ago,  in  the 
early  seventies,  the  tide  of  unbelief  in  England  was  once  more 
at  the  front.  What  has  turned  the  tide,  for  unquestioningly 
the  tide  is  turned?  Morley,  Clifford,  Tyndale  and  Bradford 
were  answered  on  their  own  ground.  But,  once  again,  the 
real  silencing  answer  came  not  from  the  presentation  of  the 
Gospel  as  a  system,  but  from  its  manifestation  as  a  power.  On 
the  17th  of  June,  1873,  two  American  evangelists  landed  in 
Liverpool  to  begin  that  marvelous  spiritual  campaign,  the  re¬ 
sults  of  which  are  with  us  in  our  churches  in  Great  Britain  to 
this  day.  What  Moody  did  for  Scotland  you  may  learn  in  part 
by  reading  George  Adam  Smith’s  “Life  of  Drummond.  ’  What 
Moody  did  for  England  has  yet  worthily  to  be  told.  But  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  judgment  of  one  of  your  American  writers,  Philip 
Schaff,  will  be  confirmed,  which  says,  that  as  the  progress  of 
deism  was  stopped,  so  it  was  these  two  plain  American  laymen 
who  turned  the  tide  of  modern  fatalism  and  materialism. 

Now,  brethren,  what  is  the  issue?  What  does  it  mean  for  us 
today?  If  I  have  not  failed  entirely  to  read  the  significance 
of  these  chapters  in  the  Church’s  history  at  which  we  have 
been  taking  a  most  hasty  and  cursory  glance  the  meaning  is 
this :  that  more  and  yet  more  we  must  bend  our  best  energies 
to  the  work  of  propagation.  Expansion  must  be  our  watch¬ 
word.  The  Church  still  has  her  problems  to  face,  and  still,  as 
of  old,  the  answer  to  them  is  in  the  way  of  obedience  to  her 
Lord’s  command.  Just  because  Christianity  is  what  it  is,  not  a 
system,  an  idea,  but  a  life,  therefore,  the  final,  ultimate  vindica¬ 
tion  must  come,  not  from  the  world  of  thought  and  speculation, 
but  from  the  world  of  conduct  and  of  life. 

Consider  the  questions  of  today:  Is  Christianity  for  all 
men  ?  By  what  rights  do  we  speak  of  our  religion  as  the  uni¬ 
versal  religion?  Is  this  Book  the  final  Word  concerning  man 
and  man’s  relations  to  the  Infinite,  or  is  it  only,  as  one  writer 


has  called  it,  our  last  great  religious  synthesis,  by  and  by  to  be 
incorporated  in  some  wider  and  larger  gospel?  Scholarship 
has  both  its  duties  and  its  rights,  but  I  am  here  to  maintain 
that  first  of  all  these  are  problems  not  for  the  scholar,  but  for 
the  preacher ;  for  the  evangelist,  for  the  missionary.  Questions 
like  these  are  not  to  be  worked  out  like  a  schoolboy’s  sum 
upon  the  slate.  They  must  be  worked  out,  and  the  answer 
must  be  God  forever  in  the  life  of  the  Church  and  the  manifold 
activities  of  the  mission  field.  The  student  of  comparative  reli¬ 
gions,  with  his  little  table  of  parallel  columns,  may  demonstrate 
for  us  the  history  of  every  other  religion  and  the  adaptability 
to  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men,  but  once  more  I  say,  you 
can  not  prove  Christianity  on  paper.  Christianity  must  prove 
itself,  and  the  final  demonstration  must  be  given  in  the  facts  of 
life  and  the  experience  of  the  world.  Henry  Drummond  used 
to  say  the  evidence  of  Christianity  is  not  the  evidences.  The 
evidence  for  Christianity  is  a  Christian,  and  we  must  multiply 
him.  Yes,  brethren,  and  even  in  the  face  of  some  of  our 
controversies,  in  which,  as  it  seems  to  some  amongst  us,  the 
knife  is  turned  against  the  Church’s  very  heart,  even  then, 
our  duty  lies  unchanged.  It  is  not  for  us  to  stand  idly  by 
waiting  until  scholars  shall  give  us  back  our  Bible  from  the 
fires  of  criticism  through  which  it  is  being  passed.  We  have 
our  work  to  do  and  the  unsolved  problems  of  the  study  may 
lie  upon  us.  Let  us  not  in  our  weak  faith  be  fearful  for  the  ark 
of  God.  It  needs  no  propping  from  our  timid  hands.  It  stands 
in  its  own  unaided  strength.  I  remember  hearing  about  a 
scientist  who  many  years  ago  invented  some  new  kind  of  light. 
When  the  discovery  was  complete  he  was  very  careful  to  build 
around  the  light  a  guard  of  exceptional  power  and  strength  in 
order  to  defend  it  from  the  violence  of  the  storm  and  tem¬ 
pest.  But  one  night  when  the  storm  raged  with  a  consum¬ 
ing  vehemence  his  guard  was  dashed  to  the  ground.  To 
his  extreme  amazement  the  light  burned  on  with  clear  and 
steady  radiance.  Have  we  never  had  an  experience  like 
that  concerning  our  Scriptures?  We  get  very  fearful  for 
the  old  Book  and  cast  about  for  some  sort  of  defense.  But 
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the  Bible  shines  in  the  brightness  of  its  own  quenchless 
light,  and  what  the  hand  of  God  hath  kindled  the  breath 
of  man  shall  never  put  out.  It  •came  to  be  a  part  of  my  duty 
a  few  weeks  ago  to  look  a  little  into  the  history  of  our 
great  National  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  and  I  can  not  tell 
you  with  what  inspiration  and  with  what  encouragement  it 
came  home  to  me  that  the  years  of  that  wonderful  society  s 
most  astounding  activity  coincided  almost  exactly  with  the 
growth  of  the  modern  critical  movement  of  the  Scriptures, 
pronouncing  no  judgment  upon  that  movement,  holding  leso 
lutely  to  its  own  declared  purpose  to  encourage  the  circulation 
of  the  Scriptures  without  note  or  comment.  It  has  been  the 
means  of  circulating  170  millions  copies  of  the  Scriptures  in  the 
language  of  seven-tenths  of  the  population  of  the  world.  It 
has  gone  out  literally  to  all  the  world  and  preached  the  Gospel 
to  every  creature.  It  has  placed  the  Word  of  God  in  the  hand 
of  man,  trusting  the  spiritual  energy  that  is  in  it,  confident  that 
it  would  proclaim  its  own  empire  over  the  hearts  and  the  lives 
of  men.  And,  brethren,  for  every  church  that  bears  the  name 
of  Christ  that  is  still  the  supreme  task.  The  kingdom  of 
heaven  is  like  unto  leaven  which  a  woman  took  and  hid  in 
three  measures  of  meal  till  the  whole  was  leavened.  It  is  for 
us  to  bring  the  leaven  to  the  meal.  May  God  help  us  to  be 
faithful. 


THE  GREATEST  OF  THE  THREE. 


Address  by  Rev.  Joseph  Kyle,  D.  D. 


In  three  consecutive  chapters  of  this  epistle  Paul  deals  with 
a  subject  of  surpassing  interest  to  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ, 
viz. :  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Touching  these  there  w  as 
manifestly  very  serious  misconception  on  the  part  of  some  of 
the  Corinthian  brethren.  They  held  in  unduly  exalted  estima¬ 
tion  certain  extraordinary  endowments  peculiar  to  a  few,  and 
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reckoned  as  of  comparatively  little  worth  the  common  gifts 
and  graces  within  the  reach  of  all.  Paul  showed  them  (refer¬ 
ring  for  illustration  to  the  members  of  the  human  body  with 
their  various  offices  yet  harmonious  exercise  of  functions)  that 
the  common  gifts  are  much  more  necessary  in  the  life  of  the 
Church  than  are  the  special  powers ;  and  that  instead  of  being 
held  in  light  esteem  these  should  receive  the  more  abundant 
honor.  These  brethren  thought  of  special  gifts  as  the  evidence 
of  God’s  special  favor  to  those  on  whom  they  had  been  be¬ 
stowed,  designating  such  to  special  distinction  above  their  fel¬ 
lows.  Paul  taught  them  that  while  the  manifestation  of  the 
Spirit  is  given  to  every  one  to  profit  withal,  such  profiting  is 
not  designed  to  be  to  personal  advantage  but  to  the  edification 
of  the  body  of  Christ ;  and  that,  as  in  every  other  sphere  of 
privilege  and  honor,  the  greatest  of  all  is  servant  of  all. 

Wonderful  are  these  gifts  from  the  greatest  to  the  least  as  we 
think  of  their  origin  and  purchase  price.  They  are  a  part  of 
the  reward  of  our  Lord’s  obedience  unto  death.  It  is  of  them 
David  sings  in  that  psalm  which  anticipates  Calvary  and  Pente¬ 
cost,  “Thou  hast  ascended  on  high,  Thou  hast  led  captivity 
captive :  Thou  hast  received  gifts  for  men.”  Wonderful  are 
they  also  as  we  think  of  the  method  of  their  distribution.  In 
this  all  the  persons  of  the  Trinity  are  engaged.  “Now  there 
are  diversities  of  gifts,  but  the  same  Spirit.  And  there  are 
differences  of  administrations,  but  the  same  Lord.  And  there 
are  diversities  of  operations,  but  it  is  the  same  God  which 
worketh  all  in  all.”  Marvelous  beyond  description  are  the 
freeness  and  graciousness  with  which  they  are  given  to  those 
who  in  virtue  of  their  relation  to  Jesus  Christ  are  entitled  to 
enjoy  them.  Whosoever  will  let  him  “receive  the  Holy  Spirit,” 
and  in  his  fulness  possess  all  the  graces  that  are  the  beauty  and 
the  glory  of  the  heavenly  life  itself. 

And  yet  there  is  a  distinction  which  the  Spirit  Himself  has 
made.  All  these  gifts  are  not  reckoned  by  the  giver  as  equal 
in  worth  and  honor.  And  in  his  assignment  to  rank  and  sta¬ 
tion,  as  in  all  his  sovereign  appointments,  God’s  ways  are  not 
as  man’s  ways,  His  thoughts  are  not  as  man’s  thoughts.  The 
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‘‘last,”  as  men  rate  order  and  standing,  is  often  first,  the 
‘‘first”  is  sometimes  “last." 

One  star  in  the  visible  firmament  differeth  from  another  star 
in  glory  but  not  as  the  human  eye  judges  the  diversity.  Venus 
outshines  Sirius  to  our  vision,  yet  the  mass  of  the  stai  is  one 
million  times  greater  than  the  mass  of  the  planet  and  He  shine> 
with  the  light  of  a  hundred  suns.  So  is  it  also  in  the  galaxy  of 
the  heavenly  graces.  “Tongues,”  “knowledge,  prophecy, 
miraculous  power  of  whatever  character,  arrest  attention,  chal¬ 
lenge  admiration  and  may  even  excite  envy ;  but  the  Hoi} 
Spirit  who  best  knows  the  worthiness  of  His  own  great  gifts 
passes  these  by,  crowns  love  queen  of  all  the  graces  and  make:? 

faith  and  hope  to  be  next  unto  her. 

Of  that  famous  bodyguard  which  David  gathered  round  him 
the  last  year  of  his  exile  it  is  said  that  the  least  of  them  might 
contend  with  a  hundred  and  the  greatest  might  be  matcheo 
with  a  thousand  foes.  But  there  were  three  of  those  lion¬ 
faced  warriors  who  so  far  surpassed  their  fellows  in  prowess 
and  achievement  that  there  was  no  other  counted  worthy  to  be 
ranked  with  them  in  the  last  muster  of  the  mighties,  and  there 
was  one  who  was  easily  chief  of  the  three.  Of  that  blessed 
array  which  the  Holy  Spirit  has  brought  into  the  Church  for 
the  accomplishment  of  the  purpose  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  there 
are  three  that  are  great  above  all  other  gifts  and  graces  and 
there  is  one  that  is  greater  among  the  three.  “And  now  abideth 
faith,  hope,  love,  these  three ;  but  the  greatest  of  these  is  love.” 

What  gives  to  the  three  the  station  of  honor  above  all  others 
in  that  goodly  company?  and  what  gives  to  love  the  place  of 
eminence  among  the  three?  With  these  questions  we  shall 
have  'to  do  at  this  time. 

There  is  a  word  in  the  apostle’s  summing  up  of  the  excel¬ 
lencies  of  the  three  which  suggests  an  answer  to  the  fir^t  ques¬ 
tion,  “abideth” ;  a  word  which  closely  unites  the  three  in  honor, 
since  the  verb  is  singular  in  number  while  the  subject  is  three¬ 
fold  ;  yet  in  this  form  it  witnesses  also  to  the  ascendency  of  one, 
since  that  which  is  predicated  of  three  is  conspicuously  charac¬ 
teristic  of  one.  “Now  abideth  ’ — remaineth  endureth  though 
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all  things  else  shall  pass  away.  They  shall  have  endurance  in 
individual  Christians  to  whom  they  shall  be  imparted  and  they 
shall  have  continuance  from  generation  to  generation  and  from 
age  to  age  in  the  history  of  the  Church.  It  is  because  of  their 
permanence  that  they  receive  rank  above  all  other  graces. 
Over  the  triple  doorway  of  the  Milan  cathedral  it  is  said  there 
is  a  threefold  inscription.  Above  the  entrance  to  the  left, 
beneath  a  sculptured  cross,  these  words  appear :  “All  that 
which  troubles  is  but  for  a  moment over  the  passage  to  the 
right,  under  a  spray  of  roses  blooming  out  of  the  marble,  this 
sentiment  may  be  seen :  “All  that  which  pleases  is  but  for  a 
moment while  chiseled  deep  in  the  massive  blocks  that  form 
the  central  archway  is  this  significant  sentence  :  “That  only  is 
important  which  is  eternal.”  So  does  the  Holy  Spirit  give 
judgment  touching  His  own  great  gifts  to  men.  By  so  much 
as  they  are  permanent  in  their  ministry  in  eternal  things  are 
they  reckoned  honorable.  Extraordinary  gifts  such  as  the 
church  of  Corinth  rated  so  highly  were  not  to  endure.  When 
they  should  have  served  the  purpose  for  which  they  had  been 
given  they  were  to  be  withdrawn,  and  therefore  they  were  not 
to  be  counted  so  great  as  were  the  less  showy  graces,  the  right¬ 
ful  heritage  and  the  glory  of  all  the  members  of  the  church  to 
all  time  and  even  after  time. 

For  instance,  the  power  to  work  miracles  long  since  ceased. 
It  did  not  long  survive  the  last  of  the  apostle  band.  It  may 
fairly  be  inferred  from  the  words  of  Jesus  Christ  that  it  is  not 
His  purpose  ever  again  to  employ  this  gift  in  attestation  of  the 
truth,  for  He  warned  the  disciples,  and  through  them  warns  all 
believers,  to  be  on  their  guard  whensoever  they  shall  hear  any 
one  lay  claim  to  miraculous  power.  He  has  told  us  that  one  of 
the  signs  of  the  last  times  will  be  the  presence  of  Satan’s  emis¬ 
saries  in  the  world,  false  prophets,  whose  lying  wonders  will 
be  as  startling  as  they  are  deceptive.  So  also,  “gifts  of  heal¬ 
ing,"  such  as  were  in  the  mind  of  Paul  when  he  wrote  these 
words,  are  now  unknown,  and  have  been  unknown  almost  from 
the  date  of  this  writing.  Pretentious  claimants  to  such  powers 
have  arisen  in  almost  every  succeeding  generation,  even  as  our 
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Lord  declared  they  would  arise ;  but  their  works  will  not  en¬ 
dure  the  tests  to  which  a  miracle  must  be  subjected.  Accept 
them  at  their  own  rating,  they  are  pitiable  imitators  of  those 
whom  God  once  sent  forth  to  heal  “all  manner  of  sickness 
and  all  manner  of  diseases,”  imparting  strength  to  feet  that  had 
never  walked  and  hands  that  had  never  wrought,  giving  sound¬ 
ness  and  shapeliness  to  forms  that  Satan  had  bound  and  bowed 
down  for  many  years,  and  even  giving  life  to  the  dead. 

“Tongues”  have  ceased.  These  also  have  had  imitation  in 
later  times,  notably  among  the  followers  of  Edward  Irving; 
but  whatever  may  have  been  the  resemblance  to  the  original 
gift  in  any  case  the  similarity  has  been  vastly  less  than  identity. 
“Prophecy”  also  has  failed  in  so  far  as  the  prediction  of  future 
events  is  concerned.  No  one  now  stands  out  before  his  fellows 
to  say  in  the  spirit  of  a  Jeremiah  or  an  Agabus,  “Thus  saith  the 
Lord,”  so  shall  it  be  in  the  days  to  come.  In  its  secondary  and 
more  common  sense  prophecy  shall  fail  also,  for  it  is  written, 
touching  believers  in  the  blessed  age  to  come,  “And  they  shall 
teach  no  more  every  man  his  neighbor  and  every  man  his 
brother  saying,  know  the  Lord ;  for  they  shall  all  know  Me. 

Excellent  as  were  these  great  gifts,  well  serving  the  purpose 
they  were  designed  to  effect,  it  was  never  intended  that  they 
should  survive  the  necessity  which  called  them  into  exercise, 
and  on  this  account  they  must  take  rank  below  the  graces  that 
“abide.”  Faith  and  hope  and  love  have  the  chief  honor,  for  they 
have  endurance — permanence.  Times  and  seasons  change, 
generations  come  and  go,  new  occasions  may  call  for  different 
qualifications  on  the  part  of  messengers  and  ambassadors,  di¬ 
versities  of  operations  and  administrations  are  necessary  for  the 
accomplishment  of  the  unchanging  purpose  of  the  one  God 
who  worketh  all  in  all ;  but  from  the  beginning  to  the  ending, 
love  shall  never  fail  nor  change,  and  faith  and  hope  shall  abide 
with  her. 

Faith  abideth.  Faith  may  suffer  many  a  hard  sifting,  but 
never  shall  it  wholly  fail  while  Lie  whom  the  Father  heareth 
always  liveth  to  make  intercession.  The  Christian  may  be 
humbled.  John  Bunyan’s  picture  of  that  struggle  in  the  val- 
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ley  may  have  verisimilitude  in  the  experience  of  many  a  pil¬ 
grim  on  the  way  to  the  New  Jerusalem.  The  wrestler  with  the 
great  adversary  may  be  crushed  to  earth  and  in  his  fall  his 
hand  may  lose  its  hold  upon  the  Sword  of  the  Spirit,  but  Satan 
dare  not  touch  it  to  remove  it  out  of  reach.  With  a  mighty 
effort  it  shall  be  grasped  again,  and  one  thrust  of  the  two-edged 
weapon  in  the  hand  of  the  feeblest  faith  will  make  Apollyon 
give  back,  and  if  it  be  followed  with  blow  upon  blow  he  will 
soon  spread  his  dragon  wings  and  fly  away.  ‘‘This  is  the  vic¬ 
tory  that  overcometh”  all  things,  “even  our  faith."  The  believer 
will  always  be  compassed  with  infirmities,  must  sometimes  be 
burdened  with  trials,  and  may  even  be  harassed  with  doubts. 
Paul,  the  mighty  apostle  of  faith,  tells  of  “fightings  without  and 
fears  within."  The  past  may  have  been  full  of  pain;  the  pres¬ 
ent  may  have  a  bitterness  which  no  friend  but  One  can  under¬ 
stand  ;  and  the  future !  there  may  be  coming  events,  all  too 
clearly  foreseen,  which  can  not  be  averted  and  will  not  out  of 
mind,  in  whose  dark  shadows  cast  before  the  soul  may  lie  an 
anguish  not  unlike  Gethseinane's.  One  may  be  constrained  to 
cry  out  with  David,  “Hath  God  forgotten  to  be  gracious  ?  Hath 
He  in  anger  shut  up  His  tender  mercies!"  But  by  and  by 
the  better  thought  comes,  born  of  the  spirit  within,  “My  weak¬ 
ness  this,  yet  faith  doth  stand  recalling  years  of  God’s  right 
hand.’'  “Nevertheless  when  the  son  of  man  cometh  shall  he 
find  faith  on  the  earth?"  Himself  hath  answered,  “The  gates 
of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it."  Faith  abides,  and  “the 
faith"  shall  never  suffer  complete  eclipse. 

Hope  also  abideth.  It  was  the  beautiful  fancy  of  the  Greek 
poets  that  when  evil  first  entered  the  world,  the  guardian  deities 
of  mankind  all  forsook  the  friendless  guilty  mind,  but  “Hope, 
the  charmer,  lingered  still  behind."  That  fancy  has  a  solid  basis 
of  fact  in  a  better  hope  than  eye  has  ever  seen,  or  ear  had 
heard  or  heart  had  conceived,  but  for  the  revelation  of  the  Holv 
Spirit.  This  revelation  tells  us  of  a  hope  that  has  never  failed 
and  never  can  fail. 

Hope  passed  out  of  Eden  with  Adam  and  Eve  pointing  to  the 
way  then  guarded  by  Cherubim  with  sword  of  flame  by  which 


man  should  yet  return  to  the  Tree  of  Life.  Hope  entered  the 
ark  with  Noah,  and  came  out  with  him  with  eyes  fixed  on  the 
bow  set  in  the  cloud,  thenceforward  to  be  her  proper  symbol. 
Hope  sojourned  with  Abraham  in  Canaan  and  with  Jacob  in 
Egypt,  cheered  the  poor  bondmen  in  the  land  of  the  Pharaohs, 
marched  with  Moses  through  the  terrible  wilderness,  was  with 
Joshua  in  the  conquest  of  the  promised  land,  found  shelter 
within  the  curtains  of  the  tabernacle  and  the  courts  of  the  tem¬ 
ple,  comforting  and  encouraging  all  true-hearted  servitors  and 
worshipers  there,  from  Aaron  and  Eleazar  to  Zacharias  and 
Simeon  and  Anna.  Hope  sang  over  the  manger  at  Bethlehem, 
and  wept,  smiling  through  her  tears,  at  the  tomb  in  the  garden, 
lingered  with  the  stricken  company  in  the  upper  room  to  com¬ 
fort  them  as  they  mourned  a  buried  Master,  and  to  rejoice  with 
them  afterwards  as  they  welcomed  a  risen  Lord,  watched  with 
them  from  the  crest  of  Olivet  the  cloud  that  received  Him  out 
of  their  sight  and  fixed  forever  in  their  memories  the  angel’s 
word  announcing  His  return,  waited  with  them  for  the  promise 
of  the  Father  and  witnessed  with  them  its  fulfilment  in  the 
wonders  of  Pentecost.  And  from  that  day  forward,  whereso¬ 
ever  this  gospel  has  been  preached,  hope  has  kept  company  with 
the  messenger  pointing  him  onward  to  greater  and  better  things 
to  come.  There  may  be  days  of  gloom,  but  hope  says,  “In 
the  evening  time  it  shall  be  light.”  There  may  be  dark  and 
weary  ways  for  our  feet,  but  even  the  “Valley  of  Achor  shall 
be  a  door  of  hope,”  as  the  word  of  the  God  of  hope  is  true. 
And  in  the  grave  that  is  at  the  end  of  the  earthly  way  hope 
has  planted  a  branch  of  the  Tree  of  Life,  and  in  its  shade  the 
weary  pilgrim  lies  down  to  rest,  with  that  sweetest  of  all 
songs  in  the  night  in  his  heart,  “I  shall  be  satisfied  when  I 
awake  in  His  likeness.”  And  when  the  end  of  all  things  is 
at  hand,  when  men’s  hearts  shall  be  failing  them  for  fear,  when 
the  tribes  of  the  earth  shall  be  mourning,  when  the  sun  shall 
be  darkened  and  the  moon  shall  not  give  her  light,  when  the 
stars  of  heaven  shall  fall  and  the  powers  of  heaven  shall  be 
shaken,  even  then  hope,  bright-eyed,  buoyant,  expectant,  exult¬ 
ant  hope  shall  be  found  “looking  for  the  blessed  hope  and 
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glorious  appearing  of  our  great  God  and  Savior.”  Blessed  be 
the  God  of  hope,  now  and  evermore  abideth  hope. 

And  love  abideth  also ;  for  God  is  love.  Dwelling  in  God 
we  dwell  in  love  on  earth  or  in  heaven.  Where  God  is  and 
while  God  is  abideth  love.  These  are  they  which  God  hath 
anointed  with  the  oil  of  gladness  above  their  fellows.  Let  us 
follow  after  them ;  let  us  covet  earnestly  the  best  gifts. 

But  what  gives  to  love  the  place  of  eminence  among  the 
three  ?  Here  let  it  be  marked,  touching  the  scriptural  represen¬ 
tations  of  the  relations  which  the  three  graces  sustain  to  each 
other,  that  faith  is  the  fundamental  grace  without  which  neither 
hope  nor  love  nor  indeed  any  other  grace  is  possible ;  and  justi¬ 
fication  is  by  faith  alone.  No  other  grace  enters  in  to  complete 
faith’s  part.  Love’s  pre-eminence  is  not  due  to  the  fact  that  it 
perfects  that  which  faith  began  but  could  not  finish,  but  to  this, 
that  beginning  in  one  justified  by  faith,  love  continues  its 
manifold  exercises  even  when  that  which  is  peculiar  to  faith  has 
had  an  end.  The  comparison,  or  contrast,  as  you  will,  is  not 
with  faith’s  distinguishing  functions  in  uniting  the  soul  to 
Jesus  Christ,  but  with  that  office  of  faith  which  serves  to  main¬ 
tain  and  expand  and  perfect  the  life  that  is  thus  begun. 

Love’s  greatness  among  the  three  is  manifest  since,  even  in 
that  by  which  the  three  are  distinguished  above  all  other 
graces,  she  excels  her  sisters.  Faith  and  hope  will  continue 
in  the  life  to  come.  There  will  always  be  in  heaven  unques¬ 
tioning  trust,  implicit  confidence  in  God.  What  is  that  but 
faith  at  its  highest?  There  will  always  be  assured  expectation 
of  greater,  better  things  to  come,  as  the  glorified  soul  shall  in¬ 
crease  in  its  capacity  to  enjoy  them.  What  is  that  but  hope  at 
its  brightest  ?  But  some  of  the  exercises  of  faith  and  hope  will 
cease  when  our  change  shall  come  and  we  shall  be  with  Christ. 
Here  we  walk  by  faith  and  often  go  haltingly,  hesitatingly  on 
our  way ;  yonder  we  shall  walk  by  sight  and  shall  run  the  way 
of  our  Lord’s  commandment.  Touching  hope,  Paul  has  said, 
“Hope  that  is  seen  is  not  hope,  for  what  a  man  seeth,  why  doth 
he  yet  hope  for?”  That  which  was  matter  of  expectation  here 
has  become  matter  of  enjoyment  yonder.  These  two  great 


graces  shall  abide  but  they  shall  be  changed  in  the  life  that  is 
with  Christ.  They  do  not  disappear,  as  do  miracles  and  pro¬ 
phetic  speech,  but  they  undergo  a  transformation  suitable  to 
their  new  environment  and  employment.  Here  is  a  broken  and 
empty  chrysalis,  yonder  winged  beauty  sports  in  the  sunlight; 
but  the  life  that  flies  there  is  the  life  that  once  crawled  here. 
After  some  such  change  shall  love’s  companion  graces  abide 
with  her  forever.  But  in  every  sense,  the  widest,  the  deepest, 
the  highest,  she  herself  abides  unchanged  save  that  the  spirit 
in  which  she  has  her  eternal  throne  shall  be  warmed  and  puri¬ 
fied  with  the  holiness  of  heaven.  She  has  her  enduring  quality 
from  Him  who  is  "the  same  yesterday,  today  and  forever,” 
who  loves  with  an  "everlasting  love.’’  Mark  also  that  love 
is  the  grace  in  which  the  human  most  nearly  approaches  the 
divine,  and  on  this  account  is  worthiest  of  honor.  Faith  and 
hope  as  graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit  characterize  creature  life 
only.  They  may  not  be  attributed  to  God.  God  does  not  "be¬ 
lieve,”  God  does  not  "hope,”  but  God  does  "love.”  I  may  not 
say  God  is  faith  or  God  is  hope,  but  I  may  say,  for  He  has 
said  it  for  me,  "God  is  love.” 

Faith  and  hope  have  to  do  largely,  although  not  exclusively, 
with  self,  with  those  on  whom  they  have  been  bestowed ;  but 
love  operates  outside  of  self  almost  entirely.  Faith  is  the  re¬ 
ceiving,  the  appropriating  grace,  hope  is  the  comforting  grace 
which  fills  the  heart  with  joy  in  anticipation  of  greater  grace  to 
come  ;  love  is  the  giving,  the  blessing,  the  communicating  grace. 
It  is  indeed  like  Him  who  "gave  Himself  for  us,”  "emptied 
Himself”  and  "took  upon  Himself  the  form  of  a  servant.” 
Wherefore  God  also  hath  highly  exalted  love  and  given  to  her 
a  name  above  all  other  graces  that  cro*wn  the  life  from  heaven. 

Faith  must  have  some  foundation  on  which  to  rest,  and  hope 
must  have  an  anchorage,  but  love  of  her  own  essence  loves  and 
wonders  that  a  reason  for  her  love  should  be  required.  Like 
Him  in  whom  she  has  her  origin  and  her  perfect  manifestation, 
her  ways  are  above  all  question  or  interpretation. 

Love  is  so  great  a  grace  that  of  her  fulness  all  other  graces 
receive,  or  not  receiving  are  little  worth.  Though  one  speak 
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with  the  tongues  of  men  and  of  angels — and  how  the  world 
would  wonder  after  an  orator  gifted  with  angelic  powers  of 
speech ! — but  Paul  says  that  if  love  be  lacking  in  such  a  speaker 
his  words  shall  be  no  more  than  the  rattling  of  a  castanet  or  the 
tinkling  of  a  cymbal.  Though  one  might  have  the  gift  of  proph¬ 
ecy  in  such  large  measure  as  to  be  able  to  unveil  the  secret 
purposes  of  God  to  men,  and  the  faith  of  miracles,  which  the 
judgment  day  will  clearly  distinguish  from  the  faith  that  justi¬ 
fies  and  saves,  so  mighty  as  to  remove  mountains,  and  truly 
one  with  such  powers  would  have  no  lack  of  interested  specta¬ 
tors  and  auditors,  the  columns  of  the  press  would  be  filled  with 
his  words  and  the  record  of  his  deeds — but  if  love  be  absent  the 
judgment  of  inspiration  is  this,  he  is  “nothing.”  Still  more, 
though  one  pour  into  the  treasury  of  the  Lord  every  farthing 
of  his  wealth,  and  even  give  his  body  to  martyrdom  at  the 
stake — and  how  both  the  church  and  the  world  would  publish 
abroad  the  name  of  one  of  such  self-devotement — will  heaven 
honor  him?  Is  there  love  in  the  service?  If  not,  then,  Paul 
says,  “It  profiteth  nothing.”  Truly  in  the  light  of  this  repre¬ 
sentation,  touching  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  it  may  be  said  that 
love  is  all  and  in  all. 

The  gentleness  of  the  Giver  is  in  this  grace  likewise,  and 
such  gentleness  makes  great  and  worthy  of  great  honor. 
“Love  is  long  suffering  and  kind,”  “not  rendering  evil  for  evil, 
or  railing  for  railing,  but  contrary  wise  blessing;”  blessing 
those  that  curse,  doing  good  to  those  that  hate,  praying  for 
those  that  are  spiteful  and  persecuting.  “Love  envieth  not,” 
but  is  glad  in  the  prosperity  of  others,  and,  may  it  be  added 
without  presumption,  love  is  not  envied.  It  is  conceivable  that 
one  may  regard  certain  graces  of  the  Spirit  in  another  with 
feeling  akin  to  envy ;  but  in  whom  was  such  emotion  ever  ex¬ 
cited  at  the  thought  of  the  nameless  penitent’s  tribute  of  affec¬ 
tion  to  her  Lord,  as  she  knelt  at  his  feet,  bathing  them  with 
her  tears  and  wiping  them  with  her  hair  ?  Love  seems  to  move 
upon  a  plane  above  the  reach  of  earth-born  envy.  “Love 
seeketh  not  her  own.”  There  is  no  more  Christlike  characteris¬ 
tic  than  this — “seeketh  not  her  own.”  What  an  immense 
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amount  of  petty  meanness  and  disgraceful  wrangling  and  un- 
brotherly  contention,  such  as  have  sometimes  grieved  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  have  made  a  church  or  a  family  the  laughing-stock 
of  wicked  men  and  demons,  might  have  been  avoided,  had  the 
love  that  seeketh  not  her  own  always  ruled  in  the  hearts  of 
God’s  people.  Love  “is  not  easily  provoked” — is  not  quick  to 
take  offense,  does  not  indulge  in  sharpness  or  brusqueness  of 
speech  and  then  excuse  the  fault  on  the  ground  that  it  is  only 
her  way ;  for  it  is  not  love’s  way,  but  the  devil’s  way,  whosoever 
may  employ  it.  “Love  thinketh  no  evil is  not  quick  to  im¬ 
pugn  or  to  impute  motives ;  puts  the  best  possible  construction 
on  words  and  actions,  and  even,  although  evil  has  been  intended, 
does  not  brood  over  it,  or  harbor  resentment  against  the  offend¬ 
ing  one.  Love  is  great  in  Godlike  gentleness.  She  is  great 
also  in  valiant  championship  of  righteousness.  Love  “rejoiceth 
not  in  iniquity,  but  rejoiceth  in  the  truth.”  Her  spirit  is  not 
that  of  sickly  sentimentalism  towards  evil  and  evil  workers, 
not  that  of  hypocritical  pretension  to  benevolence,  such  as  ex¬ 
cuses  wilful  transgression  of  law.  Love  is  not  blind  and  deaf 
and  dumb  touching  ecclesiastical  unfaithfulness.  She  does  not 
lightly  regard  disloyalty  to  Christ,  whether  in  church  or  in 
state. 

Her  sympathy  with  righteousness  is  one  with  that  of  Jesus 
Christ,  both  in  its  strength  and  in  its  hopefulness.  Of  Him  it 
is  written,  “He  shall  not  fail  nor  be  discouraged  till  he  have 
set  judgment  in  the  earth  and  the  isles  shall  wait  for  his  law.” 
And  of  love  it  is  witnessed  that  she  “beareth  all  things,  believ- 
eth  all  things,  hopeth  all  things,  endureth  all  things”  and  never, 
never  faileth. 

Such  is  love’s  pre-eminence,  the  Spirit  who  gave  being  wit¬ 
ness.  Who  will  not  exalt  this  princess  among  the  heavenly 
graces,  saying,  “Many  daughters  have  done  virtuously,  but 
thou  excellest  them  all”  ? 

Brother  ministers  and  fellow  workers  and  witnesses  for 
Jesus  Christ,  have  we  coveted  earnestly  these  great,  great  gifts, 
refusing  to  be  content  until  they  are  ours  in  all  their  wealth 
and  worthiness?  Ours  to  have  and  to  hold,  to  love  and  to 
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sity  until  death  do  remove  all  fear  of  parting  from  them? 

Beautiful  and  most  appropriate  is  the  motto  of  The  King’s 
Daughters.  I  commend  it  to  all  the  sons  of  the  King  as  well, 
“Look  up  and  not  down,  look  forward  and  not  backward,  look 
out  and  not  in,  and  lend  a  hand.” 

“Look  up  and  not  down,”  that  is  faith,  with  eyes  lifted  to  the 
hills,  as  “seeing  Him  who  is  invisible,”  looking  not  on  the  tem¬ 
poral  things  that  are  seen,  but  on  the  eternal  things  that  are 
not  seen,  the  things  that,  like  itself,  “abide.” 

“Look  forward  and  not  backward,”  that  is  hope.  Yonder  is 
the  city  and  the  Father’s  house.  There  are  deep  defiles  and 
dreary  desert  stretches  to  be  passed ;  dark  shadows  in  the  val¬ 
leys  and  blinding,  chilling  mists  on  the  mountains ;  but  “for¬ 
ward”  is  the  watchword.  “Forgetting  the  things  that  are 
behind  and  reaching  forth  unto  those  that  are  before,”  hope 
presses  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize. 

“Look  out  and  not  in  and  lend  a  hand,”  that  is  love  “that 
seeketh  not  her  own,”  the  queen  of  all  the  holy  ones  that  bless 
mankind  with  their  presence  and  bring  heaven  near  to  earth. 
Love  that  “never  faileth.” 


PRESENT  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  CHRISTIAN 
WORK  AMONG  THE  JEWS. 

Address  by  Rev.  Thos.  M.  Chalmers,  of  Chicago. 

Monday,  August  18. 

The  services  of  yesterday  may  be  looked  upon  as  preliminary 
to  the  actual  work  of  the  Bible  conference,  a  very  blessed  pre¬ 
liminary  indeed.  Looking  at  it  from  this  standpoint  I  take  it 
that  the  program  committee  desired  to  follow  the  order  of 
Scripture,  “To  the  Jew  first.”  This  is  important  for  various 
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reasons,  only  one  of  which  need  be  mentioned  here.  No  man 
can  have  a  true  and  all-round  conception  of  the  missionary 
enterprise  of  the  church  who  does  not  stand  firmly  on  the  whole 
word  of  God.  A  man  may  study  the  Old  Testament  prophets 
and  obtain  a  somewhat  clear  idea  of  the  plan  of  the  dispensa¬ 
tions,  but  if  he  lays  only  slight  emphasis  on  the  great  commis¬ 
sion,  “Go  ye  into  all  the  world,”  he  can  not  be  wholly  in  line 
with  Jesus  Christ.  Another  may  be  enthusiastic  over  missions, 

giving  heart,  and  life  and  means  thereto,  but  if  he  neglects  that 
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comprehensive  view  of  the  future,  which  both  Old  and  New 
Testaments  reveal,  he  will  be  apt  to  run  into  error  and  fall  into 
trouble  and  disappointment.  An  all-round  view  of  the  mission 
work  of  the  church  can  only  be  had  from  the  vantage  ground 
of  the  whole  word  of  God.  The  whole  word  takes  in  the  whole 
world.  He  who  omits  the  Jew  from  his  scheme  of  missions 
is  in  danger  of  Gentile  pride  and  exclusiveness,  as  he  views 
the  probable  outcome  of  missionary  activity.  Not  having  in 
view  the  true  end  of  God’s  missionary  plan  his  aim  will  be 
uncertain.  We  need  to  keep  both  Jew  and  Gentile  in  mind  in 
all  our  studies  of  the  missionary  purpose  of  God.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  from  this  standpoint  I  address  you,  namely,  as  one  who 
accepts  the  entire  Bible  as  being  the  very  word  of  God  given  to 
guide  us  through  a  dark  world,  and  to  enlighten  us  with  respect 
to  Christian  living  and  Christian  service.  Christ’s  command 
sends  us  to  “every  creature.’’  This  includes,  then,  the  Jew. 
The  Spirit  said  through  Paul,  “Even  at  this  present  time  also 
there  is  a  remnant,  according  to  the  election  of  grace.”  There¬ 
fore,  according  to  our  missionary  guide-book,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  church  to  give  the  Gospel  to  the  Jew  as  well  as  to  the  Gen¬ 
tile.  Prof.  Franz  Delitzsch  says,  “For  the  church  to  evangelize 
the  world  without  thinking  of  the  Jew  is  like  a  bird  trying  to 
fly  with  one  wing  broken.” 

I.  Providence  gives  to  the  Christian  church  today  a  marvel¬ 
ous  opportunity  for  evangelizing  the  Jews.  To  understand  this 
matter  it  will  be  well  to  go  back  a  little  in  the  history  of  Israel. 
At  the  downfall  of  Jerusalem,  in  A.  D.  70,  the  Jewish  people 
was  scattered  throughout  the  world.  The  leaders  among  the 
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Jews  saw  that  unless  something  was  done  the  people  would 
probably  be  absorbed  among  the  nations,  and  so  lose  their 
distinctive  nationality.  To  prevent  this  calamity  they  deter¬ 
mined  to  make  the  synagogue  the  center  of  the  religious  life 
of  the  people,  and  to  hedge  about  their  daily  life  with  new 
regulations  which  should  separate  them  from  the  Gentiles 
among  whom  they  dwelt.  So  they  added  to  the  prescriptions 
of  the  oral  law.  These  prescriptions  grew  to  be  exceedingly 
numerous.'  They  were  handed  down  from  rabbi  to  scholar, 
from  father  to  son.  As  a  sample  of  these  prescriptions,  which 
regulated  the  life  of  the  Jew  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave,  take 
the  following:  every  Jew  was  forbidden  to  eat  meat  within  six 
hours  after  partaking  of  milk,  or  of  any  of  the  products  thereof. 
This  regulation  was  derived  from  the  old  Mosaic  law,  “Thou 
shalt  not  seethe  a  kid  in  its  mother's  milk.”  Toward  the  end 
of  the  second  century  the  scholars  of  Babylonia  and  Palestine, 
fearing  that  the  law  would  be  lost,  began  committing  it  to  writ¬ 
ing.  This  work  continued  until  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  century 
the  Talmud  was  formed,  a  great  mass  of  literature  consisting 
of  laws  intended  to  hedge  about  the  old  law  of  Moses,  com¬ 
mentaries  and  discussions  thereon,  myth,  fable,  etc.  This  work 
has  come  down  to  our  own  time  in  twelve  huge  volumes  of 
nearly  six  thousand  pages.  It  is  the  Bible  of  the  orthodox  Jew. 
The  purpose  of  the  rabbis  was  subserved  by  it,  namely  the  sep¬ 
arate  preservation  of  the  covenant  people.  The  Jew  was  for¬ 
bidden  to  eat  the  Gentile’s  meat  or  to  drink  the  Gentile’s  drink. 
He  was  thus  separated  from  his  Gentile  neighbors,  and  God’s 
great  providential  purpose,  to  preserve  Israel  as  a  separate  peo¬ 
ple,  was  secured. 

But  the  influence  of  the  Talmud  was  narrowing.  It  shut  in 
the  people  upon  themselves.  Mediaeval  legislation  confined 
them  to  their  ghettos,  and  the  horizon  of  the  people  was  more 
and  more  contracted.  It  was  heresy  for  a  Jew  to  study  the 
literature  of  the  Gentiles.  They  were  thus  shut  in  from  all 
contact  with  Christians,  and  the  church  had  very  little  opportu¬ 
nity  to  present  to  them  the  Gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  But 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  a  new  era  began  to 
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them.  Moses  Mendelssohn,  an  enlightened  Jew,  was  grieved 
for  the  condition  of  his  people.  He  translated  the  Pentateuch 
into  pure  German,  and  the  Jews,  who  had  been  still  further 
separated  from  the  Gentiles  by  the  Tiddish  jargon  spoken 
among  them,  began  to  learn  the  literature  of  modern  Europe. 
They  were  touched  by  the  modern  spirit,  and  many  of  them 
cast  off  the  restraints  of  the  Talmud.  They  gave  up  the  expec¬ 
tation  of  a  Messiah  and  the  hope  of  a  return  to  the  Holy  Land. 
Thus  there  arose  a  new  section  of  Jews,  calling  themselves  Re¬ 
formed,  but  whom  we  missionaries  often  call  deformed.  The 
attitude  of  these  reformed  Jews,  and  the  orthodox  also,  in  recent 
decades,  has  become  favorable  to  the  examination  of  the  claims 
of  Jesus  to  be  the  Messiah.  Hence  it  comes  that  a  golden  op¬ 
portunity  is  presented  to  the  church  to  give  the  Gospel  to  the 
Jews  everywhere.  They  are  reading  the  Xew  Testament  as 
never  before.  Groups  of  young  men  in  Russia  are  meeting 
together  regularly  for  its  study.  A  missionary  worker  made 
a  tour  of  three  weeks  in  his  district  in  Russia  last  Septemoer, 
taking  with  him  one  thousand  copies  of  the  Xew  Testament, 
and  was  utterly  unable  to  supply  the  demand.  The  Mildmay 
mission  to  the  Jews,  having  headquarters  in  London,  has  dis¬ 
tributed  over  the  world  for  use  among  the  Jews  more  than 
1,100,000  copies  of  the  New  Testament  or  portions  thereof. 
Jews,  who  a  few  years  ago  would  not  touch  the  Xew  Testa¬ 
ment,  because  it  was  pollution  to  do  so,  are  now  eagerly  reach¬ 
ing  out  the  hand  for  it.  Thus  the  opportunity  is  a  very  blessed 

one  for  giving  the  Gospel  to  the  Jew. 

But  at  this  point  a  great  danger  arises  As  with  every  other 
people  breaking  away  from  its  past,  these  Jews  are  ready  to 
examine  anything  that  presents  itself  to  their  notice.  Satan  is 
not  idle,  and  is  pressing  upon  them  all  manner  of  isms  and 
philosophies.  The  reformed  Jews  are  giving  up  belief  in  the 
inspiration  of  the  Old  Testament.  Thousands  of  their  }oung 
men  are  rushing  rapidly  into  infidelity.  I  have  often  met  with 
it.  Can  we  appreciate  the  darkness  in  which  these  people  are 
living?  This  infidelity  is  being  preached  abroad  everywhere. 
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Cultured  and  polished  rabbis,  men  of  great  oratorical  power, 
are  using  their  endeavors  to  disseminate  this  false  teaching. 
A  few  months  ago  I  listened  to  Rabbi  Levy  of  Pittsburg  on 
“A  Jewish  View  of  Jesus.’’  He  took  his  text  from  the  Gos¬ 
pel  by  Luke,  and  in  the  course  of  his  lecture  declared  that  the 
Bible,  in  his  estimation,  is  not  at  all  the  word  of  God.  It  is 
not  God’s  views  of  man,  but  man’s  views  of  God.  He  is  paid 
a  salary  of  $8,500  for  preaching  such  teachings.  In  a  lecture 
a  short  time  ago,  Rabbi  Hirsch  of  Chicago,  who  draws  a  sal¬ 
ary  of  $14,000  per  year,  while  speaking  on  the  miracles  of 
the  Scriptures,  eliminated  entirely  the  supernatural  element. 
The  Jews  are  beginning  to  put  their  hands  on  the  public 
press,  and  it  is  coming  about  that  all  clear  references  to  the 
definite  doctrines  of  Christianity  are  excluded  therefrom. 
This  is  especially  true  in  Europe,  and  is  becoming  more  so  in 
this  country.  In  the  face  of  this  growing  infidelity  it  is  our 
duty  to  give  the  gospel  instantly  to  the  Jew.  Unless  we  do 
this,  Jewish  infidelity  will  aid  the  forces  of  ungodliness  in 
undermining  our  Christian  civilization.  Our  own  people  are 
not  safe  from  the  helpful  influence.  Jewish  immorality  is  a 
rapidly  growing  evil  in  our  great  centers.  Their  own  jour¬ 
nals  are  crying  out  loudly  against  the  growth  of  this  iniquity. 
What  we  do  ought  to  be  done  quickly. 

II.  Not  only  does  this  change  of  attitude  in  the  Jewish 
mind  afford  the  church  a  marvelous  opportunity  for  reaching 
Jews  throughout  the  world,  but  in  our  own  land  the  provi¬ 
dence  of  God  has  given  the  American  church  a  still  more  ef¬ 
fective  opportunity.  By  reason  of  immigration  the  Jews  are 
accessible  to  us  today  as  never  before.  Fifty  and  sixty  years 
ago  much  prayer  ascended  from  Christian  pulpits  and  fire¬ 
sides  all  over  our  land  in  behalf  of  the  covenant  people.  To¬ 
day  one  hardly  hears  a  prayer  for  the  Jews.  When  the  church 
prayed  her  opportunity  was  limited.  It  was  impossible  for  us 
to  send  missionaries  into  Eastern  and  Central  Europe,  as  the 
door  there  was  not  fully  open.  In  1840  there  were  but  15,000 
Jews  in  the  United  States.  Today  they  number  1,200,000. 
They  have  increased  eightyfold  in  the  short  space  of  two  gen- 
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erations.  The  increase  since  1880  has  been  over  900,000,  and 
they  are  coming  to  our  land  now  at  the  rate  of  5,000  every 
thirty  days.  God  has  brought  them  to  our  doors.  They  jostle 
us  in  the  street.  We  meet  them  everywhere.  Surely  here  is 
a  marvelous  opportunity  for  pressing  home  upon  Jews  their 
need  of  salvation. 

There  is  something  significant  in  this  movement.  Some  of 
us  believe  that  the  Jews  are  to  return  to  their  own  land.  It  is 
marvelous  that  just  when  they  are  organizing  to  return  to 
Palestine,  enough  of  them  to  form  a  nation  are  suddenly  trans¬ 
ferred  four  or  five  thousand  miles  further  away  from  the 
Holy  Land.  What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this?  Surely  God 
has  a  mighty  purpose  in  this  movement.  For  centuries  the 
great  mass  of  the  Jews  have  dwelt  among  Roman  and  Greek 
Catholic  populations.  They  have  looked  on  these  people  as 
idolatrous,  and  their  morality  as  vastly  inferior  to  that  of 
Judaism.  God  intends  that  these  Jews  shall  come  in  contact 
with  a  purer  form  of  Christianity.  It  is  our  duty  to  show  them 
that  the  religion  of  Jesus  is  not  idolatrous,  and  that  it  does 
transform  human  character.  The  Jews  have  experienced  also 
the  cruelty  of  these  idolatrous  forms  of  Christianity.  When 
I  recall  the  sufferings  of  Jews  during  the  Middle  Ages  at  the 
hands  of  so-called  Christians,  I  wonder  that  any  Jew  ever 
turns  to  Jesus  Christ.  Often  Jews  have  thrown  up  to  me 
the  cruelties  practised  upon  them  in  the  past.  English  kings 
gouged  out  the  eyes  of  rich  Jews,  or  drew  their  teeth,  in  order 
to  extort  money  from  them.  In  France  and  Germany  so- 
called  Christians  drove  the  Jews  into  their  synagogues,  barred 
the  doors,  and  burned  down  the  buildings  over  their  defenseless 
heads.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  it  is  difficult  to  bring  the  Jew 
to  accept  Jesus  Christ?  Here  is  a  great  duty  lying  before  us. 
God  is  calling  American  Christians  to  show  the  truth,  purity 
and  love  of  Christianity  to  the  Jews.  We  shall  be  recreant  to 
our  duty  if  we  neglect  this  ill-treated  and  needy  people. 

III.  In  view  of  this  marvelous  opportunity,  what  is  the 
duty  of  the  Christian  church?  First,  we  should  study  the 
field.  There  is  a  wonderful  verse  in  Isaiah  xlv,  11.  There 
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God  says :  “  Ask  me  of  things  to  come  concerning  my  sons ; 

and  concerning  the  work  of  my  hands,  command  ye  me.”  The 
context  shows  that  “my  sons’’  refers  to  Israel.  So  God  dis¬ 
tinctly  commands  us  to  get  acquainted  with  what  He  is  going 
to  do  with  reference  to  the  covenant  people.  And  when  we 
have  done  that,  when  we  have  learned  our  duty,  He  bids  us 
to  command  Him  for  all  the  resources  needed  for  the  work. 
May  it  not  be  true  that  we  are  weak  in  all  our  Christian  work 
because  of  the  neglect  of  this  needy  field?  A  Jewish  preacher, 
recently  reported  in  the  Jewish  Chronicle,  has  said :  “Every¬ 
where  the  Jews,  like  Jonah,  are  fleeing  from  the  call  and  pres¬ 
ence  of  their  God.’’  As  in  the  past,  the  Gentiles,  through  their 
missionary  societies,  are  crying  out  to  this  Jonah,  “What  mean¬ 
est  thou,  oh  sleeper  ?  Arise,  call  upon  thy  God ;  if  so  be  that 
God  will  think  upon  us,  that  we  perish  not.”  Our  own  salva¬ 
tion  is  wrapped  up  with  that  of  the  Jewish  people.  Yesterday 
Dr.  Munhall  referred  to  the  great  need  of  the  presence  and 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  churches.  We  have  been 
hearing  this  cry  for  many  years,  and  I  have  often  wondered 
why  the  power  did  not  come.  May  it  not  be  because  of  this 
neglect  of  Israel  ?  Let  us  not  forget  the  saying  of  Delitzsch : 
“For  the  church  to  evangelize  the  world  without  thinking  of 
the  Jew  is  like  a  bird  trying  to  fly  with  one  wing  broken.”  It 
is  the  imperative  duty  of  the  church  to  study  this  great  mis¬ 
sion  field,  become  acquainted  with  its  requirements,  and  then 
provide  a  force  and  means  sufficient  to  do  effective  work.  A 
strong  mission  is  needed,  with  both  Jewish  and  Gentile  work¬ 
ers.  It  is  our  shame  that  after  eighty  years  of  spasmodic 
work  among  the  Jews  in  America,  we  have  not  today  a  single 
well-equipped  mission.  Suppose  such  a  mission  were  organ¬ 
ized  and  located  in  one  of  our  great  centers.  We  shall  need 
to  reach  the  orthodox  class  of  Jews  first,  the  most  hopeful 
class  of  Jews.  To  do  this  a  mission  hall  is  necessary  where 
the  word  can  be  preached  in  German  or  Yiddish.  By  means 
of  such  services,  with  out-door  meetings,  multitudes  of  these 
Jews  may  be  given  the  gospel.  Then,  by  house-to-house  vis¬ 
itation  and  personal  work  in  a  reading-room  in  connection  with 
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the  mission,  the  personal  needs  of  these  Jews  may  be  pressed 
home  upon  them.  But  there  are  great  masses  of  the  reformed 
Jews  who  are  scattered  all  over  our  cities  and  are  difficult  to 
reach  by  means  of  a  mission  hall.  These  may  be  reached 
through  the  postoffice,  by  leaflets  which  will  refute  the  lec¬ 
tures  of  the  infidel  leaders  among  them.  Copies  of  the  New 
Testament  or  of  single  gospels  may  be  distributed  in  this  way. 
Such  work  as  this  has  been  done  in  London  with  blessed  re¬ 
sults.  In  the  outlying  towns  up  and  down  our  land  are  many 
Jews  among  whom  missions  can  not  be  well  established,  but 
occasionally  a  worker  may  be  sent  from  the  center,  who  will 
stir  up  the  Christians  of  these  towns  to  a  prayerful  interest 
in  the  Jews.  Then,  with  a  corps  of  young  people,  this  worker 
can  go  among  the  Jews,  preaching  to  them  on  the  street,  and 
distributing  tracts,  New  Testaments,  etc.  In  this  way  multi¬ 
tudes  may  be  evangelized. 

There  is  a  great  need  of  a  training  school  for  workers  in 
connection  with  such  a  mission.  There  is  no  such  school  in 
America  today,  and  but  one  in  the  world,  at  Leipsic,  Germany. 
A  great  part  of  the  failure  in  Jewish  missionary  work  in  the 
past  has  been  owing  to  the  fact  that  workers,  both  Jewish  and 
Gentile,  have  gone  into  this  work  absolutely  without  training. 

There  should  also  be  a  home  for  inquirers.  There  is  as  yet 
no  such  home  in  America.  The  necessity  for  this  arises  from 
the  fact  that  the  Jew  who  turns  to  Jesus  is  instantly  cast  out 
by  his  family,  and  loses  his  employment.  There  are  multi¬ 
tudes  of  Jews  who  are  intellectually  convinced  that  Jesus  is  the 
Messiah,  but  who  have  not  the  courage  to  confess  Him  be¬ 
cause  of  the  difficulties  that  confront  them  and  their  families. 
Christians  generally  have  little  idea  of  the  awful  persecution 
which  overtakes  the  Jew  who  confesses  Christ.  Seven  and 
one-half  years  ago  Maurice  Ruben  of  Pittsburg  was  living  in 
the  darkness  of  Jewish  infidelity.  He  was  also  a  spiritualist, 
and  almost  an  atheist,  and  had  recently  married  an  attractive 
Jewess  of  Nebraska.  Having  a  good  business  position,  and 
living  in  a  fashionable  suburb  of  Pittsburg,  all  seemed  fair  for 
this  world,  but  he  was  not  wholly  at  rest.  One  day,  just  five 
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weeks  after  his  marriage,  while  going  up  street  in  the  midst 
of  the  throng,  God  suddenly  laid  His  hand  upon  him.  Then 
began  a  terrific  struggle.  He  devoted  himself  to  the  study 
of  the  New  Testament.  His  people  thought  him  beside  him¬ 
self.  His  brother  put  him  in  an  insane  asylum.  His  wife  left 
him,  securing  a  divorce.  He  could  no  longer  retain  his  em¬ 
ployment.  Cast  off  by  his  Jewish  friends,  distrusted  by  the 
Christian  community,  Mr.  Ruben  wandered  the  streets  of 
Pittsburg  at  one  time  for  six  months,  unable  to  buy  himself  a 
square  meal ;  yet  this  man  stood  faithful  to  God  through  it  all. 
His  wife  moved  to  Chicago,  and  there  we  became  acquainted 
with  her.  In  the  course  of  time  she  was  led  to  Christ,  and 
last  November,  after  a  separation  of  more  than  six  years,  they 
were  reunited  in  our  home  in  Chicago.  Today  they  are  living 
and  loving  and  doing  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  Pittsburg.  Mr. 
Ruben  has  been  for  nearly  four  years  at  the  head  of  a  mis¬ 
sion  to  his  own  people.  He  is  one  of  the  most  devoted  men 
of  God  with  whom  I  am  acquainted,  and  is  becoming  known 
on  both  sides  of  the  water  for  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
Jewish  missions.  Had  there  been  a  home  for  inquirers  to 
which  this  man  could  have  gone,  his  sufferings  might  not  have 
been  so  great.  A  home  is  needed  where  Jews,  inquiring  the 
way  concerning  Jesus  Christ  and  cast  off  by  their  friends,  may 
be  taken  in,  given  employment  that  they  may  not  become  ob¬ 
jects  of  charity,  and  where  they  may  also  come  under  daily 
and  systematic  instruction  in  the  word  of  God.  In  this  way 
many  who  are  now  intellectually  convinced  may  be  led  to  con¬ 
fess  Christ,  and  may  be  trained  for  efficient  work  in  the  service 
of  the  Redeemer. 

The  field  is  ripe,  men  are  ready  and  waiting  to  enter  it.  God 
is  pressing  the  burden  of  this  work  upon  some  of  His  waiting 
people.  He  has  led  out  Mr.  Ruben.  Others  are  waiting  for 
the  door  to  open  that  they  may  enter  this  field.  Some  years 
ago  a  young  girl  in  a  missionary  training  school  in  New  York 
City  heard  of  the  Jewish  work.  Her  heart  went  out  to  these 
poor  people,  and  she  longed  to  do  something  in  their  behalf, 
but  the  way  did  not  immediately  open.  Later  I  met  this  young 
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woman  in  Chicago,  doing  rescue  mission  work  among  the  de 
graded  women  in  the  heart  of  that  great  city.  In  her  wedding 
ring  I  had  these  words  engraved  in  Hebrew:  “Jesus 
Israel,”  and  between  them,  “With  loving  kindness  have  I 
drawn  thee.”  God  wants  us  to  draw  Israel  with  loving  kind¬ 
ness.  We  desire  to  devote  our  lives  to  this  great  work.  What 
is  needed  now  is  that  the  Christian  people  of  our  land  shall 
cry  out  mightily  to  God  to  open  the  way  for  a  larger  and  bet¬ 
ter  work.  God  commands  us  to  pray  for  His  people.  In 
Psalm  cxii,  6,  He  says:  “Pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem; 
they  shall  prosper  that  love  thee.  Gratitude  urges  us  to 
pray  and  labor  in  behalf  of  Israel.  All  that  we  are  and  have 
today  we  owe  under  God  to  the  Jewish  race.  The  Bible,  which 
is  our  strength  and  comfort,  came  to  us  through  the  Jew . 
He  who  sits  on  the  throne,  guiding  the  affairs  of  this  world. 
He  who  daily  blesses  our  lives,  was  born  of  a  Jew  ish  mother. 
We  owe  to  the  Jew  a  debt  of  obligation  which  we  should  be 
earnest  and  active  in  repaying.  I  often  feel  like  addressing 
to  America  the  w'ords  which  Joaquin  Miller  addressed  in  such 
an  outburst  of  fine  indignation  “To  Russia  : 

“Who  taught  you  tender  Bible  tales 
Of  honey  lands ,  of  milk  and  wine ? 

Of  happy ,  peaceful  Palestine? 

Of  Jordan’s  holy  harvest  vales? 

Who  gave  the  patient  Christ?  I  say , 

Who  gave  your  Christian  creed?  Yea ,  yea, 

Who  gave  your  very  God  to  you? 

Your  Jew ;  your  Jew!  your  hated  Jew!” 
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SERMON  BY  THE  REV.  GEORGE  JOHNSTON  A. 

ROSS. 

August  20,  1902. 

My  dear  Christian  friends,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  whose 
name  we  have  been  meeting  together  during  these  last  days, 
has  been  held  up  before  us  in  the  glory  of  His  person  and  in 
some  of  the  results  of  His  working  in  the  world,  and  I  pro¬ 
pose  this  evening  that  we  shall  commune  together  with  His 
mind.  I  am  going  to  ask  you  after  all  the  other  delight  and 
pleasure  now  quietly  and  without  excitement  to  settle  down 
and  study  with  me  some  expression  of  the  mind  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  I  select  as  a  passage  in  which  to  study  His 
mind  and  follow  His  thought  the  17th  chapter  of  St.  John, 
familiar  to  us  all  as  the  great  intercessory,  high  priestly  prayer 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  There  are  some  things,  however,  in 
that  prayer  which  I  think  we  are  apt  to  pass  over  when  we 
regard  it  simply  and  solely  as  an  intercessory  prayer.  I  find 
it  a  storehouse  of  the  mind  of  Jesus,  and  in  that  aspect  ask 
you  to  study  it.  I  claim  that  the  chapter  in  which  this  is  re¬ 
corded  is  the  very  innermost  holy  of  holies  of  Scripture. 
Note  the  place  that  the  prayer  occupies.  Every  student  of 
the  Gospel  has  been  struck  with  the  beginning  of  the  13th 
chapter  by  the  fact  of  a  new  note  of  intimacy.  There  is  a 
new  revelation  given  by  Jesus  of  God  and  of  His  own  heart 
at  one  and  the  same  time.  The  scene  of  the  revelation  is  no 
longer  in  the  public  life  of  our  Lord  out  in  the  open  amongst  the 
Jewish  people,  but  is  laid  in  the  upper  room  where  He  seeks 
to  lay  before  His  disciples  the  secrets  of  the  unseen,  of  the 
heart  of  God  and  of  His  own  heart.  In  the  process  of  that 
intimate,  private  revelation  of  the  heart  of  God  Jesus  follows 
an  intellectual  sequence  which  commends  itself  to  our  minds 
as  reasonable.  He  begins  by  an  object-lesson.  You  remem¬ 
ber  the  circumstance  that  when  the  supper  was  laid  the  disci¬ 
ples  sat  down.  They  had  been  quarreling  as  to  which  should 
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be  the  greatest  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  As  a  result  of  that 
quarrel,  instead  of  one  washing  another  s  feet,  the  disciples 
sat  down  sullen  and  unwashed.  The  Christian  church  sat 
down  in  anger  at  its  first  communion.  Jesus  looked  around 
upon  the  men  and  saw  the  sullenness  upon  their  faces  and  re¬ 
solved  that  He  would  teach  them  the  lessons  of  religion,  first 
of  all,  simply  by  an  object-lesson;  and  so,  taking  a  towel  and 
girding  Himself  and  taking  a  basin  of  water  and  stepping 
from  His  place  at  the  table,  He  knelt  down  before  His  disci¬ 
ples  and  began  to  wash  their  feet.  As  He  knelt  He  gave  them 
a  picture,  not  only  of  his  own  willingness  to  stoop,  but  of  the 
humble  heart  of  God.  He  taught  them  at  one  flash  that  which 
is  most  important  for  them  and  us  to  know,  that  He  is  of  a 
humble  heart  and  stoops  for  the  need  of  man.  From  the 
object  lesson  He  passes  to  conversation.  He  began  to  talk  to 
them  about  God,  about  His  own  heart.  Then  follow  chapters 
13  to  16  regarding  the  unseen  world.  They  are  the  chapters 
of  “Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled” ;  “I  am  the  true  vine,”  and 
the  chapter  in  which  the  Comforter  was  first  promised.  After 
that  conversation,  the  most  sublime  colloquy,  was  concluded, 
one  would  have  thought  there  was  no  further  stage  into  which 
He  could  have  carried  His  disciples  into  the  intimate  heart 
of  God.  But  there  was  one  further.  When  you  see  your 
friend  act,  you  understand  him.  When  he  sits  down  beside 
you,  you  understand  him  better.  To  understand  him  at  his 
realest,  you  have  to  overhear  him  at  his  prayers.  So  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  after  speaking  to  His  disciples,  completed  the 
revelation  by  allowing  them  to  overhear  Him  at  His  prayers. 
These  wonderful  “words  spake  Jesus,  and  lifted  up  His  eyes 
to  heaven,”  and  then  follows  the  prayer  in  the  17th  chapter 
of  St.  John.  I  put  it  to  you  whether,  looked  at  from  that 
point  of  view,  it  does  not  occupy  the  innermost  place  of  the 
holies,  the  upper  court  of  revelation?  It  is  the  holy  place 
within  where  Jesus  Christ  is  overheard  speaking  to  God,  where 
one  seems  to  enter  the  holiest  of  all.  Here  one  ought  to  meet 
sublime  impressions  of  thought  and  one  ought  to  see  love  at 
its  highest  and  best. 
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Supposing  the  situation  in  which  the  conversation  takes 
•  place  constitutes  a  challenge,  the  words  recorded  shall  be  suit¬ 
able  to  the  situation.  You  are  invited  to  see  whether  the 
words  spoken  will  be  adequate  to  that  sacred  situation.  In 
connection  with  the  17th  chapter  of  St.  John  we  might  dis¬ 
miss  all  questions  of  authenticity.  If  any  one  asks  who  wrote 
it,  we  may  put  away  all  questions  of  authenticity  and  say,  I 
am  prepared  to  take  my  stand  as  to  the  origin  of  this  chapter 
on  the  merits  of  its  contents  alone.  It  does  not  matter  when 
written  or  by  whom  recorded.  The  man  who  could  wish 
these  wishes,  could  pray  these  prayers,  is  discerned  by  the  very 
fact  to  be  the  Savior  of  the  world. 

The  greatest  subjects  of  human  thought  are  dealt  with  in 
this  marvelous  chapter  with  all  the  intuition  of  the  mind  of 
the  East  and  all  the  incisiveness  of  the  mind  of  the  West.  Let 
me  try  to  make  good  my  claim.  What  are  the  three  great  sub¬ 
jects  of  human  thought?  The  only  three  possible  subjects  of 
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human  thought  are  God,  the  ideals  and  needs  of  the  human  life, 
and  the  course  of  the  world,  visible  and  invisible. 

Let  us  see  how  these  three  great  subjects  are  dealt  with  in 
this  chapter  by  this  colossal  mind  of  Jesus  Christ  when  He 
was  reporting  Himself  to  His  Father  within  twenty-four 
hours  of  His  death  and  at  the  same  time  letting  His  disciples 
overhear  the  last  long  speech  which  He  made  upon  earth. 

This  is  no  mere  intellectual  following  of  the  thoughts  of 
Jesus,  but  an  attempt  to  lead  you  also  to  love  and  adore  Him, 
and  rest  in  Him.  Any  piece  of  literature  for  devotional  pur¬ 
poses  is  to  be  gauged  by  the  conception  of  God  which  it  con¬ 
veys  to'  us.  We  shall  arrive  at  the  conception  of  God  given 
in  this  chapter  by  the  names  by  which  Jesus  Christ  calls  God, 
by  the  petitions  He  asks,  and  by  the  very  way  in  which  He 
shapes  those  petitions.  “These  things  spake  Jesus  and  lifted 
up  His  eyes  to  heaven.”  He  had  no  thoughts  to  reveal.  He 
had  nothing  to  conceal.  He  looked  up,  and  said  “Father.” 
I  am  thankful  He  never  failed  to  call  God  “Father.”  He 
never  fails  to  qualify  the  idea  of  God’s  fatherhood  and  uses  the 
adjectives  “holy”  and  “righteous,”  attributes  which  remind 
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us  of  His  claim  upon  the  humility  of  mankind.  You  will 
find  in  no  literature  in  the  world  a  more  perfectly  balanced 
conception  of  God,  indicating  His  intimacy,  approachableness 
and  at  the  same  time  His  distance  above  us. 

The  idea  of  fatherhood  is  still  further  extended  when  we 
hear  the  petitions  :  “Keep  them  from  evil”  ;  “Sanctify  them”  ; 
“Keep  them  in  Thy  name.”  He  regarded  God  as  One  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  moral  welfare  of  mankind,  and  was  prepared  to 
put  a  sheltering  arm  around  men. 

We  need  a  God  like  that.  How  does  Jesus  approach  God 
in  this  prayer  ?  By  a  prayer  neither  very  long  nor  very  short, 
which  simply  pours  itself  out  without  formality  as  rational 
conversation.  Prayer  is  there  defined  as  a  rational  conversa¬ 
tion  with  God.  Let  me  try  to  put  together  all  these  things 
and  point  out  the  conception  of  God  given  in  this  marvelous 
chapter.  The  idea  is  that  of  God  as  a  “holy,  righteous  Father,” 
interested  and  solicitous  for  the  moral  welfare  of  man,  pre¬ 
pared  to  throw  a  sheltering  arm  around  individual  men  to 
protect  them  from  evil  and  to  consecrate  them ;  and,  a  God  who 
in  this  sheltering  love  is  approachable  and  accessible  by  the 
means  of  ordinary  rational  conversation,  willing  to  hear  us  as 
we  pour  naturally  forth  all  that  our  heart  has  to  tell  Him.  Oh, 
men  and  women,  that  is  the  God  we  need.  Lou  may  search  the 
literature  of  this  world  and  will  find  no  God  and  Father  like 
our  God,  the  Father. 

The  ideals  and  needs  of  individual  human  life.  We  can  get 
at  the  thoughts  which  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  had  about  human 
life  in  this  prayer  by  thinking  first  of  all  of  the  reflections 
which  He  makes  upon  His  own  life,  and  His  wishes  for  these 
eleven  men.  It  is  a  great  comfort  to  me  that  Jesus  Christ  does 
not  attempt  obliteration  of  Himself.  He  begins  His  inter¬ 
cessory  prayer  with  “Father,  glorify  me”;  “Father,  glorify 
Thy  Son.”  There  are  reflections  upon  what  He  has  done 
with  His  own  life  through  which  reflections  we  can  get  at 
Christ’s  ideals  of  individual  human  life. 

There  are  three  things  which  Jesus  says  He  has  done  with 
His  life.  He  is  giving  back  to  the  Most  High  the  life  that 


had  been  granted  for  thirty-three  years.  The  three  things 
are:  (i)  “I  have  glorified  Thee  on  the  earth.”  (2)  “I 
have  manifested  Thy  name.”  (3)  “I  have  given  these  men 
Thy  Word.”  Christian  brethren,  do  not  be  misled  by  the  ex¬ 
treme  simplicity  of  our  Lord’s  words.  I  want  you  to  think 
for  a  moment  what  a  human  life  would  be  that  realized  these 
ideals.  It  is  a  life  which  glorifies  God  continually ;  a  life  that 
transmits  the  messages  of  God.  There  is  no  higher  use  to 
which  a  life  can  be  put.  Jesus  never  glorified  Himself — “I 
have  manifested  Thy  name.”  He  said,  if  any  man  wants  to 
come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himself.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
the  Son  of  God,  led  men  past  Himself  unto  the  Father — “He 
that  believeth  on  me,  believeth  not  on  me,  but  on  Him  who 
sent  me.”  Human  nature  at  its  best  leads  you  past  itself  to 
God.  When  you  come  to  die  we  shall  be  thankful  for  those 
moments  when  we  forgot  ourselves  in  showing  forth  God’s 
Word. 

In  the  second  place,  Jesus’  life  was  not  only  a  denial  of  self, 
but  the  embodiment  of  sheltering  love.  “I  have  kept  these 
men”  (said  the  modest  Christ)  “in  Thy  name.”  Did  it  not 
mean,  “In  Thy  stead”  ?  Literally,  within  Thy  name.  The 
name  of  the  Lord  is  a  strong  tower  within  which  there  is 
safety.  “I  have  kept  these  men  in  Thy  name.”  Wherever  the 
Lord  Jesus  went  there  went  with  Him  this  suggestion  of  Deity. 
He  breathed  an  atmosphere  of  the  presence  of  the  Most  High. 
When  these  men  came  near  Him,  came  within  the  atmosphere 
of  the  Divine,  it  was  difficult  for  them  to  sin  there.  When 
you  and  I  come  to  die,  if  we  are  thankful  for  anything  at  all, 
it  will  be  that  we  have  cast  a  sheltering  arm  around  men,  and 
that  we  have  kept  them  within  the  atmosphere  of  the  name  of 
God,  within  the  atmosphere  of  that  holy  character  which  we 
humbly  believe  to  be  shaping  our  lives.  If  we  abide  in  Him ; 
if  we  throw  a  loving  arm  around  one  or  two,  we  shall  be  thank¬ 
ful  for  it. 

In  His  prayer  Christ  also  tells  His  Father  exactly  how 
things  stood  between  them  at  the  moment  of  that  prayer :  “All 
mine  are  Thine ;  all  Thine  are  Mine,  and  I  am  glorified  in 


Thee/’  Do  you  see  the  depth  of  that?  There  are  two  poles 
within  which  our  thoughts  must  rotate  when  we  exercise  per¬ 
sonal  religion :  The  pole  of  self-surrender ;  the  other,  appro¬ 
priation.  We  either  give  ourselves  to  God  or  receive  from 
God.  It  is  by  the  reciprocal  movement  of  surrender  and  ap¬ 
propriation  of  what  He  has  given  us  that  the  Christian’s  life  is 
urged  onward.  “All  mine  are  Thine;  all  Thine  are  mine.” 
It  is  the  most  sublime  expression  of  personal  religion  upon 
this  earth. 

There  is  one  thing  wanting  so  far.  “All  mine  are  Thine, 
and  Thine  are  mine” ;  ah,  yes,  but  we  are  not  alone  in  the 
world.  There  are  our  brethren  round  about  us.  How  shall 
we  express  what  our  relation  ought  to  be  to  them?  We  have 
only  the  one  word  “love”  for  expressing  the  kindness  we  feel 
for  one  another.  Jesus  addresses  to  God  a  better  word  when 
His  love  is  at  its  best.  I  have  seen  it  when  a  mother  loses 
herself  in  her  love  for  her  child.  When  a  little  boy  I  used 
to  come  up  and  tell  my  mother  my  triumphs.  She  wrought 
hard,  for  she  was  left  a  widow,  and  it  used  to  rest  her  to  hear 
me.  I  would  wonder  at  the  way  in  which  her  eyes  would 
light  up  when  I  told  her  of  myself,  but  I  began  to  see  that  my 
precious  mother  had  no  career  but  mine.  Her  glory  was 
whatever  glory  came  to  me.  I  was  her  only  boy,  and  her 
whole  heart  went  out  to  me,  and  I  can  imagine  my  mother 
daring  to  say,  “I  want  no  glory  for  myself ;  I  am  glorified  in 
that  laddie.  If  he  do  well,  that  is  all  I  want.”  It  is  a  home¬ 
ly  illustration,  but  it  is  the  closest  we  can  get  to  that  mar¬ 
velous  word  the  Lord  uses  when  He  tells  His  Father,  I  have 
no  career  in  myself ;  “I  am  glorified  in  Thee.”  Now  put  the 
verse  together,  and  we  have  the  sum  total  of  a  man’s  religion : 
“All  mine  are  Thine ;  all  Thine  are  mine,  and  I  am  glorified 
in  Thee.” 

Let  us  see  what  were  His  thoughts  about  the  ideals  and 
needs  and  prospects  of  the  human  life.  I  am  so  thankful  that 
when  our  Lord  prayed  for  His  disciples  and  the  world  He 
did  not  forget  to  pray  for  Himself.  He  wished  just  one 
thing.  He  said,  so  far  as  the  rest  of  his  life  was  concerned,. 
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"‘I  have  declared  unto  them  Thy  name;"  and  they  with  the 
thought  of  the  Christ  will  declare  it  and  be  the  current  of  the 
Divine  love  in  the  world.  That  this  might  be  realized,  He 
said,  “Father,  glorify  Thy  Son,  that  Thy  Son  may  also  glorify 
Thee."  Had  He  not  been  glorifying  His  Father?  Yes,  but 
not  in  a  sufficiently  wide  scale.  “I  have  glorified  Thee,”  but 
it  has  only  been  in  thirty-three  years.  I  have  heard  of  mili¬ 
tary  generals  who  have  longed  for  other  worlds  to  conquer. 
We  have  heard  of  the  Alexandrian  prayer,  of  the  Napoleonic 
prayer,  of  the  Bismarckian  prayer.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a 
man  wishing  for  an  extended  glory  simply  that  he  might  get 
a  wider  sphere  for  his  beneficence?  That  is  my  Savior;  and, 
oh,  my  brethren,  that  is  what  I  want  to  think  of,  to  regard  that 
as  a  possible  ideal  of  my  life.  I  want  the  thought  of  an  ex¬ 
tended  sphere  hereafter.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  abol¬ 
ished  death  and  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light  that  we 
might  understand  that  it  is  not  here  only  that  we  may  serve 
our  Master,  but  in  a  wider  sphere  hereafter.  So  much  for 
our  Lord’s  references  to  individual  life.  You  remember  there 
were  three  prayers  offered  for  His  disciples :  that  they  might 
be  kept  from  evil,  that  they  might  be  sanctified  by  “Thy  truth,” 
that  they  might  in  the  end  be  with  Him  where  He  was  and 
behold  His  glory.  These  were  Jesus’  ideals  as  to  the  deepest 
human  need ;  that  men  needed  to  be  sheltered.  That  is  not 
the  popular  idea  today. 

The  third  subject  of  human  thought  is  the  outside  world, 
the  course  of  the  world’s  history.  What  does  Jesus  tell  us 
about  His  thought  regarding  the  world  and  its  needs?  The 
outlook  of  this  wondrous  prayer  is  distinctly  cosmic.  The 
word  “world”  occurs  no  less  than  sixteen  times.  In  the 
course  of  His  wonderful  prayer  Jesus  tells  us  His  verdict  upon 
the  world’s  record  so  far.  It  is,  “Oh,  righteous  Father,  the 
world  hath  not  known  Thee.”  My  brethren,  the  most  im¬ 
portant  point  of  all  history  that  preceded  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
was  summed  up  in  these  marvelous  words :  “Oh,  righteous 
Father,  the  world”  that  hath  found  out  so  much  “hath  not 
known  Thee.”  Jesus’  statement  then  as  to  what  the  world 
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needs  is  regarding  the  anchorage  of  faith :  “That  the  world 
may  believe.’'  Why  have  we  all  these  religions  on  the  face  of 
the  earth?  Why  do  men  everywhere  have  religions  of  some 
kind  ?  Because  men  will  never  rest  until  they  come  into  the 
anchorage  of  faith.  Men  can  not  do  without  faith.  That 
the  world  may  believe.”  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  declares  that 
is  the  deepest  need  of  the  individual. 

How  is  it  to  believe  ?  By  the  rational  thought.  By  the  im¬ 
pression  produced  by  the  reality  of  God ;  by  the  experience  of 
men  living  with  spiritual  needs  and  bound  together  by  spiri¬ 
tual  ties. 

He  prays  “That  they  may  be  one  as  I  am  in  Thee,  and  Thee 
in  me” ;  so  that  the  world,  impressed  by  it,  may  say  to  itself, 
“There  must  be  a  God  who  is  the  common  life  of  that  church.” 
That  is  the  argument  that  will  convince.  If  all  the  believers 
in  Jesus  Christ  are  bound  together  by  spiritual  ties,  then  the 
world  will  believe  that  God  has  sent  His  Son  to  be  the 
Savior  of  the  world. 

I  am  deeply  conscious  of  having  touched  only  the  fringe  of 
this  deep  thought  of  our  Lord.  I  have  said  the  greatest  sub¬ 
jects  of  human  thought  are  God,  self  and  the  world.  In  some 
parts  of  this  wonderful  prayer  this  mind  of  Jesus  Christ  seems 
to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  the  human  mind,  and  before  He 
closes  He  gives  us  an  interpretation  of  the  world’s  history  of 
failure  to  find  God,  the  need  of  an  anchorage  of  faith,  and 
the  way  it  is  to  be  realized.  But  his  mind  goes  back  into  the 
past  eternity  and  searches  in  that  great  deep,  that  mysterious 
eternity  from  which  He  came,  and  interprets  it  in  terms  of  love : 
“Thou  lovedst  me  before  the  foundation  of  the  world.”  See 
how  He  opens  up  the  eternity  of  the  past,  and  then  His  mind 
makes  one  gigantic  sweep  away  on  to  the  eternity  of  the  fu¬ 
ture:.  “I  will  declare  Thy  name  to  them  that  the  love  with 
which  Thou  lovedst  me  may  be  in  them  and  I  in  them.”  He 
looks  forward  to  the  consummation  of  the  ages  and  sees  love 
regnant  everywhere.  The  love  in  the  heart  of  God  first  in¬ 
carnate  in  Him,  and  He  that  One  incarnating  Himself  in  all. 
Imagination,  thought,  stagger  at  the  marvelous  interpretation 
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of  the  two  eternities.  This  colossal  intellect  of  my  Savior 
goes  backward,  and  goes  forward,  and  the  whole  He  interprets 
in  terms  of  love.  That  is  the  prayer  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
as  we  see  it  in  some  of  its  most  salient  points. 

Let  me  venture  to  replace  that  prayer  in  the  situation  out  of 
which  I  took  it.  Emerson  says  prayer  is  to  be  gauged  as  to  its 
value  by  the  amount  of  support  from  the  activity.  What  fol¬ 
lowed?  When  Jesus  Christ  had  spoken  these  words  H'e 
went  with  His  disciples  over  the  brook  Kedron.  There  were 
afterward  the  betrayal,  the  conflict,  the  arrest,  the  trial — 
that  awful  mockery — the  crucifixion,  the  resurrection,  the  as¬ 
cension  at  the  right  hand  of  God ;  and  then,  twenty  centuries 
of  achievement  for  mankind,  and  achievement  along  precisely 
the  lines  for  which  He  had  been  praying  in  this  prayer ; 
achievement  bringing  actually  to  remembrance  amongst  men 
that  His  conception  of  God  should  be  the  universal  conception. 
Twenty  centuries  of  achievement  bringing  into  men’s  hearts 
the  ideals  of  human  life  here  set  forth.  Twenty  centuries  of 
reflection  of  Jesus  Christ’s  interpretation  of  history  and  of  the 
unseen.  My  brother,  when  you  put  the  prayer  in  that  position 
again,  can  you  refuse  your  verdict  that  this  prayer  is  the  very 
altar  of  the  world.  Timeless,  eternal.  This  prayer,  and  the 
study  of  it,  first  led  me  as  a  young  skeptical  student  into  a  liv¬ 
ing  faith.  Prayers  like  that  can  not  be  silenced. 

This  Man  is  praying  now.  Oh,  my  brethren,  there  is  a  wist¬ 
fulness  in  the  soul  of  the  world  seeking  an  utterance.  The 
prayer  in  the  world  has  never  found  utterance  as  it  has  found 
utterance  in  Jesus  Christ.  He  is  lifting  up  His  high-priestly 
hands  for  us  tonight  in  the  heavens.  Oh,  my  brethren,  if  He 
is  praying  and  praying  so,  what  are  we,  and  what  are  some 
of  us  that  we  have  never  had  the  grace  to  pray  for  ourselves  ? 
Is  there  a  man  or  woman  in  this  building  who  has  never  yet 
prayed  for  himself?  And  yonder,  beyond  the  skies,  is  Jesus 
Christ  praying  for  thee.  “I  have  prayed  for  thee,”  He  said 
to  Peter.  “I  am  praying  for  thee,”  He  is  saying  now  for  us 

in  the  unseen.  What  better  can  a  man  do,  remembering  that 
in  the  heavens  is  the  uplifted  Christ  praying,  and  that  here  on 
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•earth  He  prayed  for  men,  than  to  endeavor  so  to  live  by  the 
grace  of  God  that  his  life  will  be  a  reflection  of  Christ’s  own 
thoughts.  Upon  Christ’s  high-priestly  prayers  the  hope  of 
the  world  lies. 


SERMON  BY  THE  REV.  GEORGE  JACKSON,  D.  D.,  OF 

EDINBURGH. 

August  20,  11  a.  m. 

My  subject  this  morning,  if  I  am  to  give  something  in  the 
way  of  a  title  to  it,  may  be  called  perhaps  the  “Morality  of 
Religious  People” ;  and,  after  the  many  expositions  of  Chris¬ 
tian  truth  we  have  had  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  spend  half  an 
hour  in  considering  some  of  the  practical  applications  of  that 
truth.  Please  do  not  start  when  I  announce  my  text,  the  4th 
of  Ephesians,  28th  verse:  “Let  him  that  stole  steal  no  more.” 
That  is  the  rendering  both  of  the  authorized  and  of  the  revised 
version.  There  is,  notwithstanding,  very  good  reason  for 
doubting  the  accuracy  of  the  translation.  A  literal  rendering 
would  be,  “Let  him  that  steals”  (for  Paul’s  word  here  is  pres¬ 
ent)  “steal  no  more.” 

This  precept  of  St.  Paul  was  addressed  to  members  of  the 
Christian  church.  It  may  seem  to  us  somewhat  strange  that 
St.  Paul  should  think  it  necessary  to  tell  Christian  men  and 
women  that  they  must  not  steal,  but,  strange  as  it  is,  it  is  true. 
There  can  be  no  question  that  these  words  were  written  to  the 
same  persons  as  those  to  whom  the  whole  of  the  epistle  is  ad¬ 
dressed,  and  who  they  are  the  opening  verses  of  the  epistle 
make  abundantly  plain:  “Paul  an  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ 
*  *  *  to  the  saints  which  are  at  Ephesus,  and  to  the  faith¬ 

ful  in  Christ  Jesus” ;  and,  it  is  to  the  favored  among  these  that 
Paul  writes  “steal  no  more.”  If  you  turn  to  the  context  you 
will  find  that  these  same  saints  and  faithful  in  Christ  Jesus 
are  warned  in  the  same  way  by  St.  Paul  against  sins  like  lying 


and  lust,  and  drunkenness  and  corrupt  speech,  and  if  still  fur¬ 
ther  we  turn  over  this  epistle  and  other  letters  of  St.  Paul  we 
shall  find  this  same  impression  of  the  moral  weakness  on  the 
part  of  many  of  these  early  Christians  painfully  confirmed. 
We  see  the  almost  incredible  rancor  with  which  they  pursued 
the  Apostle  Paul,  verily  believing  they  did  God  service  by 
their  long  and  bitter  opposition  to  him  and  the  large  and 
liberal  Gospel  which  he  preached.  If  ever  there  was  a  cam¬ 
paign  of  slander  it  was  that  carried  on  by  these  Judaisers. 
They  were  men  who,  like  St.  Paul  himself,  had  trusted  in 
Christ  for  salvation. 

I  suppose  the  darkest  condition  in  this  sad  story  is  to  be 
foulnd  in  connection  with  the  history  of  the  church  at  Corinth. 
There  were  not.  only  Christians  with  rival  affections,  saying, 
“I  am  of  Paul,”  “I  am  of  Cephas,”  using  spiritual  gifts  for 
vainglory,  but  the  table  of  the  Lord  itself  was  profaned  by 
sins  of  drunkenness  and  of  riot,  with  conspicuous  evidence 
that  prominent  church  members  were  living  in  worse  than 
Pagan  immorality.  These  are  sufficient  to  show  us  how  dif¬ 
ferent  was  this  from  that  which  the  Christian  fancy  has  loved 
to  paint  concerning  the  early  Christian  church — “a  glorious 
church,  not  having  spot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing.”  That 
was  the  ideal  church.  The  “Bride  of  Christ,”  which  the 
apostle  saw  in  the  heavenly  vision.  But  the  church,  as  it  has 
been  known  to  history  and  as  it  was  even  in  the  apostles’  own 
time,  is  something  very  different,  her  garments  torn  and  mud- 
stained,  her  beauty  marred.  Words  can  not  tell  the  brightness 
of  the  light  which  came  into  the  world  with  the  Gospel  and 
the  Church  of  Christ,  but  it  is  also  true  that  the  light  was 
mingled  with  dark  and  strange  shadows,  the  darker  and 
stranger  by  reason  of  the  very  brightness  of  the  light. 

As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  so  has  it  continued  to-  be.  This 
first  page  is,  after  all,  only  the  opening  page  in  one  of  the 
saddest,  most  perplexing  and  still  unfinished  chapters  in  the 
history  of  the  world  and  of  the  church,  the  fads  and  follies  of 
the  good,  the  moral  failures  of  the  religious,  these  strange  and 
unaccountable  breakdowns,  these  great  and  terrible  apostasies 
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from  purity.  No  generation  of  the  church  has  been  without 
them.  God  help  us,  that  we  may  add  no  single  line  to  the 

story. 

What  inference  are  we  to  draw  from  facts  like  these  ?  Shall 
we  conclude  that  if  these  things  are  true  Christianity  is  a  fail¬ 
ure,  a  great  experiment  that  has  broken  down  and  come  to 
naught?  No,  verily.  Let  the  ugly  facts  be  admitted  to  the 
full,  but  are  these  all  the  facts  ?  Has  not  Christianity  actually 
done  something  in  all  the  worlds  history?  Is  there  anything 
comparable  with  that  marvelous  revolution  wrought  in  the 
life  of  man  ?  What  was  the  new  faith  that  taught  men  to  turn 
from  these  things  with  loathing  and  horror  ?  It  is  folly  to 
talk  of  the  failure  of  Christianity  so  long  as  it  is  the  Christian 
law  that  is  daily  changing  the  lives  of  men.  So  far  as  these 
first  Christians  are  concerned,  we  have  only  to  think  for  a 
moment  of  the  whole  facts  of  the  case,  and  the  perplexing 
thoughts  which  at  first  are  so  serious  concerning  this  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  early  Christians  will,  I  think,  cease  to  trouble  us. 
Observe  the  gross  paganism  from  which  they  had  just  made 
their  exit,  all  the  things  in  which  they  still  lived.  True,  they 
had  all  turned  to  Christ  for  salvation,  but,  as  we  know,  even 
that  great  change  does  not  all  at  once  deliver  men  fiom  the 
thraldom  of  their  old  evil  way.  Need  we  wonder  that  in  writ¬ 
ing  to  men  living  under  such  circumstances  that  the  apostle 
found  it  necessary  to  warn  them  against  lying  and  covetous¬ 
ness?  When  today  you  and  I  are  tempted  to  pass  wholesale 
and  indiscriminate  judgment  upon  men,  need  we  wonder  that 
in  a  population  just  rescued  from  heathendom  such  caution  was 
necessarv  ?  May  it  not  be  well  for  us  to  remind  ourselves  of 
these  things  and  to  judge  men  with  the  large  and  generous 
patience  of  Jesus  Christ  Himself?  But,  brethren,  in  what  we 
actually  are  we  come  short  of  what  we  ought  to  be ;  and,  what¬ 
ever  allowance  is  made  for  us,  the  moral  law  of  God  stands 
fixed,  unalterable.  It  rebukes  us.  It  exhorts  us.  It  bids  us 
win  our  way  to  its  own  lofty  heights.  It  never  stoops  to  ac¬ 
commodate  itself  to  our  lower  levels.  Living  as  these  men 
were,  making  purity  and  principle  almost  impossible,  even  to 
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these  men  Paul  states  the  law  in  the  same  absolute,  unqualified 
form  in  which  it  comes  to  us.  The  thief  must  thieve  no  more ; 
and,  as  for  ‘‘fornication,  and  all  uncleanness, ”  let  them  not  so 
much  as  be  named  amongst  you. 

These  are  not  just  exactly  our  dangers  today.  Christianity 
has  so  permeated  the  atmosphere  of  our  life  that  the  tone  of 
society  in  regard  to  sins  like  these  is  in  itself  a  protection  for 
most  of  us  against  grave  and  serious  lapses,  and  yet  we,  too, 
have  need  to  be  told  concerning  the  moral  law  of  God.  Christ 
is  not  only  our  Savior.  He  is  our  Prince ;  and,  if  we  have 
received  mercy  at  His  hands  we  should  bow  our  necks  under 
the  law  of  His  authority.  Paul  was  exercised  by  the  moral  im¬ 
maturity,  the  want  of  ethical  thoroughness  on  the  part  of  these 
early  Christians.  I  wonder  if  today  his  anxiety  would  be  less  ? 
It  may  not  be  excited  by  the  same  causes.  A  little  incident  in 
my  experience  created  at  the  time  a  painful  impression.  I 
had  been  conducting  services  two  or  three  years  ago  on  the 
north  coast  of  Wales.  I  had  spoken  in  the  morning  and 
returned  to  the  same  church  for  the  evening  service.  A  note 
was  handed  to  me  in  which  the  writer  said  he  had  been  at  the 
morning  service  and  had  hoped  to  hear  the  gospel  preached, 
but  told  me  he  had  gone  away  much  disappointed.  “I 
thought,”  he  said,  “you  missed  a  great  opportunity  of  telling 
to  men  the  way  of  salvation.”  Now,  what  actually  had  hap¬ 
pened?  I  had  read  to  the  congregation  that  Sunday  morning 
the  section  from  this  same  epistle  in  which  Paul  speaks  of  the 
duties  of  husbands,  wives,  parents  and  children,  masters  and 
servants.  I  tried  as  best  I  could  to  say  a  few  simple  things 
about  family  life  and  family  religion ;  because,  it  seemed  to  me 
that  if  the  Apostle  Paul  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  spend 
nearly  a  whole  chapter  in  writing  about  these  things  it  could 
hardly  be  a  mistake  for  a  Christian  congregation  to  spend 
half  an  hour  in  thinking  about  them.  I  learned  subsequently 
of  that  man’s  family  life  and  knew  something  of  what  was 
passing  in  his  mind.  The  more  we  believe  in  the  verbal  in¬ 
spiration  of  the  whole  book,  the  more  diligent  we  should  be 
not  to  limit  its  message  to  two  or  three  special  texts.  As  has 


been  said,  we  must  think  more  about  Christian  ethics.  I  often 
ask  myself  whether  in  these  days  we  set  as  much  store  by  a 
simple,  old-fashioned  honesty  as  our  fathers  did.  I  do  not 
mean  that  more  tills  have  been  robbed,  more  checks  forged. 
But  I  speak  of  those  sins  that  get  through  the  meshes  of  man’s 
law,  but  can  not  slip  through  the  finer  meshes  of  God’s  law. 
Are  Christian  tradesmen  as  scrupulous  as  they  ought  to  be? 
Do  they  not  too  readily  fall  to  a  lower  standard  of  the  moral 
law?  Are  we  who  are  not  tradesmen  as  careful  as  we  ought 
to  be  not  only  about  how  we  make  our  money,  but  how  we 
spend  it  ?  Are  we  sure  that  what  we  are  spending  is  our  own 
and  not  another’s?  In  our  country  people  do  not  trouble 
about  getting  into  debt  as  they  used  to.  I  want  to  tell  our¬ 
selves,  brethren,  with  all  plainness  and  straightforwardness, 
that  if  we  cheat  and  defraud,  if  we  incur  debts  we  have  no 
means  of  paying,  we  break  Christ’s  commandments  and  we 
are  none  of  His. 

It  has  been  said  that  sins  are  usually  divided  into  two  great 
classes :  the  sins  of  the  body  and  sins  of  the  disposition.  How 
many  of  those  of  whom  we  have  spoken  this  morning  fell  into 
sins  of  the  body  ?  Our  danger  is  rather  from  sins  of  the  dis¬ 
position.  Our  danger  is  the  greater,  because  conscience  so 
often  fails  to  recognize  these  sins  for  what  they  really  are. 
We  keep  our  training  iron  for  sins  of  the  body,  and  sins  of  the 
disposition  get  off  scot  free.  You  keep  the  prodigal  son  stand¬ 
ing  on  the  door-mat,  and  let  his  surly  elder  brother  hang  up 
his  hat  in  the  hall  and  give  him  the  whole  house.  Let  a  church 
member  give  away  to  drunkenness,  and  he  will  be  censured. 
Another  man  may  reveal  some  villainous  testiness  of  temper 
fifty  times  over  and  nothing  will  be  said  about  it. 

Are  you  satisfied  that  it  is  God’s  way  ?  Do  you  ever  think 
of  what  the  Master  said — and  He  was  not  talking  to  men  and 
women  in  the  gutter — but  to  respectable  Scribes  and  Pharisees  : 
‘'Verily,  I  say  unto  you,  the  publicans  and  harlots  shall  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  before  you”  ?  There  are  some 
poor  wretches  who,  sheltered  from  last  night’s  storm  under 
some  wayside  bush,  or  slept  in  a  common  lodging-house  of 
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New  York,  with  whom  I  would  rather  take  my  chances  at  the 
last  great  day  than  with  some  who  flatter  themselves  they  never 
break  one  of  the  Ten  Commandments,  and  whose  lips  drip 
poison  every  day. 

May  I  bring  the  thought  to  a  point  ?  My  dear  friend,  Dr. 
Ross,  said  to  me  the  other  day  that  he  thought  censoriousness 
was  the  darling  sin  of  the  pious.  I  am  not  sure  but  that  we 
ministers  are  more  in  danger  of  that  sin  than  the  rest  of  the 
folks.  As  an  illustration,  when  Henry  Drummond  was  taxed 
with  charges  of  heresies,  Mr.  Sankey  made  a  brief  abstract 
from  one  of  Drummond’s  writings  and,  sending  it  to  him, 
asked  if  those  words  did  not  represent  what  he  believed  con¬ 
cerning  the  great  verities  of  the  evangelical  faith.  In  Mr. 
Drummond’s  reply  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  that  all 
calling  themselves  by  the  sacred  name  of  Christian  had  the 
charity  of  Mr.  Sankey,  and  that  they  were  willing  at  least  to 
give  a  man  a  fair  trial  before  convicting  him ;  and,  among 
other  things,  said :  “The  way  to  spoil  souls,  to  make  them 
hard  and  bitter  and  revengeful,  is  to  treat  them  as  many  peo¬ 
ple  treat  me.  If  I  have  escaped  this  terrible  fate,  it  is  because 
there  are  others,  like  yourself,  who  ‘think  no  evil.’  But  tell 
your  friends  that  they  know  not  what  they  do,  or  what  sol¬ 
emn  interest  they  imperil  when  they  judge.” 

Go  back  to  St.  Paul :  “Let  all  bitterness,  and  wrath,  and 
anger,  and  clamor,  and  evil  speaking,  be  put  away  from  you, 
with  all  malice."  And  let  no  man  deceive  himself,  for  be¬ 
cause  of  these  things  also  cometh  the  wrath  of  God  upon  the 
sons  of  disobedience. 

We  want  our  consciences  educated  concerning  what,  for 
lack  of  a  better  term,  we  may  call  the  minor  moralities  of  life. 
I  mean  virtues  like  kindliness,  patience,  courtesy,  considerate¬ 
ness,  graciousness.  It  is  the  lily  work  that  is  so  often  wanting 
in  our  lives.  We  are  strong,  but  we  are  not  tender.  We  are 
good,  but  we  are  not  gracious.  We  speak  the  truth,  and  we 
do  it  sometimes  with  a  tongue  like  a  fire,  and  then  flatter  our¬ 
selves  for  wholesome  plain  speaking  and  forget  what  Paul 
said :  “Speaking  the  truth  in  love.”  Why  will  we  put 
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asunder  the  beauty  and  the  strength  which  God  has  joined 
together.  In  the  life  of  our  jMaster  as  never  before,  set  like 
perfect  music  unto  noble  words,  beauty  and  strength  are  met 
together ;  and  in  this,  as  in  all  other  things,  He  has  left  us  an 
example  that  we  should  follow  His  steps.  To  see  Him,  to 
follow  Him,  to  grow  like  Him,  that  is  our  work.  When  we 
do  that  the  world  will  be  His.  It  is  vain  merely  that  we 
speak  of  Him.  We  must  reveal  Him  by  the  worthy  walk  and 
the  holy  life,  which  can  only  be  theirs  who  have  learned  to 
company  with  Him  many  days. 


“VESSELS  OF  WRATH” 
By  Professor  R.  R.  Lloyd. 


I  am  to  speak  to  you  on  the  9th  chapter  of  Romans,  and  I 
approach  its  problems  with  great  humility  and  diffidence. 

The  thing  that  is  formed  shall  not  say  to  him  that  formed 
it,  shall  it,  “Why  didst  thou  make  me  thus”?  Hath  not  the 
potter  authority  over  the  clay  to  make  from  the  same  lump 
the  one  vessel  for  special  service,  but  the  other  for  common 
service?  Now,  what  if  God,  though  willing  to  show  His  wrath 
and  to  make  known  His  ability,  carried  in  much  long  suffering 
instruments  of  wrath,  waited  to  destroy  in  order  that  He  might 
make  known  the  wealth  of  His  glory  toward  instruments  of 
mercy  which  He  prepared  beforehand  to  give  glory. 

To  find  out  the  sources  of  the  difficulty,  and  the  sources  of 
the  difficulty  of  this  passage  are  in  the  translation,  the  au¬ 
thorized,  the  English  versions  are  following  the  Vulgate.  To 
what  does  Paul  here  compare  his  God?  To  a  potter.  To 
what  kind  of  a  potter  would  the  apostle  compare  His  God,  to  a 
sane  or  an  insane  potter?  To  a  sane  potter.  What  kind  of 
vessels,  then,  does  a  sane  potter  form?  Does  a  sane  potter 
ever  form  a  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  honoring  a  vessel?  No. 
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Does  a  sane  potter  ever  make  a  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  dis¬ 
honoring  the  vessel?  No.  A  sane  potter  makes  vessels  for 
special  use,  and  for  common  use,  and  only  these  two  kinds. 
It  follows  then,  that  if  God  is  a  sane  potter  He  never  made  a 
vessel  for  the  purpose  of  honoring  the  vessel  and  He  never 
made  a  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  dishonoring  the  vessel.  But 
He  does  make  vessels  for  special  service  and  for  common 
service.  Paul  was  a  vessel  for  special  service.  He  was  to 
bear  the  name  of  God  unto  the  Gentiles ;  but  blessed  Dorcas, 
who  was  full  of  the  good  deeds  which  she  did,  was  a  vessel  for 
common  use ;  and  God  rewards  with  honor  each  vessel  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  its  fidelity  in  His  service  in  the  sphere  and  work 
where  God  has  placed  it. 

We  are  now  prepared  to  go  forward  to  talk  about  the  ves¬ 
sels  of  wrath,  and  we  find  that  God  is  angry  at  some  one. 
.The  first  chapter  and  the  18th  verse  tells  us  that  God  is  angry 
towards  all  ungodly  and  unrighteous  men,  and  the  9th  chapter 
and  226.  verse  teaches  that  He  is  willing  to  show  His  wrath. 
We  are  also  told  that  He  is  able  to  show  His  ability.  Observe 
that  the  words  which  are  here  translated  in  the  authorized  ver¬ 
sion,  “His  power,”  are  not  the  same  words  as  the  Greek, 
translated  “His  power,”  in  verse  17.  Here  we  find  that  the 
Greek  word  denotes  that  which  was  possible  for  God  to  do ; 
hence,  the  best  version  is  the  one  already  given  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  lecture,  namely :  His  ability. 

We  must  now  again  notice  this  phrase,  “carry  instruments 
of  wrath.”  The  Greek  verb  which  I  translate  “carry”  always 
bears  this  meaning  in  Greek  literature  whenever  it  is  used  with 
the  object  skeuos  (instrument  or  vessel).  To  this  statement 
there  is  no  exception.  Consequently,  this  word  ought  to  bear 
this  meaning  in  this  particular  passage  provided  it  makes  good 
sense  in  harmony  with  the  rest  of  the  passage.  This  meaning 
is  demanded  by  its  context,  hence  we  must  accept  it. 

Let  us  now  consider  the  phrase  “instruments  of  wrath.” 
The  only  place  in  the  Greek  literature  of  the  New  Testament 
period  and  preceding  periods  where  this  phrase  is  used  is 
Jeremiah  1,  25  (Septuagint) .  In  that  passage  all  Greek  schol- 
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ars  agree  in  translating  it  “weapons  of  indignation.  ’  Its 
Hebrew  equivalent  is  translated  in  the  same  way  by  all  Hebrew 
scholars,  and  the  context  of  the  passage  in  Jeremiah  demands 
such  a  translation.  If  this  meaning  of  this  phrase  will  satisfy 
the  context  of  the  phrase  in  the  New  Testament,  then  it  must 
be  adopted.  We  may  further  notice  that  the  Hebrew  phrase 
which  is  found  in  Jeremiah  1,  25,  is  also  used  in  Isaiah  xiii,  5, 
where  it  is  also  translated  by  every  Hebrew  scholar,  “weapons 
of  indignation,”  and  the  connection  shows  that  God  in  Isaiah 
and  Jeremiah  is  pictured  as  the  general-in-chief  of  the  armies 
of  Israel,  who  is  determined  upon  the  punishment  of  Babylon 
in  order  that  He  might  show  His  mercy  toward  Israel,  the  in¬ 
strument  which  he  had  prepared  beforehand  to  show  His 
mercy.  Hence  He  carries  the  instruments  of  His  wrath  to 
destroy  His  enemies  and  the  enemies  of  His  people,  but  He 
carries  them  in  much  long-suffering.  In  these  Old  Testament 
passages  the  instruments  of  God’s  wrath  are  the  nations  that 
surround  Babylon.  In  Joel  ii,  25,  we  find  that  the  canker-worm 
and  the  caterpillar,  and  the  palmer-worm,  are  called  by  God 
“My  great  army  which  I  sent  among  you.”  They  were  fitted 
to  destroy.  The  plagues  of  Egypt  were  instruments  of  His 
wrath  to  destroy  the  Egyptians.  Scores  of  other  passages 
might  be  taken  from  the  Old  Testament  and  some  even  from 
the  New  Testament  where  we  see  men  and  things  used  by  God 
as  instruments  to  punish  His  enemies  and  the  enemies  of  His 
people. 

The  question  as  to  who  prepares  these  instruments  of  the 
wrath  of  God  is  now  evidently  answered,  for  all  of  these 
passages  which  we  have  considered,  especially  Jeremiah  1,  25, 
teach  us  distinctly  that  they  were  prepared  by  God  to  destroy 
those  at  whom  He  was  angry.  Observe  that  these  instru¬ 
ments  of  wrath  are  fitted  by  God  to  destroy.  The  phrase 
which  I  translate  “to  destroy”  may  be  also  rendered  “to  be 
destroyed”  and  “as  or  for  destruction.”  But  the  general 
meaning  is  “to  destroy.”  Compare  the  remarks  which  I  have 
made  on  the  phrase  “unto  honor”  and  “unto  dishonor.”  Com¬ 
pare  also  Rom.  i,  16,  and  I  Thess.  iv,  17.  Scores  of  other 
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passages  from  the  letters  of  Paul  and  other  books  of  the  New 
Testament  might  be  adduced  were  it  necessary. 

The  next  point  which  we  notice  in  the  interpretation  of  this 
passage  is  that  God  carries  these  instruments  of  His  wrath  in 
order  that  He  might  show  the  riches  of  His  glory  toward  in¬ 
struments  of  mercy.  That  is,  instruments  which  He  had  pre¬ 
pared  to  show  His  mercy.  Care  must  be  taken  not  to  assume 
that  these  instruments  of  mercy  are  identical  with  the  vessels 
for  special  service  because  there  is  nothing  in  the  text  that 
would  justify  such  an  assumption.  These  instruments  of 
mercy  are  not  defined.  Hence,  we  must  leave  the  conception 
as  indefinite  in  our  interpretation  as  it  is  in  the  text.  These 
instruments  of  mercy  are  left  indefinite  except  so  far  as  the 
phrase  “us  whom  He  hath  called,  not  of  the  Jews  only,  but  also 
of  the  Gentiles”  (verse  24).  The  one  thing  that  we  should  ob¬ 
serve  is  that  vessels  of  mercy  are  vessels  that  God  uses  to  show 
His  mercy.  This  interpretation  is  demanded  by  the  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  parallel  phrase  “instruments  of  wrath.”  Observe 
that  God  has  prepared  these  instruments  of  mercy  some  time 
before  the  writing  of  this  epistle.  How  long  before  no  one 
can  tell ;  hence,  we  must  not  be  wise  beyond  what  is  written. 
But  these  are  prepared  to  give  God  glory,  and  their  glory  is 
obtained  when  they  give  God  glory. 

We  see  in  these  verses  about  instruments  of  wrath  and 
instruments  of  honor  that  God  is  pictured  as  angry  at  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  His  people  and  is  carrying  patiently  the  weapons  which 
He  might  use  to  destroy  them.  This  is  a  picture  of  God’s 
mercv  towards  the  sinners,  and  the  fact  that  this  attitude  of 
forbearance  in  anger  towards  sinners  is  due  to  the  fact  that  He 
desires  to  show  mercy  to  the  instruments  of  His  mercy  teaches 
us  that  God  is  wonderfully  well  disposed  towards  the  people 
who  are  serving  him.  The  careful  reader  will  not  fail  to  ob¬ 
serve  that  Paul  has  not  finished  the  sentence.  This  unfinished 
sentence  has  attracted  the  attention  of  all  scholars ;  hence,  no 
particular  attention  need  to  be  given  to  it  at  this  time. 

If  the  interpretation  which  has  been  given  to  the  potter  and 
his  clay  and  to  those  carrying  instruments  of  wrath  is  correct, 
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then  it  must  be  in  harmony  with  the  teaching  of  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  about  Pharaoh.  Hence,  we  must  consider  the  statements 
made  in  the  17th  and  18th  verses  about  God’s  relation  to 
Pharaoh.  To  understand  the  statements  made  on  this  topic 
we  must  begin  with  the  14th  verse,  which  asks  this  question : 
"There  is  no  unrighteousness  with  God,  is  there?”  By  no 
means.  This  is  equivalent  to  saying  that  God  deals  with  every 
person  on  the  basis  of  justice,  that  which  is  right.  And  in  sup¬ 
port  of  this  Paul  quotes  the  words  of  Moses,  "I  will  have  mercy 
upon  whom  I  will  have  mercy,”  and,  "I  will  have  compassion 
upon  whom  I  will  have  compassion,”  and  the  emphasis  in  this 
phrase  is  on  the  subject,  "I  will.”  Compassion  toward  men 
is  conditioned  on  the  will  of  God.  This  is  evident  from  the 
following  verse.  It  follows  therefore  that  it  is  not  of  him  who 
desires,  nor  of  him  who  runs,  but  of  the  mercy  of  God.  ‘And 
in  further  elucidation  of  this  thought  Paul  has  quoted  the  pas¬ 
sage  about  Pharaoh  to  show  that  God  had  mercy  on  Pharaoh, 
for  we  read,  "Unto  this  purpose  I  raised  thee  up”  (that  is, 
brought  thee  into  connection  with  me  and  my  people),  or  (in 
order  that  I  might  show  to  thee),  or  (in  thy  experience)  my 
power  and  in  order  that  my  name  might  be  made  thoroughly 
known  in  all  the  land  (of  Egypt).  It  follows  then  that  He  has 
mercy  upon  whom  He  desires,  and  whom  He  desires  He  hard¬ 
ens.  The  careful  student  will  observe  that  Paul  is  here  quot¬ 
ing  from  the  Septuagint,  but  this  varies  from  the  Hebrew  of 
this  passage.  That  text  reads,  "For  unto  this  purpose  have  I 
raised  thee  up,”  or  (caused  thee  to  stand),  or  (preserved  thee 
alive)  "in  order  that  I  may  show  thee,”  etc.  This  difference 
between  the  two  texts  of  the  Old  Testament  is  easily  removed 
when  we  remember  that  the  phrase  "in  thee”  is  often  used  in 
the  Septuagint  as  equivalent  to  "to  them.”  A  study  of  Exodus 
will  show  that  God,  in  the  miracles  which  He  enabled  Moses  to 
perform,  desired  to  bring  Pharaoh  to  know  that  He  was  the 
only  true  and  living  God  and  in  view  of  this  knowledge,  to  wor¬ 
ship  Him.  Had  Pharaoh  accepted  the  revelations  which  God 
had  given  to  him,  he  then  would  have  converted  all  the  Egyp¬ 
tians  in  the  Oriental  fashion,  namely,  by  commanding  them 
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at  the  peril  of  their  lives  to  worship  his  God.  Recall  the 
case  of  Darius  and  the  God  of  Daniel.  This  was  the  Oriental, 
the  early  Christian  method  of  converting  nations.  In  this  way, 
through  the  conversion  of  Pharaoh,  the  name  of  God  would 
have  been  thoroughly  announced  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt. 

The  hardening  of  Pharaoh’s  heart  is  said,  in  the  Book  of 
Exodus,  to  be  brought  about  by  God  and  by  Pharaoh.  But, 
this  hardening  must  not  be  construed  as  teaching  that  Pharaoh 
was  beyond  the  pale  of  salvation  from  sin  because  hardening 
denotes  obstinacy  of  the  intellect  and  will  and  because  the 
thought  of  salvation  from  sin  does  not  appear  on  the  horizon 
of  the  Book  of  Exodus.  In  support  of  these  statements  we  find 
that  the  apostles  were  hardened,  but  they  were  not  beyond  the 
pale  of  salvation.  Hardening  of  mind  affects  their  perception, 
and  not  their  feelings.  This  twofold  agency  in  the  hardening 
of  Pharaoh  is  to  be  explained  in  the  light  of  the  facts  which 
the  Book  of  Exodus  furnishes  to  us.  The  Israelites  are  in 
bondage,  but  God  had  promised  to  Abraham  that  they  should 
be  delivered  from  this  bondage.  This  deliverance  could  be 
accomplished  only  in  one  of  two  ways :  Either  by  Pharaoh 
being  willing  to  let  them  go  at  the  request  of  God,  or  by  God 
forcing  him  to  let  them  go.  The  former  method  failed,  al¬ 
though  Pharaoh  had  abundant  evidence  to  justify  his  believing 
in  God,  and  therefore  obeying  God.  Failure  of  this  first  method 
necessitated  recourse  to  the  second.  But  if  God  had  not  in¬ 
sisted  upon  Pharaoh  doing  as  He  requested  him,  Pharaoh 
would  not  have  resisted,  but  the  resistance  made  him  more  and 
more  obstinate.  But  because  God  took  the  initiative  in  this 
process  of  hardening,  He  is  supposed  to  have  done  the  whole 
thing.  The  Oriental  people  continually  speak  of  a  person  who 
makes  possible  the  performance  of  any  act  by  another  person 
as  the  author  of  the  act,  and  the  second  person  is  wholly  ig¬ 
nored.  In  other  words,  if  God  commands  anybody  to  do  any¬ 
thing  or  permits  anybody  to  do  anything,  or  helps  any  one  to 
do  anything,  He  is  said  to  do  that  thing,  and  the  actual  doer 
is  omitted.  This  idiom  is  the  only  one  that  can  possibly  throw 
light  upon  such  phrases  as,  “Behold,  I  create  good  and  evil,” 
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“Is  there  evil  in  the  city  and  I  did  not  create  it.”  These  phrases 
mean  that  God  had  created  man  with  the  power  of  doing  either 
good  or  evil,  and  therefore  He  said,  “I  have  created  the  good 
and  the  evil."  This  idiom  is  found  on  nearly  every  page  of  the 
Old  and  New  Testament.  It  may  also  be  found  on  nearly 
every  page  of  any  Oriental  literature,  and  it  enables  us  to  ac¬ 
count  fully  for  the  twofold  expressions  respecting  the  harden¬ 
ing  of  Pharaoh’s  heart.  “God  hardened  his  heart.”  “Pharaoh 
hardened  his  heart.”  These  expressions  mean  that  God  insisted 
upon  Pharaoh  doing  that  which  no  sane  statesman  worthy  of 
the  name  of  a  statesman  would  then,  or  now,  be  willing  to  do. 
And  then  refusal  to  do  what  seemed  to  him  to  be  suicidal  was 
the  thing  that  made  him  more  and  more  obstinate,  or  hard¬ 
ened  his  heart.  We  see  then,  that  God  recognizes  the  ability 
of  Pharaoh  to  obey  or  disobey  Him,  and  when  Pharaoh  pro¬ 
mises  to  obey,  God  removes  the  plagues  in  answer  to  Pharaoh's 
entreaties,  and  thus  shows  that  He  did  not  determine  before¬ 
hand  to  kill  Pharaoh. 

But  the  Oriental  idiom  to  which  attention  has  been  called, 
and  which  we  Occidentals  ignore  in  our  interpretation,  harmo¬ 
nizes  fully  the  part  of  God  in  the  hardening,  and  the  part  of 
Pharaoh.  It  is  because  the  whole  process  was  conditioned  upon 
Pharaoh's  activity  that  God  blamed  Pharaoh  for  not  obeying 
Him  in  view  of  the  help  which  the  plagues  and  their  removal 
were  intended  to  give  him.  Thus  we  see  that  this  passage 
about  Pharaoh  harmonizes  with  the  teaching  of  the  potter  and 
his  clay  and  with  the  passage  concerning  the  “instruments  of 
wrath.” 
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SERMON  BY  THE  REV.  JAMES  MURSELL,  OF 

LONDON. 

August  20,  1902. 

I  felt  that  after  the  space  since  I  last  spoke  to  you  and  from 
the  fact  that  many  have  come  here  in  the  interval,  that  I  must, 
to  some  extent,  go  over  the  old  ground  if  I  am  to  be  of  any 
help  in  the  remaining  addresses  that,  as  God  shall  aid  me,  I 
have  to  give  here.  And,  therefore,  I  want  to  ask  your  atten¬ 
tion  for  a  little  while  to  words  to  be  found  in  the  second  chapter 
of  the  book  of  Revelation  of  St.  John  and  its  fourth  verse : 
“Thou  hast  let  go  thy  first  love.”  “I  have  somewhat  against 
thee,”  says  the  exalted  Christ  to  this  Christian  minister  who 
was  head  of  the  church  at  Ephesus.  Up  to  this  point  the  char¬ 
acter  described  for  us  is  one  of  which  any  minister  might  be 
proud,  or  at  all  events  which  he  might  covet :  “I  know  thy 
works,  and  thy  labor,  and  thy  patience,  and  how  thou  canst  not 
bear  them  which  are  evil :  and  thou  hast  tried  them  which  say 
they  are  apostles,  and  are  not,  and  hast  found  them  liars :  and 
hast  borne,  and  hast  patience,  and  for  my  name’s  sake  has  la¬ 
bored,  and  hast  not  fainted.”  That  is  a  fair  picture  and  it 
shows  all  the  brighter  because  the  background  is  so  black.  It 
was  at  Ephesus,  one  of  the  wickedest  and  worldliest  cities  of 
the  ancient  time.  Ephesus  was  the  busy  mart  of  Oriental  com¬ 
merce.  Here  was  the  temple  of  the  great  Diana.  Here, 
whether  taught  by  Paul,  whether  by  Apollo,  or  by  John,  a 
Christian  church  had  sprung  up.  Its  minister  and  members 
had  been  marked  for  their  fidelity  to  the  Gospel.  They  had 
received  it  with  a  reality  or  faith  and  wealth  of  love  that 
gladdened  the  heart  of  the  great  apostle  of  the  Gentiles.  We 
know  this  from  the  Book  of  Acts  and  the  epistles  which  Paul 
wrote  to  them  and  churches  in  their  neighborhood.  They  were 
still  girt  with  strength,  as  the  apostle  had  bade  them  be  in  the 
closing  words  of  his  letter :  “Be  strong,  my  brethren,  in  the 
Lord.”  We  read :  “I  know  thy  work  and  thy  patience.”  They 
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were  strengthened  to  serve.  They  were  strong  to  resist.  They 
were  strong  to  endure.  What  a  picture  of  ministerial  fidelity ! 
What  a  vision  of  church  life !  “Nevertheless,”  there  is  a 
change  in  the  accents  of  the  royal  voice:  “Nevertheless  I  have 
somewhat  against  thee.”  W  hat  might  the  Master  have  against 
such  a  church  and  such  a  leader  ?  Look  at  the  fire  upon  the 
altar.  It  was  almost  out.  Look  at  that  shadow  creeping  up 
the  wall.  Look  at  the  angel  leaving  the  place ;  how  alone  and 
how  dreary  it  looks.  Chill  shadows  where  once  God’s  sunshine 
smiled,  and  solitude  where  once  the  Divine  presence  was  felt. 
These  were  gone,  although  the  work  went  on  as  usual.  The 
precepts  are  practised,  but  their  fragrance  is  lost;  beautiful 
conduct,  but  a  barren  heart.  “Thou  hast  let  go  thy  first  love.'* 

What  is  the  “first  love”  ?  How  can  you  understand  what  it 
is  unless  you  feel  it  or  have  felt  it  in  the  heart.  What  is  that 
strange  consuming  fire  ?  It  is  the  fire  of  a  young  life  going  out 
to  claim  its  own.  Take  a  little  child  and  place  it  in  its  mother  s 
arms,  a  light  shines  from  heaven  into  that  mother's  face.  It 
is  tlie  light  of  a  mother  s  first  love.  If  you  can  imagine  what 
that  shining  is,  then  you  know  something  of  what  these  words 
mean :  “Thy  first  love.”  I  sometimes  wonder  whether  we 
Christian  men  and  women  really  love  Christ ;  whether  we  really 
have  any  passion  of  personal  affection  for  our  Savior  and  our 
Lord.  “He  loved  me,  and  gave  Himself  for  me ;”  that  man  felt 
the  first  love  burning  like  a  fire  within  Him.  His  first  love 
was  before  yours.  My  Savior  and  Lord  made  mine  and  keeps 
it  alive.  That  love  need  never  pass  away.  Your  first  love  maw 
and  ought  to  be  your  last.  God’s  first  love  is  His  last. 

How  did  these  Ephesian  Christians  let  their  first  love  go  ?  At 
the  beginning  it  was  their  love  for  Him  that  inspired  their  labor 
and  their  hatred  of  evil  and  their  perseverance  under  persecu¬ 
tion.  They  worked  for  Him  because  they  loved  Him.  They 
hated  evil  because  they  loved  Him.  They  endured  persecution 
rather  than  give  Him  up.  Love,  then,  is  the  loss  of  self  in  the 
object  of  love.  It  is  absorption  in  another.  There  is  an  old 
Hindoo  fable  which  illustrates  this.  One  knocked  at  the  door 
of  the  building;  a  voice  answered,  “Who  is  there?”  The  an- 
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swer  was,  “It  is  I.”  The  voice  from  within  said,  “This  house 
will  not  hold  thee  and  me.”  The  door  remained  closed.  He  who 
knocked  returned  to  the  wilderness  and  spent  a  year  in  solitude 
and  prayer.  He  returned  and  knocked  again,  and  the  voice 
asked,  “Who  is  there?”  The  one  replied,  “It  is  thou."  That 
is  true.  Love  is  the  absorption  of  one  in  another  personality. 
The  first  word  is  not  I,  but  Christ;  not  my  will,  but  Thine. 
I  think  of  my  own  mother  tonight :  twenty-seven  years  ago,  left 
a  widow,  and  only  the  other  day  seventy  years  of  age.  In  the 
day  of  her  great  grief  she  turned  to  comfort  her  children.  She 
bore  the  sharpest  pinch  of  the  narrow  circumstances  that  we 
might  know  the  slightest  grip.  She  got  more  pleasure  out 
of  ours,  which  her  sacrifice  had  won.  So  perfectly  she  lost  her¬ 
self  that  it  was  not*  “I,”  but  the  “children.”  That  infinitely 
is  more  so  in  Jesus  Christ.  “For  He  hath  made  Him  to  be  sin 
for  us,  who  knew  no  sin ;  that  we  might  be  made  the  right¬ 
eousness  of  God  in  Him.”  He  not  only  died  for  us,  but  rose 
again  for  us.  “He  ever  liveth,”  not  to  please  Himself,  but.  “to 
make  intercession  for  us.”  “Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but 
Thee,"  and  “There  is  none  on  earth  that  I  desire  beside  Thee.” 
When  that  thought  is  deepening  in  your  life,  then  the  first  love 
is  strengthening  in  your  life.  But  when,  on  the  contrary,  de¬ 
sires  not  of  “Thy  will"  arise;  when  prayer  ceases  to  delight; 
when  you  persuade  yourself  that  your  wishes  are  God's  will  for 
you,  and  when  you  think  more  of  yourself  than  you  do  of 
Christ,  then  “Thou  hast  let  go  thy  first  love."  If  you  love 
Christ,  then  you  must  be  growing  like  Him. 

Christ  was  utterly  unlike  the  world :  Meek  and  lowly ;  in¬ 
vincibly  true  and  sincere ;  radiantly  pure ;  with  boundless  love 
for  men ;  without  one  tinge  of  dross  or  selfishness.  If  you  love 
Christ  you  must  be  growing  like  Him,  and  you  will  be  gentle, 
noble,  kind  and  true.  But  oh,  if  you  are  growing  impatient  and 
insincere,  and  discourteous  and  proud,  then  love  is  dying  out  of 
your  life.  You  can  not  be  self-contented  while  the  first  love 
burns  within  your  soul.  You  can  not  love  Christ  and  be  un¬ 
kindly  and  be  ill-tempered  and  careless  of  how  other  people 
get  on. 


203 


Then  love  clings  to  the  beloved  with  all  its  might.  It  can 
not  walk  alone,  and  so  it  clings  to  that  which  it  loves.  If  you 
love  Christ,  you  cling  to  Him;  your  love  will  make  you. 
These  Ephesian  Christians  came  to  think  they  could  walk 
alone,  and  Christ  missed  their  clinging  hands,  and  the  loosening 
of  their  hold  hurt  Him.  They  had  many  virtues,  but  their 
virtues  counted  for  little  or  nothing  then.  The  virtue  has  gone 
out  of  virtue  when  love  has  gone.  Better  the  Magdalene  cling¬ 
ing,  a  mingled  thing  of  love  and  tears  at  Jesus’  feet,  than  the 
immaculate  Pharisee  who  has  never  loved  anything  better  than 
himself.  Have  you  got  hold  of  the  hem  of  His  garment  ?  Do 
you  lay  violent  hands  upon  Him,  saying,  “I  will  not  let  you 
go,  except  Thou  bless  me?”  If  so,  you  may  have  many  faults, 
but  if  you  love  Christ  and  tell  Him  your  sins,  there  is  promise 
of  victory  in  that  clinging  love.  Everything  is  possible  to 
omnipotent  love. 

Finally,  how  may  this  first  love  be  regained?  There  are  at 
least  three  steps  :  Remember ;  repent ;  and,  Do  the  first  works. 
How  did  these  Ephesian  Christians  get  it  back?  There  are 
such  things  as  inward  falls,  invisible  to  the  world,  but  seen 
by  Christ.  That  is  how  it  was  at  Ephesus.  The  work  went  on 
apparently  as  usual.  The  virtues  were  to  all  appearances  as 
conspicuous  as  ever,  and  yet,  an  inward  fall  had  taken  place. 
Something  had  vanished  from  their  hearts.  The  passion  of 
their  love  for  Christ  was  dead.  The  panting  of  their  souls  for 
God,  as  they  followed  hard  after  Him,  was  heard  no  more. 
The  cross  had  lost  its  meaning  and  its  charm  for  them,  and 
they  were  as  one  fallen  over  the  cliff  and  caught  upon  some 
crag  by  the  thread  of  their  garment.  They  had  fallen,  and 
they  were  on  the  edge  of  a  more  terrible  fall.  I  wonder 
whether  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  standing  in  the  midst  of  us  to-* 
night,  is  saying  to  any  one  of  us,  “Thou  art  fallen,  therefore 
remember.”  Do  you  remember  the  days  when  love  was  fresh 
to  you,  and  when  you  were  ready  to  do  anything,  or  go  any¬ 
where  for  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ?  Thou  art  fallen,  for  your 
heart  does  not  so  burn  today.  Do  you  remember  when  God’s 
mercy  was  fresh  every  morning,  and  when  prayer  was  a  de- 
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light ;  when  you  set  your  foot  and  trampled  on  the  mountain 
of  your  besetting  sin  and  sang  the  conqueror's  song?  Do  you 
recall  the  memories  of  the  past,  the  sweetest,  the  brightest  of 
them  all?  Remember,  thou  art  fallen.  That  is  the  first  step. 

The  second  step  is  to  repent.  If  you  really  remember  you 
are  bound  to  repent.  No  man  with  living  memories  of  the 
height  will  linger  long  in  the  depths.  When  we  are  lowest  down 
in  our  own  sight  we  are  highest  up  in  God’s.  We  shall  be 
ashamed  of  ourselves ;  we  shall  repent  in  dust  and  ashes  of  our 
coldness,  and  love  of  pride,  and  pleasures  of  the  world,  and 
many  wanderings.  We  shall  kneel  at  His  feet  and  say,  “I  am 
a  sinful  man,  oh,  Lord."  He  will  stand  by  you  and  .say,  “My 
child,  arise ;  do  the  first  works.” 

Do  the  first  works.  That  is  the  third  step  toward  getting 
back  the  first  love.  You  say,  why  doesn’t  He  say,  love  the  first 
love ;  they  had  been  doing  the  first  works  all  the  time.  No, 
they  had  only  seemed  to  be  doing  them.  What  is,  is  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  what  seems  to  be.  All  that  glitters  is  not  gold, 
and  all  that  makes  a  show  of  virtue  is  not  really  virtue.  Ap¬ 
pearances  are  deceitful,  even  in  spiritual  affairs.  You  may 
appear  to  be  teaching  your  Sunday  school  class  when  really  you 
are  talking  against  time.  But,  there  is  another  thing;  it  is 
absolutely  impossible  for  a  man  to  do  the  first  works  without 
the  first  love  in  his  heart.  Then  what  in  the  world  does  the 
exalted  Savior  mean  by  telling  us  to  do  the  first  works  without 
the  first  love?  He  is  only  dealing  with  us  in  His  divine  and 
masterly  way.  Our  Lord  does  not  say  we  can  do  the  first 
works  without  the  first  love.  What  He  says  is  just  this:  Be¬ 
gin  on  this  instant  to  do  the  first  works.  Just  as  He  said  to 
the  man  with  the  withered  hand,  “Stretch  it  out.”  Make  the 
.effort,  man.  Have  faith  enough,  although  you  have  not  love 
enough  to  set  to  work.  Venture  the  impossible  because  it  is 
His  command.  My  brother,  do  you  imagine  that  while  you 
have  been  remembering  and  repenting  God  has  been  sitting 
with  folded  arms  idly  on  His  throne  ?  I  tell  you,  nay.  He  was 
remembering  too,  as  you  remembered  ;  only  He  was  not  remem¬ 
bering  your  sins.  He  was  remembering  His  covenant  of  love 
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and  mercy,  His  Son’s  sacrifice  and  intercession  while  you  re¬ 
pent.  He  stooped  down  and  lifted  you  and  restored  your  first 
love.  You  say,  but  I  do  not  feel  it.  Quite  naturally.  When 
I  was  a  little  fellow  my  mother  used  to  wrap  up  nasty  medi¬ 
cines  in  sweetmeats.  God  wraps  up  the  joy  in  the  pain.  You 
do  the  right  thing  and,  as  one  said,  God  will  make  you  a 
present  of  the  right  feeling.  Will  to  do  the  first  works. 
Stretch  our  your  hand  at  Christ's  command.  God  is  working 
in  secret  in  your  life.  As  you,  in  weakness,  stretch  your  arms  to 
do  the  first  w^orks,  He  will  pour  water  on  the  thirsty,  and  al¬ 
though  the  feeling  of  the  first  love  does  not  come  just  yet, 
the  power  will  come  and  baptize  you,  and  in  that  power  you 
will  do  the  first  works.  That  is  the  way  the  first  love  comes ; 
through  the  doorway  of  a  contrite  spirit.  The  first  love  thus 
steals  back  into  the  lives  of  those  who  let  go.  It  is  a  blessed 
thing  for  me,  if  not  for  you,  that  that  is  so,  for  love  is  the  one 
supreme  necessity  of  life.  Let  the  first  love  go  and  never  seek 
it  again,  and  though  you  are  not  lost  from  grace,  you  are  lost  to 
the  highest  and  best  uses  of  grace.  Let  it  go,  and  seek  it  again, 
and  He  who  brought  the  first  love  to  you  will  bring  it  back 
again,  and  will  give  you  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  life  which  is  in 
the  paradise  of  God.  Oh,  the  sadness  of  a  life  which  is  filled 
with  virtue,  but  out  of  which  the  love  has  gone.  But,  oh.  the 
gladness  and  glory  of  a  life  which,  when  it  sobs  out  a  day  of 
failure  in  Jesus’  ear,  is  answered  by  the  blessed  words,  “Never¬ 
theless,  since  thou  hast  remembered,  repented  and  obeyed,  I 
now  restore  thy  first  love  to  thy  heart." 


THE  ISLE  OF  BEAUTY:  JAMAICA. 

Miss  Croll,  missionary  of  the  United  Free  Church  of  Scot¬ 
land  to  the  East  Indians  in  Jamaica,  West  Indies,  who  is  work¬ 
ing  under  the  auspices  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Jamaica, 
gave  a  graphic  picture  of  that  “Isle  of  Beauty."  It  is  green 
and  fertile  beyond  description,  with  a  wealth  of  rich,  tropical 
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and  varied  vegetation  which  could  hardly  be  surpassed  any¬ 
where.  The  population  is  700,000 ;  less  than  three  per  cent,  are 
whites.  The  natives  are  descendants  of  slaves,  and  are  a  mis¬ 
sionary  spirited  people.  After  they  were  freed  they  sent  the 
gospel  to  their  kindred  in  Old  Calabar,  Africa,  and  now  they 
are  helping  in  the  mission  to  the  East  Indians,  which  is  a  for¬ 
eign  mission  right  at  their  doors.  Although  the  greatest  length 
of  Jamaica  is  only  140  miles,  its  greatest  width  45  miles,  a 
variety  of  climate  can  be  found,  just  as  in  large  continents. 

It  is  now  more  than  fifty  years  ago  since  the  system  of  East 
Indian  coolie  immigration  was  inaugurated  to  supply  labor  for 
the  estates  in  the  island.  Forty-two  years  ago  Rev.  J.  Robb, 
D.  D.,  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  wrote  in  the  newspapers 
against  the  system.  When  his  letters  were  brought  to  the  no¬ 
tice  of  the  Governor,  he  said,  “We  bring  them  to  your  doors, 
you  can  do  your  best  to  convert  them.” 

Alas !  the  Church  did  not  accept  the  challenge  then,  but 
lapsed  into  indifference,  partly  because  of  the  fact  that  the  im¬ 
migrants  were  ousting  native-born  laborers,  that  it  was  more 
difficult  to  realize  heathenism  at  their  doors  than  far  away,  and 
more  than  all,  perhaps,  the  barrier  of  language.  There  was  no 
one  on  the  spot  ready  to  speak  to  the  immigrants  in  their  own 
tongue,  and  to  do  mission  work  by  means  of  an  interpreter  was 
hopeless.  So  it  happened  that  instead  of  the  returning  immi¬ 
grants  going  back  to  their  native  land  carrying  the  light  of 
Christ  with  them,  thousands  who  had  for  ten  years  at  least  been 
sojourners  in  a  nominally  Christian  land  went  back  heathen, 
as  they  had  come. 

Eight  years  ago  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Jamaica  was 
thoroughly  aroused  to  her  responsibility  in  the  matter  and  a 
mission  to  the  East  Indians  was  set  on  foot.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Kenneth  Grant,  of  the  Canadian  Mission,  Trinidad,  who  for 
thirty-two  years  has  worked  among  the  East  Indian  immigrants 
in  that  island,  gave  valuable  advice  and  supplied  two  East 
Indian  catechists  trained  in  the  Theological  College  there. 

These  men  set  to  work  bravely  in  different  parts  of  the 
island  among  the  immigrants,  who  are  scattered  all  over  the 
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districts  where  bananas,  pine-apples,  cocoanuts,  oranges  or 
sugar-cane  are  cultivated  to  any  extent.  They  are  bound  by 
the  terms  of  their  indenture  to  serve  one  master  for  a  period 
of  five  years ;  after  ten  years  they  are  free  to  return  to  their  own 

land. 

Terrible  was  the  state  of  ignorance  and  heathenism  those 
two  catechists  found  among  their  fellow-countrymen  all 
either  Hindus  or  Mahomedans.  At  length  a  few  converts 
began  to  rally  round  them  and  to  cheer  and  help  them  in  the 

work. 

In  God’s  wonderful  providence,  the  Rev.  W  .  F.  Martin,  of 
Rajputana,  India,  whose  health  had  broken  down  in  that  try¬ 
ing  climate,  was  appointed  by  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  to 
a  charge  in  Jamaica.  He  knew  the  language  of  the  Easterners 
well,  having  served  seven  years  in  India.  Very  soon  he  was 
asked  by  the  synod  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  the  island 
to  superintend  the  East  Indian  mission.  Under  his  guidance 
and  direction  the  work  grew  rapidly.  Three  more  catechists 
were  needed,  and  sent  from  Trinidad;  and  four  years  ago, 
when  Miss  Croll  arrived  in  Jamaica,  hundreds  of  converts  had 
been  baptized  and  three  East  Indian  churches  built. 

Her  work  in  Kingston  and  the  suburbs  has  been  signally 
blessed  of  God.  Many  souls  have  been  led  from  the  darkness 
of  heathenism  to  know  and  to  love  Jesus.  Notwithstanding 
most  bitter  persecution  by  the  heathen  priests,  these  converts 
stand  firm  and  show  by  their  lives  whose  they  are  and  whom 
they  serve.  A  very  nice  East  Indian  church  has  been  built  in 
Kingston,  also  a  prayer  house  in  the  suburbs.  Air.  Samuel 
Kangaboo,  East  Indian  catechist,  helps  Miss  Croll  in  the  work. 
They  visit  the  East  Indians  in  the  hospitals  and  in  the  alms¬ 
houses,  and  many  a  poor  sufferer  is  thus  helped  and  comforted. 

About  a  year  and  a  half  ago  the  Governor  of  the  island,  Sir 
Augustus  Hemming,  appointed  Miss  Croll  honorary  chaplain 
for  East  Indian  prisoners  confined  in  the  prisons  of  the  colony, 
on  consideration  of  service  she  was  able  to  render  to  a  poor 
East  Indian  who  was  executed  for  the  murder  of  an  old  East 
Indian  woman.  Miss  Croll  ministered  to  the  unfortunate  man 
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for  a  month  after  the  death  sentence  was  given  and  was  with 
him  until  an  hour  before  the  end.  He  was  an  ignorant  Hindu 
when  she  saw  him  first,  but  he  died  a  penitent  Christian.  His 
last  words  were,  “My  faith  is  in  Jesus  only,  and  I  cover  myself 
with  Him.”  Since  Miss  Croll’s  chaplaincy  commenced  fifteen 
prisoners  have  confessed  their  faith  and  been  baptized.  She 
holds  services  in  Hindu  four  times  weekly  in  the  two  prisons  of 
the  island.  Her  work  in  the  leper  home  has  also  been  richly 
blessed,  and  the  poor  sufferers  eagerly  look  forward  to  her 
weekly  visits. 

Miss  Croll  served  under  the  United  Presbyterian  church  in 
Rajputana,  India,  where  she  acquired  the  language  of  the  East¬ 
erns,  among  whom  she  works  in  the  Island  of  Jamaica. 


THE  “OPEN  DOOR”  AND  ITS  MEANING  TO  YOUNG 

PEOPLE. 

Address  Delivered  by  C.  Curtis  McIntire,  at  Winona 

Lake  Bible  Conference. 

In  one  of  his  messages  to  Governor-General  Taft,  of  the 
Philippines,  President  Roosevelt  said :  “The  greatest  thing 
in  the  world  is  to  have  an  opportunity  coupled  with  the 
capacity  of  doing  a  piece  of  work,  the  doing  of  which  is  of 
.vital  importance  to  the  welfare  of  mankind.”  And  that  piece 
of  work  which  is  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  the  welfare  of 
mankind,  we  claim,  is  none  other  than  lifting  the  human  race 
out  of  the  filth  and  dirt  of  the  world  up  to  the  plane  demanded 
by  man’s  better  self,  by  giving  to  the  world  the  greatest  gift 
in  the  world,  the  knowledge  of  Him,  whom  to  know  is  life 
eternal. 

“Opportunity,  coupled  with  the  capacity” — the  secret  of  suc¬ 
cess  of  whatever  work  undertaken,  whether  it  be  carried  on  by 
an  individual,  by  the  government,  or  by  the  church.  The  his- 
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tory  of  the  advancement  of  the  Church,  particularly  the 
marvelous  spread  of  the  gospel  in  Pauline  days,  and  the  en¬ 
trance  of  Christianity  into  northern  Europe,  America  and  the 
open  doors  of  the  world,  is  but  the  repeated  story  of  opportu¬ 
nity  rightly  grasped  by  the  hand  of  the  Church.  But  in  no  one 
period  in  all  her  history  has  the  Church  been  confronted  by 
such  an  unparalleled  opportunity  as  today.  It  is  clearly  seen 
why  Paul  did  not  go  in  his  day,  say,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
South  seas,  for  in  the  first  place,  he  did  not  know  of  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  those  people,  if,  indeed,  they  did  exist ;  and  secondly, 
if  he  had  known  of  their  existence,  he  had  no  means  of  reach¬ 
ing  them.  But  neither  of  these  reasons  can  be  alleged  by  us 
today,  for  our  neglect  in  taking  Christ  to  the  world.  For  no 
man  has  a  right  to  say  that  there  is  any  inhabited  part  of  the 
globe  unknown  to  the  Church  today,  or  that  it  is  impossible 
for  the  Church  to  reach,  through  the  means  of  modern  ma¬ 
chinery,  any  people  in  the  world  with  the  power  of  the  gospel. 

Begin,  if  you  will,  with  Mexico,  where  twelve  millions  of 
people  have  been  lying  ready  to  receive  the  gospel  since  the 
close  of  the  Mexican  war  in  1848.  Protestantism  in  its  true 
form  entered  Mexico,  first  largely  through  the  efforts  of  Ma¬ 
tilda  Rankin,  who,  from  her  seminary  at  Brownsville,  Texas, 
sent  New  Testaments  and  portions  of  Scripture  across  the  line, 
secluded  in  the  knapsacks  of  American  soldiers  and  on  the  per¬ 
son  of  Mexican  citizens  themselves.  Some  years  later  Miss 
Rankin  wrote :  “When  I  cast  my  eye  over  into  that  priest- 
ridden  country,  my  heart  yearned  for  its  emancipation.  I  knew 
the  transfer  of  Bibles  into  Mexico  to  be  a  direct  violation  of 
the  laws  of  the  country,  but  I  felt  God’s  word  to  be  above  all 
human  law,  and  no  earthly  power  had  the  right  of  withholding 
it  from  any  of  God’s  accountable  creatures.  And  now  since 
the  door  is  open  and  since  we  have  the  knowledge  of  such  con¬ 
secration  and  devotion  as  of  an  Aguilas,  or  of  a  Morales,  and 
since  denominationalism  on  the  part  of  the  mission  workers 
themselves  has  been  swallowed  up  in  their  zeal  to  take  Christ 
to  Mexico,  should  we  not  be  as  eager  to  enter  Mexico  as  Miss 
Rankin  was  when  the  doors  were  closed  ? 
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In  spite  of  the  opposition  of  a  bitter,  capricious,  unscrupu¬ 
lous  priesthood,  it  is  possible  for  Christ  to  be  made  known  in 
each  of  the  republics  of  Central  and  South  America.  In  the 
ten  leading  states  in  South  America,  you  can  trace  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  their  awakening  to  civilization  back  to  a  period  within 
five  years  after  the  entrance  of  the  missionary.  Think  of  forty- 
four  millions  of  people  who  for  three  hundred  years  have  been 
suffering  under  the  merciless  exactions  of  the  cruel  priests, 
practising  illegitimate  habits  through  the  looseness  of  the  laws 
of  the  church,  living  in  idolatry,  ignorance  and  sin  ;  all  from 
the  teachings  of  the  perverted  truth  of  Rome.  Or  think  of  the 
27,000  human  lepers  living  in  Colombia  alone  today  who  have 
never  yet  heard  of  Him  who  came  to  cleanse  the  leper  and  heal 
all  mankind  from  sin.  If  any  one  country,  as  a  country,  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  evangelization  of  Central  and  South  America 
it  is  our  own  country,  which  is  rendered  responsible  by  the 
binding  tenets  of  the  “Monroe  Doctrine.”  And  will  the  church 
enter  in  ? 

The  call  of  Africa  is  the  call  of  the  dying  thief  on  the  cross, 
“Lord  save  thyself  and  us,”  and  us  and  us.  Mr.  Jays 
of  West  Africa,  the  representative  of  the  British  Volunteer 
Movement  at  Toronto,  told  us  that  he  had  been  working  in 
a  town,  with  a  population  of  over  200,000  people,  where  he  was 
the  only  white  man  in  the  place.  To  find  another  missionary 
he  had  to  go  3,000  miles  to  the  east,  1,000  miles  to  the  north, 
and  hundreds  of  miles  to  the  south  to  the  Congo  basin.  Within 
this  vast  area  there  is  the  whole  of  the  Soudan  with  sixty 
millions  of  people,  forty  millions  north  of  the  Congo,  without 
a  single  missionary  today.  Mr.  Jays  one  time  stepped  into  a 
neighboring  village,  and  as  he  entered  he  saw  a  large  tree  in 
the  center  of  the  town,  on  every  branch  of  which  there  was 
placed  a  human  skull  which  those  heathen  had  sacrificed  in 
their  vain  attempts  to  bridge  over  that  immeasurable  chasm 
which  separates  God  from  man.  Do  you  ask,  “Are  these  people 
worth  saving?”  Out  of  that  very  tribe  there  was  taken  a  lad 
who,  when  he  was  four  years  old,  was  consecrated  to  the 
heathen  priesthood  by  his  pagan  father.  But  when  his  father 
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became  a  Christian,  he  willingly  gave  up  his  son  to  become  a 
missionary.  And  last  year  that  boy  was  in  Oxford  University, 
England,  and  was  considered  one  of  the  brightest  minds  in 
the  institution,  not  only  by  the  professors  but  by  his  class* 
mates.  There  is  no  human  being  in  the  world  but  what  has 
the  capacity,  mental  and  moral,  of  receiving  the  gospel.  All 
those  darkened  hearts  need  is  for  some  one  to  lift  the  curtain 
of  their  souls  and  let  the  Light  shine  in.  Africa’s  claim  upon 
Christianity  is  particularly  urgent.  Mohammedanism  is  sweep¬ 
ing  down  over  north  Africa  and  pushing  the  way  up  the 
valleys  of  the  Nile  and  Congo  rivers  with  marvelous  rapidity , 
gaining  thousands  of  followers  of  the  Prophet,  when  Chris¬ 
tianity  should  be  winning  them  for  the  King.  In  the  words 
of  Mr.  Hotchkis,  Africa,  on  the  geographical  map,  takes  the 
shape  of  a  great  continental  question  mark  pointing  over  to 
our  own  western  country,  asking  us,  “Why,  why,  why,  do  you 
not  send  us  the  gospel?"  If  you  look  again,  Africa  takes 
the  shape  of  a  great  human  ear,  where  those  one  hundred  mil¬ 
lions  of  people  have  been  listening  for  centuries  for  our  reply, 
but  have  listened  in  vain. 

In  Persia  nine  millions  are  sunk  in  Mohammedanism.  Some 
months  ago,  as  two  American  tourists  were  standing  in  front 
of  the  temples  of  Islam  in  north  Persia,  a  Persian  mother 
approached,  bearing  in  her  arms  a  little  child.  She  reverently 
kneeled  on  the  first  step,  holding  her  babe  upright  in  her  arms, 
hastily  muttering  a  prayer.  She  did  that  repeatedly,  clear  up 
that  long  ascent  of  stairs  and  down  again.  The  Americans 
being  interested  to  know  just  what  she  was  doing,  asked  her  tc 
whom  she  was  praying.  The  mother  frankly  said,  “Oh,  sirs, 
I  do  not  really  know,  but  surely  there  is  a  kind  heavenly 
father  somewhere  who  will  hear  and  answer  the  prayers  of  a 
mother  for  her  sick  child.”  But  there’s  another  view  of 
Persia.  See,  in  one  of  the  great  halls  in  Teheran,  a  large  gath¬ 
ering  of  Mohammedans  and  Christians  alike  assembled  at  the 
memorial  service  of  the  death  of  Queen  Victoria,  listening 
to  a  Christian  missionary,  standing  behind  the  Mollah’s  desk 
at  the  request  of  the  Mollah  himself,  preaching  Christ  and 
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the  way  of  salvation.  The  Roman  Catholic  Church  is  noted 
for  her  bravery.  She  is  not  afraid  of  anything.  But,  today, 
Rome  does  not  dare  to  face  the  Islam.  It  is  only  through  the 
impacts  of  the  Christian  missionaries  that  the  Mohammedans 
in  Persia  and  in  the  Moslem  world  are  hearing  the  truth. 
The  responsibility  is  upon  Protestantism  and  particularly  upon 
our  own  Presbyterian  church  for  the  work  already  begun,  to 
enter  Persia  and  proclaim  Christ  to  ignorant,  dying  men. 

The  old  cry  of  need,  of  hunger,  of  despair,  of  India  was 
never  more  imperative  than  today.  Enchained  to  idolatry, 
lorded  over  by  an  ignorant  priesthood,  India’s  better  feelings 
are  smothered  by  the  crushing  weight  of  custom.  Think  of  the 
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homes  of  indescribable  misery,  of  the  unknown  number  of 
helpless  women  suffering  the  basest  of  cruel  inhumanities  be¬ 
hind  the  curtains  or  within  the  dungeon  of  the  zenana.  Or 
think  of  the  twenty-two  millions  of  child  widows  in  India 
today,  the  large  majority  of  whom  are  under  ten  years  of  age. 
But,  you  say,  there  are  three  millions  of  Christians  in  India 
today  after  one  hundred  years  of  missionary  activity.  Yes, 
but  if  there  are  three  millions  of  Christians,  there  are  297,- 
000,000,  more  than  all  the  population  of  North  America  and 
South  America  taken  together  and  forty  millions  more,  who 
have  yet  to  be  reached  with  the  gospel. 

But  with  the  old  there  is  a  new  and  more  intense  need. 
Christianity  has  so  sunk  its  roots  in  India  that  a  great  awaken¬ 
ing  is  on  today,  as  seen  in  the  movements  of  the  low  caste 
of  the  English  educated  people  and  of  the  Somajs.  India  is 
in  the  greatest  crisis  of  her  history,  that  is,  crystallizing;  men 
are  being  formed  in  molds.  It  behooves  us  to  heed  this  call, 
which,  I  think,  can  never  come  quite  so  strong  again,  and 
enter  the  open  door,  thrust  wide  open  by  the  providence  of 
God,  and  swing  the  thought  of  India  away  from  its  tend 
toward  atheism  and  agnosticism  and  turn  it  into  the  channels 
of  Christian  activity  and  mold  India  in  this  crucial  period 
for  God,  and  make  Christ  the  rightful,  ruling  king  of  all. 

Korea  is  one  of  the  most  recent  missions  of  our  church. 
As  late  as  in  1894  were  her  doors  thrown  open  to  the  entrance 
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of  Christianity,  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  at  the  close  of  the  Japa¬ 
nese  war.  Today,  in  less  than  ten  years,  the  Christian  church 
has  a  membership  and  a  following  of  over  20,000  natives. 
Think  of  them  building  that  great  mission  chapel  at  Ping 
Yang  in  1900,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  over  1,200  people, 
largely  by  their  own  contributions  and  own  efforts.  At  the 
special  services,  held  in  the  newly  dedicated  building,  some  of 
the  natives  from  South  Korea  attended,  coming  in  from  their 
mountain  homes,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  on 
their  donkeys,  to  learn  more  of  the  meaning  of  the  gospel. 
After  the  meetings  they  returned  to  their  homes  and  told 
their  friends  and  their  relatives  and  their  neighbors  what  won¬ 
drous  news  they  had  heard,  and  today  some  of  those  groups 
of  new-born  Christians  have  waited,  and  are  still  waiting,  for 
more  than  two  years  for  a  missionary,  already  overburdened 
with  his  numerous  tasks,  to  come  out  and  organize  them  into 
a  Christian  church.  It  would  take  twenty-five  new  mission¬ 
aries  in  Korea  alone  to  take  the  proper  care  of  the  catechumens 
of  1902.  Will  the  Church  enter  in? 

Japan  is  known  as  a  Christian  nation — a  nation  born  in  a 
day.  Witness  the  marvelous  workings  of  the  Spirit  in  Japan 
two  years  ago  during  the  great  revival  at  Tokio  in  1900,  when 
five  thousand  native  Japanese  at  different  times  rose  to  their 
feet  asking  for  the  prayers  of  the  missionaries  and  of  their 
friends,  that  they  might  experience  the  joy  of  Christianity. 
Or  think  of  the  one  thousand  native  Japanese  students  brought 
to  Christ  last  fall  through  the  efforts  of  John  R.  Mott,  on  his 
recent  tour  around  the  world.  But  Japan  is  Christian  only  in 
name,  not  in  fact.  Only  one-tenth  of  the  forty  millions  of 
Japan  have  had  an  intelligent  opportunity  of  accepting  the  gos¬ 
pel  message.  Japan  holds  the  strategic  point  in  the  geograph¬ 
ical  relation  to  China.  Some  one  has  expressed  it  as  the  “re¬ 
ligious  key”  which  is  to  unlock  the  doors  still  closed,  and 
swing  wider  open  the  doors  already  ajar  in  China  and  Asia 
for  God.  It  is  a  fact  of  no  ordinary  significance,  that  last 
October  at  the  young  men’s  convention  of  the  Christian  stu¬ 
dents  of  China,  Mr.  Niwa,  general  secretary  of  the  Tokio,  Ja- 
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pan.  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  made  an  urgent 
appeal  to  the  Christian  young  men  of  China  to  join  the  Chris¬ 
tian  young  men  of  Japan  in  taking  Asia  for  God.  It’s  a  bugle 
note  with  no  uncertainty,  calling  the  church  to  enter  Japan 
with  more  earnestness  and  show  to  the  world  that  we  believe 
the  greatest  thing  in  the  world  is  missions  by  making  Japan 
a  nation  Christian  not  only  in  name  but  fundamentally  in  fact. 

But  China!  Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  God,  through 
His  providences,  was  saving  China  for  some  mighty  work  in 
the  circle  of  nations  in  His  world-wide  plan,  that  some  day 
the  Anglo-Saxon  shall  have  had  his  supremacy  and  the  scep¬ 
ter  of  the  world  shall  no  longer  be  wielded  by  the  hands  of 
the  West  but  will  be  swung  by  the  hands  of  the  East,  its 
former  holder  and  ultimate  possessor?  There  are  three  ele¬ 
ments  in  the  Chinese  character  which  lead  us  on  in  this  belief. 
First,  the  element  of  conservatism.  The  Chinaman  is  bound 
to  the  deeds  of  his  forefathers  centuries  before  Christ,  to 
which  deeds  he  holds  with  incomparable  tenacity.  There  is 
no  man  in  the  world  who  hates  what  he  hates  or  loves  what  he 
loves  with  such  intensity  as  the  Chinaman.  The  second  ele- 
ment  is  the  element  of  industry.  The  busiest  man  in  the 
world  is  the  Chinaman  in  his  own  countrv,  whether  he  be 
officer,  merchant  or  beggar.  The  third  element  is  reverence. 
The  pagan  nation  of  the  East  might  well  instruct  the  Chris¬ 
tian  nations  of  the  West  in  the  importance  of  gentlemanly 
respect  and  adequate  reverence  due  to  old  age.  When  these 
three  characteristics  are  infused  with  and  actuated  by  the 
principles  of  love  and  truth  as  revealed  in  the  Christian  re¬ 
ligion  we  may  well  expect  China  to  be  one  of  the  powers, 
if  not  the  leading  nation  in  the  world. 

The  opportunity  to  evangelize  China  was  never  greater  than 
today.  The  door  is  open.  Two  years  ago  the  Christian  world 
sat  in  consternation  while  thirty  thousand  Christians,  native 
and  foreign,  including  the  Roman  Catholics,  died  the  martyr’s 
death  for  Christ  in  China.  I  think  of  the  two  hundred  and 
fifty-nine  foreign  missionaries  and  of  our  own  five  who  gave 
up  their  lives  in  the  burning  of  the  Presbyterian  Compound 
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at  Poating  Fu.  Among  that  sainted  throng  stands  Horace 
T.  Pitkin,  that  strong  young  man  of  God,  who,  just  an  hour 
before  he  was  literally  hacked  to  pieces  by  an  angry  mob,  sent 
word  back  to  his  loving  wife  in  this  country  bidding  her  fare¬ 
well  in  terms  of  peace  and  joy,  and  to  his  only  four-year-old 
boy,  telling  him  to  be  sure  to  come  to  China  when  he  became 
twenty-five. 

The  blood  of  the  martyrs  truly  is  the  seed  of  the  Church. 
Today  the  most  respected  man  that  wralks  the  streets  of  Peking 
is  the  American  foreigner.  Some  of  the  Christian  Chinese 
women  have  been  so  eager  to  learn  more  about  the  gospel  that 
they  have  repeated  by  memory  the  whole  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  word  for  word,  including  the  catechism.  Think  of  the 
mission  printing-press  at  Shanghai,  the  largest  mission  press 
in  the  world,  not  being  able  to  supply  the  demands  for  New 
Testaments  and  literature  coming  in  from  all  portions  of  China 
today.  And  the  most  startling  news  the  Church  has  received 
since  .apostolic  days  is  that  the  mission  chapels  in  China  are 
crowded  each  service  to  their  utmost  seating  capacity  by  men 
and  women  longing  to  know  more  of  that  power  that  will  en¬ 
able  a  man  to  go  down  in  the  face  of  grim  death  fearlessly,  or 
suffer  the  grossest  of  pain  in  joy.  Souls  are  crowding  to  be 
born.  Will  some  one  bear  them  the  knowledge  of  life  as  seen 
in  Christ  Jesus? 

Written  in  burning  letters  in  the  sky,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Church,  belting  the  globe,  is  “Opportunity !”  “Opportunity 
“Opportunity  !”  for  making  Christ  known  to  the  world. 

But  you  ask,  Has  the  Church  the  capacity  to  meet  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  ?  It  is  a  fact  of  more  than  common  significance  that 
the  Church,  when  confronted  by  the  world-wide  open  door  as 
never  before  in  her  history,  is,  with  all  the  advantages  of  mod¬ 
ern  invention,  living  in  the  greatest  strength  of  all  her  historv. 
Never  has  the  Church  had  such  an  army  in  her  membership, 
such  wealth  in  her  treasury,  or  such  ponderous  machinery 
both  within  and  without  the  Church  as  she  has  today  to  go 
forth  and  spread  the  gospel  to  every  creature.  But  what  is 
all  of  this  material  power  in  comparison  with  the  Spiritual 
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power  at  the  disposal  of  the  Church  for  the  accomplishment 
of  such  work.  I  mean  not  only  the  power  in  the  assurance 
that  in  and  through  and  back  of  all  of  the  movement  is  God 
guarding  and  guiding  His  own,  but  the  active  power  of  Holy 
Spirit.  If  the  Church  at  home  today  could  throw  away  her  old 
stereotyped  conception  of  Him  and  realize  that  He  is  a  person, 
and  lay  hold  of  and  appropriate  the  power  of  His  personality 
to  her  own  life,  I  think  'the  problem  of  the  evangeliza¬ 
tion  would  have  its  speedy  solution ;  for  there  is  power  enough 
in  Him  to  take  those  of  us  gathered  here  today  if  we  would  let 
Him  so  enter  our  hearts  and  control  our  lives  and  enable  us  to 
go  out  from  here  and  accomplish  the  whole  task  alone.  He  is 
waiting  to  use  us  so,  if  we  will  let  Him  in.  The  ability  of  the 
Church  to  meet  the  opportunity  is  unquestioned. 

But  what  does  all  this  mean.  It  is  a  call  of  needy  ones  want¬ 
ing  our  help.  The  help  which  we  can  only  give  is  to  take 
them  the  knowledge  of  Him  who  alone  can  satisfy  every  hu¬ 
man  need.  It  is  a  call  first  to  us  at  home,  with  whom  it  is 
impossible  to  go,  to  send.  The  question  of  the  evangelization 
of  our  brothers  is  not  a  question  left  to  our  own  pleasure  or 
our  own  discretion.  It  is  necessity  laid  upon  us,  and  woe 
is  it  to  us  if  we  do  not  take  Christ  to  the  world.  To  whom 
are  the  heathen  looking  for  salvation?  To  God?  He  gave  his 
only  son.  To  Christ?  He  did  all  He  could  for  the  world;  He 
died  for  the  world.  The  world  is  looking  to  us  and  the  blood  of 
the  death  of  the  countless,  restless  millions  is  upon  our  hands. 
Can  there  be  any  principle  more  destructive  than  for  the 
Church  to  profess  to  believe  that  the  world  without  Christ  is  in 
need ;  that  Christ  and  Christ  only  supplies  this  need,  and  then 
not  put  forth  any  effort  to  take  the  supply  to  the  need  ?  Such  a 
principle  is  a  principle  of  death.  You  may  depend  upon  it 
that  God  curses  the  man  who  dreams  and  dare  not  do.  May 
I  ask,  Is  your  church  supporting  with  its  home  pastor  a  foreign 
pastor?  Are  your  Sunday-school,  your  Christian  Endeavor, 
your  missionary  society,  paying  the  small  salary  of  a  native 
pastor,  a  bible  woman  or  a  colporter?  Are  you  yourself  in 
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any  way  personally  represented  on  the  foreign  field,  you  with 
whom  it  is  impossible  to  go  ? 

But,  second,  it  is  a  call  to  us,  with  whom  it  is  possible  to 
go,  to  go.  We,  of  today,  must  live  in  the  present.  Let  the 
dead  past  be  responsible  for  the  past.  The  future  must  answer 
for  the  future,  but  we  of  today  are  responsible  for  the  present. 
I  know  there  are  a  great  many  reasons,  which  some  of  us 
young  people  are  claiming  to  ourselves,  strong  enough  to  keep 
us  out  of  the  foreign  field,  but  I  think  that  if  we  could  catch 
a  vision  of  Him  in  all  of  His  longing  for  the  return  of  the  lost 
to  Him  and  see  with  all  its  awful  meaning  the  need  of  the 
world  without  a  Savior,  that  some  of  these  difficulties  would 
no  longer  appear  to  be  hindrances.  The  greatest  need  of 
the  Church  today  is  men.  This  year  the  Foreign  Board  sent 
out  less  than  one-half  of  the  number  demanded  by  the  various 
fields  of  labor.  Dr.  Young,  of  Alaska,  visited  this  country 
this  spring  and  spoke  in  each  of  our  seminaries  trying  to 
get  three  young  men  to  return  with  him  to  enlarge  the  work 
in  Alaska,  and  be  it  said,  to  the  shame  of  us  young  men  of 
the  seminaries,  that  Dr.  Young  was  compelled  to  return  to 
his  work  in  Alaska  alone.  Mr.  Speer  told  us  at  Toronto  that 
he  had  scoured  this  country  over  and  over,  searching  for  a 
young  medical  man  to  take  charge  of  a  hospital  in  Persia,  but 
he  had  looked  in  vain.  Dr.  Underwood,  of  Korea,  just  told 
me  that  he  had  the  means  promised  to  send  six  new  men  to 
Korea  immediately,  but  he  could  not  find  the  men  who  would 
go.  “The  Master  is  calling  for  hosts  of  true  men."  He  is 
calling  for  you.  He  is  calling  for  me.  Let  us  for  the  moment 
forget  all  about  the  “open  door,”  all  about  the  capacity  of  the 
Church  and  of  our  own  obligation  to  the  world,  and  for  the 
last  thing  this  morning,  shut  our  eyes  and  close  our  ears  to 
the  world,  and  try  to  see  and  hear  Him — see  Him  in  all  of  His 
dying  love  for  the  world,  hear  Him  say,  “I  am  the  bread  of 
life.”  “If  any  man  eat  of  this  bread  he  shall  live  forever.” 
And  now  in  this  solemnity  let  the  thought  flash  across  our 
minds  :  Is  it  right  for  us  to  receive  eternal  life  at  such  a  price  ? 
Is  it  right  for  us  to  sit  here  on  this  mountain  top  of  God  feast- 
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ing  off  of  the  bounties  of  his  love?  Is  it  right,  I  say,  when 
just  outside  of  our  door  there  are  at  least  750,000,000  of  dying 
men,  Lazaruses  starving  for  the  crumbs  which  fall  from  the 
bread  which  we  eat? 

-  If  I  eat  my  morsel  alone , 

The  patriarch  spake  in  scorn, 

Oh,  what  would  he  think  of  the  Church  were  he  shown 
Heathendom,  huge ,  forlorn, 

Godless,  Christless,  with  souls  unfed, 

While  the  Church’s  ailment  is  fulness  of  bread, 

Eating  her  morsel  alone . 

• 

Freely  ye  have  received,  so  give, 

Bade  He  who  hath  given  us  all. 

Oh,  how  shall  the  soul  within  us  live, 

Deaf  to  their  starving  call, 

For  whom  the  blood  of  our  Lord  was  shed, 

His  body  broken  to  give  them  bread, 

If  we  eat  our  morsel  alone? 

Oh,  come,  let  us  rise  up  and  feed  the  hungering  ones  of 
Israel  for  Him. 


ADDRESS  BY  MR.  FRED  B.  SMITH. 

August  20th,  at  2 130  p.  m. 

There  are  three  reasons  why  I  speak  upon  the  theme  I  have 
chosen  for  this  hour.  It  was  suggested  to  me  by  Dr.  Jackson’s 
address  on  Monday  night,  in  which  he  said  we  defended  the 
gospel  rather  than  proclaimed  it,  allowing  it  to  be  its  own 
defense.  The  second  reason  is  that  I  may  bear  out  in  part, 
even  though  it  may  be  the  very  smallest  part,  some  of  the 
things  that  I  spoke  of  on  yesterday  afternoon ;  and  because 
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this  is  the  last  time  I  shall  have  the  great  pleasure  of  look¬ 
ing  into  your  faces  in  this  public  way,  and  if  I  can  be  used 
today  in  bringing  a  personal  blessing  to  any  life  here,  I  shall 
be  happy.  I  can  best  bring  before  you  my  message  if  I  state 
it,  first  of  all,  in  an  illustration  or  actual  incident  that  occurred 
in  my  life.  Some  years  ago,  in  a  southern  city,  when  engaged 
in  services  for  young  men,  I  observed  one  young  man,  fine 
looking,  intelligent,  earnest,  thoughtful.  I  observed  him  as  he 
sat  night  after  night  about  in  the  same  place.  I  learned  that 
he  was  not  a  Christian.  Near  the  close  of  the  week  I  saw 
him  out  in  the  vestibule  and,  after  introducing  myself,  I  said : 
"I  am  sorry  you  are  not  a  Christian ;  will  you  tell  me  why 
you  are  not  ?  I  have  observed  your  attendance,  your  thought¬ 
ful  interest,  and  that  you  are  much  in  earnest.  How  does  it 
happen  that  you  are  not  a  professing  Christian  man?”  He 
looked  at  me  and  then  said,  “I  will  gladly  tell  you  why  I  am 
not  a  Christian.  My  father  was  an  infidel.  My  father’s  father 
was  an  infidel.  My  father's  father’s  father  was  an  infidel. 
For  four  generations  upon  my  father's  side  of  my  family  there 
never  has  been  a  Christian.  Now,  I  find  myself  in  such  intel- 
lectual  confusion  about  God  and  His  truth  that  I  can  not 
believe.”  I  said  to  that  young  fellow,  “Would  you  be  willing, 
if  these  intellectual  doubts  you  speak  of,  could  be  cleared 
away  and  you  could  see  the  truth  of  God,  would  you  be  willing 
to  make  the  sacrifice  that  might  be  necessary  in  the  conduct 
of  3^our  own  life  to  lead  such  a  life?"  I  think  I  shall  never 
forget  the  intense  answer  of  that  young  man.  In  the  meeting 
that  night  we  had  had  a  season  of  personal  testimony,  and 
standing  yet  in  the  center  of  the  hall  was  a  group  of  Christian 
young  men,  whole-souled,  manly  young  men.  They  had  been 
telling  of  the  joy  and  peace  and  power  that  were  theirs. 
This  young  man,  pointing  back  to  where  they  stood,  said, 
“Mr.  Smith,  if  I  could  have  such  a  faith  as  those  young  men 
say  they  have,  I  would  surrender  all  the  future  expectations  of 
my  life  to  possess  it."  I  do  not  know  that  I  was  able  to  help 
him.  I  expected  to  have  a  subsequent  talk,  but  some  unfore¬ 
seen  emergency  changed  my  programme  and  I  do  not  know 
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that  I  ever  saw  him  since.  As  I  walked  back  to  the  hotel  I 
pictured  the  truths  of  God  as  rarely  before.  I  asked  myself, 
is  it  true  that  we  of  the  church  of  God  have  a  faith  that  is 
so  enveloped  in  mystery?  Have  we  a  system  that  is  so  diffi¬ 
cult  to  understand?  Are  we  declaring  truths  that  are  so  con¬ 
fusing  that  a  young  man  like  that,  simply  because  he  was  reared 
in  infidelity,  is  forever  barred  from  our  hope  ?  I  said  to  myself, 
can  it  be  that  that  young  man  must  surrender  the  Christian's 
peace,  the  Christian’s  joy,  the  Christian’s  power,  the  Christian’s 
eternal  hope,  simply  because  through  the  father,  grandfather, 
great  grandfather,  was  a  line  of  infidelity?  I  came  to  a  line 
of  Scripture,  used  first  by  a  man  in  the  Old  Testament.  He 
had  always  been  rich,  and  suddenly  his  property  was  taken 
away.  A  large  family,  the  joy  of  his  life,  was  taken.  Social 
ostracism  was  his.  A  man  of  great  influence,  he  found  him¬ 
self  a  man  of  no  account.  Added  to  that,  the  great  physical 
power  of  his  life  was  touched  until  at  last  we  find  him  lying 
out  yonder  by  the  roadside  racked  with  pain,  with  the  dogs 
for  his  companions.  Added  to  this  came  the  suggestions  of 
his  friends,  that  he  should  forsake  God.  His  wife  also  called 
on  him  to  give  up  God,  and  die.  You  remember  the  answer 
to  all  that.  As  that  mighty  old  patriarch  faced  the  awful 
extremity  of  his  existence  he  answered  on  this  wise,  as  he 
refused  to  loose  his  hold  on  God :  “For  I  know  that  my  Re¬ 
deemer  liveth,  and  that  He  shall  stand  at  the  latter  day  upon 
the  earth.’'  I  thought  of  these  words  again  used  the  second 
time  in  the  Bible  by  a  college  fellow  graduated  from  the  school 
of  Gamaliel.  Not  another  man  lived  in  his  generation  as  that 
young  man.  A  Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews,  and  being  such  a 
man  by  heredity  he  could  have  reached  out  and  chosen  any 
office  within  the  gift  of  the  whole  Jewish  church.  He  might 
have  chosen  to  rule  the  Sanhedrin.  He  was  free  born  and 
could  claim  to  be  a  Roman  citizen,  and  because  of  that,  where 
is  the  man  who  will  say,  had  that  man  chosen  to  rule  Rome, 
he  might  not  have  seen  the  day  when  he  would  hold  the  scepter 
of  the  Caesars.  If  he  had  put  into  his  civic  and  national  life 
the  zeal  which  he  put  into  his  religious  life,  God  only  knows 
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what  he  might  have  done.  We  see  this  young  man  during  the 
stoning  of  Stephen,  and  later  on,  on  the  Damascus  road,  when 
there  comes  a  shout  from  Heaven,  “Saul,  Saul,  why  perse- 
cutest  thou  me?”  and  that  young  man  falls  from  his  horse. 
Some  man  can  make  his  name  immortal  if  he  will  write  the 
biography  of  Saul  of  Tarsus  from  the  top  of  that  horse’s  back 
to  the  time  he  struck  the  ground.  You  will  find  there  wrapped 
up  the  great  theology  of  regeneration.  Regeneration  was 
wrought  some  time  from  the  moment  he  left  that  horse’s  back 
until  the  time  he  struck  the  ground,  because  he  was  in  the 
Kingdom  when  we  next  hear  from  him.  The  young  man 
shouts  out,  “Lord,  what  wilt  Thou  have  me  to  do?”  and  he  is 
in  the  Kingdom  before  he  gets  to  the  ground.  From  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  being  a  ruler  in  Rome,  a  president  of  a  university,  he 
launches  out  into  a  work  that  is  grander  ten  thousand  times 
than  them  all.  He  is  wrecked  upon  the  sea,  cast  up  upon 
islands,  dragged  through  the  streets,  “beaten  with  stripes  above 
number” ;  nearing  the  end  in  a  dungeon  cell  in  Rome  he  writes 
a  letter  of  appeal  to  that  other  young  man,  and  exhorts  Timo¬ 
thy  to  be  true,  and  uses  the  same  expression  when  he  writes 
to  Timothy  to  be  loyal  to  God  and  gives  the  wealth  of  his  ex¬ 
perience  in  that  testimony,  “For  I  know  whom  I  have  believed, 
and  am  persuaded  He  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  com¬ 
mitted  unto  Him  against  that  day.” 

Those  three  words,  “For  I  know,”  came  to  me  as  I  thought 
of  that  young  man.  What  is  it  that  Job  knew  from  the  depth 
of  that  great  pit?  What  is  it  that  Paul  knew  when  he  was 
closing  his  life  and  the  scenes  gathering  over  it  seemed  such 
scenes  of  sadness?  “For  I  know.”  Oh,  what  words  are  these, 
and  how  as  I  look  into  the  faces  of  many  young  men  and  women 
this  afternoon  there  is  going  out  from  our  souls  longings  to 
know  absolutely  certain  things.  We  have  come  to  a  time  in 
the  history  of  the  Church  when  the  most  popular  belief  in  the 
world  is  to  half  disbelieve  everything,  and  the  shadow  of  doubt 
is  thrown  upon  the  most  sacred  things  in  the  Church. 

There  is  the  infidel,  hostile  to  the  Church  and  the  Bible,  who 
says  the  whole  thing  is  a  lie.  There  stands  the  agnostic  who 
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says  there  may  be  something  in  it,  but  no  man  knows.  There 
is  also  every  standard  of  disbelief  and  doubt  that  mortal  man 
can  conceive  of.  I  have  felt  in  years  past  that  I  ought  to  fol¬ 
low  some  of  the  religious  fads  that  come  up ;  that  I  ought  to 
know  something  of  Christian  Science,  so  I  read  that  remark¬ 
able  book  on  that  work.  After  following  that  for  a  little  while 
I  felt  sure,  and  I  am  more  persuaded  of  it  now,  that  if  I  could 
have  kept  on  I  could  have  reasoned  myself  out  of  existence  in 
about  eighteen  months'  time.  Then  came  other  theories  and 
fads.  Another  day  a  man  stopped  me  on  the  train  and  said, 
“Have  you  investigated  theosophy?"  I  said  yes,  I  know  about 
what  that  term  means.  He  said,  “This  is  the  truth ;  you 
ought  to  know  it."  I  said,  “Well,  I  am  willing  to  think  about 
it.”  He  recommended  a  book.  On  the  first  page  I  came  to 
this :  “What  you  don't  know,  you  don't  know,"  and  that  sent 
a  cold  chill  over  me.  Then  I  read,  “What  you  don’t  know, 
you  can’t  know."  I  said,  this  thing  is  getting  colder.  A  third 
proposition  was,  “What  you  can’t  know,  it  is  of  no  use  to  try 
to  know.”  And  there  is  where  the  theosophists  land  you.  What 
you  don't  know,  you  don't  know.  What  you  don't  know  you 
can't  know,  and  what  you  can’t  know  there  is  no  use  to  try  to 
know.  I  laid  the  book  down  on  my  study  table  and  said,  I  am 
.  sorry  for  the  man  who  lives  in  such  a  maze  as  that.  But,  I  said, 
I  bless  God  for  the  Christian  man  who  can  take  his  stand  by  the 
side  of  such  doubt  and  disbelief  and  mysticism  as  that  and  say, 
What  I  do  know,  I  do  know.  I  want  to  say  that  I  believe  the 
things  a  man  can  know  about  God  he  can  know  more  thor¬ 
oughly  than  he  can  know  anything  else  in  all  this  world.  Oh, 
for  the  proclamation  of  a  gospel  that  has  back  of  it  the  con¬ 
viction  of  the  man  who  proclaims  it,  believing  in  his  innermost 
soul  that  it  is  true  from  the  weird  story  of  the  Creation  to 
that  matchless  peroration  from  the  Isle  of  Patmos. 

What  must  I  know  as  I  go  out  to  proclaim  this  gospel  for 
the  salvation  of  young  men  ?  Must  I  say,  now,  young  men, 
you  must  believe  that  Bible  from  end  to  end?  If  some  man 
had  told  me  that  before  I  was  a  religious  man  I  should  have 
resigned  myself  to  eternal  doom.  I  do  not  find  a  single  place 
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in  that  Bible  where  a  man  to  be  a  follower  of  Jesus  Christ  must 
believe  the  Bible  from  end  to  end.  I  do  not  find  a  single  place 
where  it  says  a  man  must  know  how  many  wrote  the 
Pentateuch,  how  many  Isaiahs  there  were,  or  who  was  the 
author  of  the  Hebrews.  I  do  not  find  a  single  place  where 
the  great  verities  are  hung  upon  those  things. 

There  are  three  things  upon  which  I  have  driven  down  my 
stake  deep.  Three  things  I  know  and  believe.  First  of  all,  we 
can  know  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  sin  in  the  world,  the  sim¬ 
ple  fact  of  sin.  There  is  one  class  of  man  that  has  no  part  in  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  These  men  are  not  those  whom  you  at 
first  think,  the  men  who  have  gone  into  such  terrible  vice,  but 
the  proud,  self-conceited,  well-dressed,  moral  men  who  say 
they  are  so  good  that  they  do  not  need  Christ,  the  preacher  or 
the  Church.  Until  we  can  bring  the  fact  of  the  presence  of  sin 
in  the  world  into  the  consciences  of  men  everywhere,  our  gos¬ 
pel  has  but  little  power.  If  there  is  one  thing  written  more 
plainly  on  the  face  of  Adam’s  race  than  another  it  is  that  we 
have  gotten  twisted  somewhere. 

In  the  second  place,  while  we  know  there  is  such  a  thing 
as  sin  in  the  world,  we  know  with  just  as  much  certainty  that 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  salvation.  I  knew  a  young  man,  a 
lawyer,  in  Dakota,  who  said,  I  believe  it  is  all  really  a  theory 
that  has  been  trumped  up  by  men.  A  few  months  later  in  a 
meeting  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  I  was  surprised  to  see  coming  into 
that  meeting  and  taking  a  seat  on  the  first  row,  this  young 
man.  An  opportunity  was  given  at  the  close  of  the  meeting 
for  requests  for  prayers.  That  young  lawyer  was  the  first 
man  on  his  feet.  I  said,  “I  am  so  glad  to  see  that  you  have 
changed  your  mind  upon  this  question  of  religion.”  He  said, 
“Well,  I  don’t  know  that  I  have  changed  my  mind.  Only  this 
I  know,  the  whole  world  needs  regeneration.  I  know  more ; 
I  need  regeneration.  There  is  something  wrong  with  me.”  He 
told  me  of  his  own  life,  how  he  had  gone  into  sin  he  never 
dreamed  he  would  go  into.  He  knew  something  was  wrong, 
but  farther  than  that  he  did  not  believe.  So  men  say  to  us, 
you  can  not  prove  that  there  is  a  supernatural  power.  That  is 
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a  theory  you  can  not  prove.  My  dear  friend,  have  you  some 
evidence  that  the  gospel  is  here  doing  its  work?  I  would  like 
to  suggest  two  things  by  which  a  man  may  know  of  the  verities 
of  the  power  of  Jesus  Christ.  First,  he  may  know  it  by  what 
people  say  about  it,  simply  believing  it  by  human  testimony.  I 
think  we  have  not  yet  in  the  Church  learned  the  real  power 
of  human  testimony.  We  have  undertaken  to  persuade  this 
world  with  the  power  of  our  genius  and  teaching  and  preach¬ 
ing.  There  is  no  such  persuasive  power  in  the  world  as  just 
the  pure,  true,  simple  testimony.  Therefore,  we  know  this 
truth  by  what'  men  and  women  say  about  it,  by  human  evi¬ 
dence.  You  could  send  a  line  two  and  a  half  times  around  this 
old  globe  with  the  people  who  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  that 
the  old  gospel  is  true. 

W e  have  not  only  testimony,  but  what  kind  of  testimony  ?  I 
was  glad  Dr.  MacArthur  said  what  he  did  last  night  about  the 
Church,  and  the  class  of  people  in  the  Church.  After  all  we 
have  had  of  pummelling  the  Church,  I  believe  it  nearly  time 
that  we  of  the  Church  arise  in  our  dignity  and  tell  the  people 
of  the  world  what  they  are.  Here  in  a  sacred  place,  I  say  to 
you  that  the  grandest,  truest,  best  in  all  the  world  are  in  the 
Church  of  my  Lord,  and  they  say  the  gospel  is  true,  and  I  will 
believe  it  if  for  nothing  else  than  just  simply  what  they  say 
about  it. 

We  believe  it  not  only  by  testimony,  but  by  what  it  has  done 
in  the  world.  Do  you  see  that  little  boat  on  the  Sea  of  Gal¬ 
ilee?  Out  step  twelve  men  and  they  walk  up  the  street.  It  is 
night  and  a  scream  is  heard.  That  is  the  wild  man  of  Gadara. 
One  day  Jesus  meets  him,  and  He  looks  at  that  foaming  beast 
of  a  young  man,  and  says,  “(Some  out  of  him.”  The  next  day, 
going  down  to  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  you  would  see  a  great 
crowd  of  people,  and  in  the  center  of  the  group  there  stands  the 
man  of  Gadara  as  the  sun  sinks  in  the  West,  proclaiming 
“Peace  on  earth.”  Yesterday  a  foaming  maniac;  to-day  a 
preacher  of  Jesus  Christ.  Oh,  the  transforming  power  of 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  world  is  full  of  such  men 
whom  the  gospel  has  lifted  up. 
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In  the  third  place,  we  personally  can  know  that  we  have 
entered  into  the  possession  of  that  truth.  W  e  can  know  that 
it  is  ours.  They  found  a  man  on  the  streets  of  Chicago  some 
time  ago,  wandering  up  and  down,  who  believed  that  he  didn  t 
exist  or  anybody  else.  With  life  so  uncertain,  with  death  so 
sure,  with  eternity  so  long,  hear  me !  I  hope  the  day  will  come 
when  I  will  doubt  whether  I  exist  or  not  rather  than  to  ever 
see  that  sun  sink  in  the  West  and  be  in  doubt  about  my  per¬ 
sonal  relation  to  God.  I  say,  beloved,  that  we  can  know  that 
we  have  entered  into  the  possession  of  that  truth.  First  of  all, 
because  the  Bible  has  said  so.  “There  is  therefore  now  no 
condemnation  to  them  which  are  in  Christ  Jesus,  who  walk 
not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit.”  While  the  majestic 
truths  of  that  book  are  too  great  for  me  and  there  is  much 
in  it  I  can  not  understand,  I  have  learned  to  believe  a  good  deal 
more  than  I  can  understand,  and  when  it  speaks  I  can  go  on 
my  way  rejoicing.  In  the  second  place,  we  can  know  that  we 
have  entered  into  the  possession  of  that  truth  because  we  love 
the  brethren.  Tell  me  what  your  heart  is  set  on.  Is  your  life 
a  self-centered  one,  selfish  and  ambitious  ?  Are  you  struggling 
to  succeed  at  the  expense  of  every  man  ?  Here  is  a  test  I  give 
many  times :  What  do  you  love  most  on  the  night  of  the  church 
prayer-meeting  ?  And  I  believe  I  am  safe  when  I  say  that  a 
Christian  man  who  loves  anything  more  than  he  loves  his 
church  prayer-meeting  is  in  great  uncertainty  about  his  rela¬ 
tion  to  God.  Do  you  love  the  things  of  God,  the  house  of  God. 
the  place  of  prayer  ?  Do  you  love  to  hear  the  proclaimed  Word 
of  Jesus  Christ? 

There  are  a  great  many  sacred  places  in  the  world.  There  is 
one  out  in  Dakota.  Standing  on  a  little  hill  there  is  a  white. 
Home  Missionary  church.  I  have  seen  many  cathedrals  for  the 
worship  of  God,  but  I  have  never  looked  upon  a  place  of  wor¬ 
ship  so  transcendentally  beautiful  as  that  little  white  Home 
Missionary  church,  because  I  remember  the  night  that,  so  sick, 
so  weary  of  life,  so  discouraged,  away  from  home,  away  from 
God  and  away  from  prayer,  I  wandered,  a  stranger,  one  night 
in  a  strange  land,  into  that  little  white  Home  Missionary 
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church,  and  an  old  man  with  a  weird  voice,  broken  down  in 
health,  who  could  not  preach,  stood  up  to  speak.  He  announced 
the  hymn,  “I  am  redeemed  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.”  I 
jumped  to  my  feet  and  said,  “I  would  God  that  was  my  song,” 
and,  seventeen  years  ago  on  the  fourteenth  of  last  November, 
I  knew  what  the  peace  of  God,  and  the  power  with  God,  were, 
and  that  is  the  most  beautiful  church  in  the  world  to  me. 

Then,  there  is  another  sacred  place  in  the  world.  You  who 
know  the  peace  of  home  the  year  round,  do  not  know  its  joy. 
Only  about  twelve  weeks  in  the  year  can  I  be  with  my  own. 
What  a  place  it  is  when  I  come  home !  Around  the  family  al¬ 
tar  we  read  God’s  Word  and  offer  our  prayer.  Oh,  what  fel¬ 
lowship  comes  into  that  little  home  circle !  I  pity  the  home 
where  they  do  not  pray.  I  pity  the  young  man  who  gets 
pushed  out  into  the  world  without  mother’s  prayer  and  father’s 
counsel.  The  home  circle,  oh,  what  a  sacred  place  is  that ! 

There  is  one  more.  I  go  once  in  twelve  months  out  to  my  old 
farm  home  and  look  into  the  faces  of  father  and  mother  while 
they  live.  On  my  last  visit,  as  is  the  custom  after  the  morning 
meal,  seated  in  the  little  sitting  room,  father  took  down  that 
old  Bible,  the  only  one  I  think  I  ever  heard  him  read  from  in 
my  life,  a  leather-bound  one.  He  read  the  Ninety-first  Psalm, 
"A  thousand  shall  fall  at  thy  side,  but  it  shall  not  come  nigh 
thee.”  Then  we  knelt  to  pray,  and  father  prayed  over  that 
morning,  word  for  word,  the  Scripture  of  that  Psalm.  As  he 
was  praying  I  heard  a  step  in  the  next  room,  and  I  heard  my 
mother  walking.  Soon  that  saintly  mother  knelt  at  my  side, 
and  as  father  closed  his  prayer  I  felt  a  hand  upon  my  head, 
and  heard  her  voice  praying:  “Oh,  God,  this  may  be  the  last 
time  I  may  hold  my  hand  on  this  boy’s  head  and  pray  for  him ; 
oh,  God,  guide  this  boy  wherever  he  goes  in  all  the  world.”- 
And  I  bowed  there  while  that  old  woman,  eighty  years  old, 
broken  down  now  with  oild  age,  prayed.  Then  I  walked  out  and 
I  said,  “I  would  rather  hear  that  old  mother  utter  that  prayer 
than  to  listen  to  the  most  eloquent  preacher  in  this  world.”  As 
I  stood  outside  the  house  I  said,  “This  is  a  blessed  place.” 

There  is  a  place  more  sacred  than  that.  It  is  where  I  go  alone 
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with  this  old  Book,  and  I  turn  the  key  in  the  door,  and  there  is 
no  eye  to  see  there  but  the  ever  watchful  eye  of  God.  There 
is  no  ear  to  hear  there,  but  the  ever  listening  ear  to  the  prayer 
of  the  child,  and  there  alone  on  my  knees  before  God  the  Spirit 
of  God  comes  to  witness  with  my  spirit  that  I  am  a  child  of 
God.  Oh,  brother  minister,  Christian,  teacher,  worker,  have 
you  ever  been  in  the  lone  hour  when  God  spoke  to  you  and 
said,  “Son,  you  are  mine;  daughter,  you  belong  to  me."  If 
you  have  been  there,  there  are  not  infidels  enough  in  all  the 
world  to  make  you  doubt  your  faith. 

We  can  know  there  is  sin.  We  can  know  there  is  salvation. 
We  can  know  there  is  a  personal  salvation  to  individual  men. 
I  rejoice  when  I  say  that  God  has  flung  the  gates  of  Heaven 
wide  open,  that  wayfaring  man,  though  he  might  be  a  fool,  need 
not  go  astray.  It  is  a  simple  gospel.  It  is  a  beauteous  gospel. 
It  is  a  gospel  of  power  for  you  and  for  me. 


SERMON  BY  DR.  L.  W.  MUNHALL. 

August  i8ti-i. 

I  understand  by  evangelistic  meetings  any  services  by  whom¬ 
soever  conducted  that  have  for  their  definite  and  imme¬ 
diate  object  the  salvation  of  men.  Of  course,  not  all  the  church 
meetings  are  of  this  character,  though  I  am  sure  all  services 
ought  to  be  held  with  this  chief  object  of  the  Church’s  work  in 
view.  I,  personally,  have  no  faith  in  any  kind  of  effort  for 
the  salvation  of  men  that  has  not  at  the  bottom  and  throughout 
all  the  effort  the  Word  of  God  as  authoritative,  for  the  suffi¬ 
cient  reason  that  God  has  not  promised  to  bless  anything  to  the 
conviction  of  men,  to  their  salvation,  to  their  enrichment  and 
growth  in  spiritual  things,  save  His  own  Word.  He  has  not 
promised  to  bless  the  opinions  or  views  of  what  the  Bible 
teaches,  or  anything  that  you  do  or  may  do.  He  has  appointed 
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His  own  Word  to  this  end.  I  met  with  a  man  once  who  said, 
“I  never  have  evangelistic  meetings  in  my  church  because  the 
people  have  already  had  enough  preaching  and  all  I  need  to 
do  is  to  use  the  means  at  my  command  to  induce  people  to  act 
up  to  what  they  already  know.  There  is  no  greater  mistake 
than  that.  The  more  people  have  been  preached  to  the  more 
they  need  to  be  preached  to,  and  do  you  know  that  the  primary 
truths  are  the  things  concerning  which  the  Church  itself  is 
most  ignorant?  There  are  many  office-bearers  who  could  not 
tell  a  soul  how  to  be  saved.  The  primary  and  fundamental 
truths  of  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  need  to  be  manifest  in 
all  the  work  of  the  Church,  but  especially  in  special  effort  to 
evangelize  the  people. 

It  was  once  said  to  me,  “You  are  making  a  great  mistake  in 
preaching  doctrine.’ ’  “Well,”  I  said,  “what  else  am  I  to 
preach?"  The  apostle's  message  to  Timothy,  an  evangelist,  es¬ 
pecially  laid  that  upon  his  heart — “Preach  the  Word;  be  in¬ 
stant  in  season,  out  of  season ;  reprove,  rebuke,  exhort  with  all 
long  suffering  and  doctrine.”  “All  scripture  is  given  by  in¬ 
spiration  of  God,  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for 
correction,  for  instruction  in  righteousness.”  You  can  never 
bring  about  the  salvation  of  the  unsaved  unless  you  give  them 
doctrine. 

This  means  is  also  important  because  of  the  abiding  results 
which  we  hope  to  secure.  I  have  seen  an  evangelistic  effort 
that  attracted  the  attention  of  everybody  in  the  community,  yet 
in  a  short  time  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  find  a  dozen 
that  had  been  saved.  You  may  put  into  evangelistic  effort  so 
much  personality,  and  yet  if  you  do  not  give  the  people  the 
Word  in  sincerity  and  truth  it  will  be  like  the  morning  dew 
that  passeth  away.  A  great  deal  of  that  kind  of  work  has  been 
done.  When  the  evangelist  has  done  his  best,  the  results  may 
not  be  those  desired.  The  Master  himself  could  do  nothing 
on  account  of  the  unbelief  of  some.  Nevertheless,  the  Word 
shall  not  return  unto  Him  void.  He  has  promised  that,  and 
while  you  may  not  see  the  results  as  you  may  wish,  God  will 
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take  care  of  them.  The  more  Bible  you  get  into  your  effort 
the  more  abiding  will  be  the  results  and  the  more  blessed. 

I  understand  by  art,  the  way  to  do  a  thing.  The  man  who 
does  a  thing  right  is  an  artist.  I  have  no  fast  and  loose  views 
about  the  study  or  teaching  of  the  Word  of  God.  It  is  simply 
for  us  to  know  it  ourselves  theoretically  and  above  all  experi¬ 
mentally.  The  man  who  only  knows  the  Bible  theoretically 
will  never  do  much  good  with  it,  and  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  that  kind  of  knowledge  of  God’s  Word.  “The  letter  killeth ; 
but  the  spirit  giveth  life.”  We  should  know  from  personal  ex¬ 
perience  the  power  of  what  we  are  talking  about.  In  my 
evangelistic  work  I  say,  do  not  believe  anything  I  say  if  I  do 
not  give  you  the  Bible  for  it.  This  world  does  not  want  hu¬ 
man  opinions.  You  have  all  the  opinions  you  want.  I  do  not 
want  anybody’s  else  opinions ;  I  like  my  own  better  than  any¬ 
one’s  else.  If  you  go  out  to  tell  a  message  that  you  don’t  believe 
is  the  very  Word  of  God  you  will  never  do  any  good  with  it. 
My  responsibilities  are  as  weighty  as  eternity.  I  want  to  know 
something  that  I  can  pin  my  faith  to.  Go  with  the  message  of 
truth,  believing  it  is  the  Word  of  God. 

Then  go  in  the  humble  dependence  that  we  must  all  realize 
if  we  would  do  any  good  with  our  message,  upon  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  God,  who  is  the  only  Person  of  the  Godhead  present 
upon  earth  and  the  executive  of  the  Godhead  to  take  of  the 
things  of  Christ  and  show  them  unto  the  people.  Faith  com- 
eth  by  hearing  and  the  hearing  by  the  Word  of  God.  So,  the 
art  of  teaching  the  truth  is  just  to  take  it  in,  and  tell  it  out. 

In  my  own  evangelistic  work  I  have  afternoon  meetings  for 
Christians.  Then  I  usually  get  at  the  foundation :  Repentance, 
faith,  assurance,  regeneration  and  sanctification,  leading  them 
up  step  by  step  that  they  shall  be  able  to  take  care  of  the  con¬ 
verts.  It  is  an  easy  thing  to  get  the  unsaved  saved,  but  more 
difficult  to  keep  them  in  the  right  way.  What  is  necessary  is  to 
build  these  converts  from  the  very  start.  It  is  according  to  the 
law  of  life  to  be  born  with  the  mouth  open.  This  is  as  true  in 
the  spiritual  as  in  the  natural  life.  I  try  in  my  meetings  to  in¬ 
doctrinate  the  converts  from  the  very  first;  then  if  they  don’t 
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get  the  right  kind  of  nurture  at  home  they  manage  to  come 
along  anyhow.  The  art  of  doing  that  is  just  to  do  it.  Know 
your  message.  Experience  its  power  in  your  life.  Seek  the  Di- 
vine  guidance.  Humbly  depend  upon  the  Spirit,  and  then  be 
your  sure  enough  self  and  tell  it  out  so  that  the  people  can 
hear,  and  trust  to  God,  for  He  has  promised  His  Word  shall 
not  return  unto  Him  void.  You  have  to  change  your  plans  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  varying  circumstances  as  the  Master  did. 

There  are  two  or  three  things  I  want  to  lay  upon  your  minds : 
The  sufficiency  of  your  message  to  the  ends  to  which  God  ap¬ 
pointed  it.  Never  apologize  for  the  Word  of  God.  Everything 
has  been  said  that  needs  to  be  said.  Luke  16,  31  :  “If  they  hear 
not  Moses  and  the  prophets,  neither  will  they  be  persuaded, 
though  one  rose  from  the  dead.’’  Rev.  22,  18:  “If  any  man 
shall  add  unto  these  things,  God  shall  add  unto  him  the 
plagues  that  are  written  in  this  Book.” 

Remember,  too,  that  it  is  all-powerful  if  you  give  it  out  as 
God's  message.  The  unbelieving  are  ready  to  hear  the  Word 
of  God  when  you  give  the  Father's  words  (Heb.  4,  12;  Jer. 
23,  28-29).  We  have  here  three  similes :  the  wheat,  the  fire  and 
the  sword.  What  more  powerful  similes  could  be  used  to  in¬ 
dicate  the  powerfulness  and  all-sufficiency  of  God’s  Holy 
Word?  The  man  who  is  the  most  skilful  in  wielding  this 
weapon  is  the  one  who  will  win  the  greatest  victories.  Psalm 
1,  2:  “In  his  law  doth  he  meditate  day  and  night.”  We  never 
are  going  to  be  skilful  unless  we  know  the  W ord  and  meditate 
upon  it.  The  word  rendered  “meditate”  literally  means  rumi¬ 
nating.  I  Peter  1,  2:  “As  new-born  babes,  desire  the  sincere 
milk  of  the  Word,  that  ye  may  grow  thereby.”  There  is  nothing 
that  is  at  all  helpful  in  spiritual  growth  save  the  nourishing 
of  God’s  Word.  It  is  milk  for  babes,  and  bread  and  meat  for 
those  of  riper  years.  Feed  upon  it,  and  help  the  people  to  feed 
upon  it,  and  then  there  will  be  growth.  As  I  study  the  history 
of  the  Reformation,  that  depended  not  so  much  upon  the 
marvelous  power  of  Luther  as  that  he  unchained  the  Bible  and 
let  it  loose  to  the  common  people.  Col.  3,  16:  “Let  the  word  of 
Christ  dwell  in  you  richly  in  all  wisdom,  teaching  and  admon- 
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ishing  one  another  in  psalms  and  hymns  and  spiritual  songs, 
singing  with  grace  in  your  hearts  to  the  Lord.”  The  reason 
Christian  people  do  not  talk  about  the  Word  of  the  Lord  is  be¬ 
cause  they  don't  know  anything  about  it.  How  can  they  if  we 
do  not  build  them  up.  Acts  ly,  n  :  “These  were  more  noble 
than  those  in  Thessalonica,  in  that  they  received  the  Word  with 
all  readiness  of  mind,  and  searched  the  Scriptures  daily  whether 
those  things  were  so."  Get  the  members  to  study  the  Bible,  and 
you  will  not  need  to  send  for  a  revivalist,  for  you  will  have 
a  revival  on  hand.  Acts  18,  28:  “For  he  mightily  convinced 
the  Jews,  and  that  publicly,  shewing  by  the  Scriptures  that 
Jesus  w’as  Christ.  It  was  a  big  thing  to  convince  the  Jews. 
Jesus  “beginning  at  Moses  and  all  the  prophets,  expounded 
unto  them  in  all  the  Scriptures  the  things  concerning  himself.” 
There  is  a  fad  that  the  Old  Testament  is  out  of  date,  but  vou 
will  never  know  the  Xew  unless  you  study  the  Old.  Christ's 
appeal  was  constantly  to  the  Old  Testament.  He  said  it  was 
His  Father’s  Word,  and  that  is  why  he  “spoke  as  one  having 
authority."  It  becomes  us  to  treat  this  Book  with  the  same 
reverence  as  did  the  Head  of  the  church.  How  can  vou  know 
Christ  as  you  should  unless  you  go  back  through  the  old  rituals  ? 
The  New  lies  hidden  in  the  Old.  The  Old  is  unfolded  in  the 
New;  one  Book,  and  what  God  has  joined  together,  let  no  man 
put  asunder.  “Study  to  shew  thyself  approved  unto  God,  a 
workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightlv  dividing  the 
word  of  truth.” 


SERMON  BY  REV.  DR.  L.  W.  M UNHALL. 

August  i8th. 

•I  want  to  call  your  attention  at  this  hour  to  a  most  impor¬ 
tant  subject,  but  one  which  has  fallen  into  disfavor  with  not 
a  few  Christian  people.  It  is  the  subject  of  sanctification. 
Before  opening  the  Scriptures  to  you  I  want  to  get  a  little  of 
the  rubbish  (if  I  may  so  speak)  out  of  the  way,  because  it  is 
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difficult  for  us  to  hear  the  truth  impartially  if  we  have  pre¬ 
conceived  notions.  It  is  a  great  deal  harder  to  unlearn  a  thing 
than  it  is  to  learn  it,  and  we  all  of  us  have  to  unlearn  a  great 
deal  before  we  can  be  taught  very  much  of  the  deep  things  of 
God. 

A  good  many  Presbyterians  think  sanctification  is  a  Method¬ 
ist  doctrine.  It  is  not  a  Methodist  doctrine  at  all  except  as 
the  Methodists  believe  the  Bible,  for  not  in  the  twenty-five 
articles  of  the  church  does  it  occur  once,  and  only  once  in  the 
whole  book  of  discipline,  and  that  in  the  ordination  of  elders. 
The  Shorter  Catechism  says  sanctification  is  the  work  of  God's 
free  grace,  so  if  you  are  a  Presbyterian  you  are  bound  to  be 
sanctified,  or  else  you  are  not  a  good  Presbyterian. 

I  want  to  call  to  your  attention  that  sanctification  is  en¬ 
joined  upon  the  believer.  “This  is  the  will  of  God,  even  your 
sanctification.”  Now,  if  you  are  a  Christian  and  refuse  to  be 
sanctified  you  are  running  in  direct  violation  of  the  will  of 
God.  We  must  be  sanctified,  for  “This  is  the  will  of  God, 
even  your  sanctification.” 

One  can  not  be  used  of  God  unless  he  is  sanctified.  In  Ex. 
29,  44,  we  are  told  that  God  sanctified  Aaron  and  his  sons 
and  the  tabernacle  to  the  uses  to  which  He  appointed  them. 
In  the  17th  of  John  Jesus  tells  us,  “I  sanctify  myself,  that  they 
also  might  be  sanctified.”  In  his  second  letter  to  Timothy 
Paul  says,  if  a  man  therefore  purge  himself  he  shall  be  mete 
for  the  Master’s  use,  prepared  for  every  good  work.  God 
can  not  use  an  unsanctified  instrument.  God  can  not  use  you, 
an  unsanctified  believer.  We  find  an  explanation  of  why  we  are 
not  used  as  we  ought  to  be  in  that- we  are  not  yielded  to  Him. 

Since  we  have  seen  it  is  the  will  of  God  and  that  we  can 
not  be  used  without  sanctification,  and  since  we  are  the  children 
of  God  in  Christ  by  faith  and  that  God  has  called  us  to  service, 
it  becomes  us  to  address  ourselves  carefully  and  honestly  to 
the  consideration  of  the  question  before  us.  A  definition  or  two 
and  an  explanation  or  two  will  show  us  the  duty  in  the  matter 
and  how  it  is  to  be  done. 

Justification,  sanctification,  deliverance  from  the  guilt  of  sin. 
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It  is  a  judicial  term  and  means  literally  to  pass  over.  When, 
therefore,  God  justifies  the  believer  as  He  does  He  has  passed 
over  that  sinner’s  sins.  In  regeneration  we  are  saved  from 
sin.  It  is  not  thinkable  that  anybody  can  be  a  new  creature 
in  Christ  Jesus  and  still  be  polluted.  These  works  are  distinct. 
The  one  is  the  judicial  act  of  God;  the  other  is  the  act  of  the 
Divine  Spirit  that  we  receive  into  our  hearts  and  to  which  we 
utterly  and  irresistibly  abandon  ourselves.  Such  an  one  is 
not  defiled  and  polluted  by  sin.  But,  “If  any  man  sin,  he  has 
an  advocate  with  the  Father.” 

Sanctification  in  its  second  results  means  deliverance  from 
the  power  of  sin,  that  it  should  not  remain  in  our  mortal 
bodies.  His  grace  is  sufficient  as  we  need  it  to  keep  us  in  the 
way  of  righteousness  and  truth  and  as  a  witness  to  the  world 
that  we  have  been  with  Christ  and  learned  of  Him.  We 
ought  never  to  lose  sight  of  the  Spirit’s  work  in  regeneration 
or  yet  to  minimize  it,  but  to  give  it  its  proper  place  in  the 
lives  of  believing  souls.  In  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures  the 
Hebrew  word  “Quadash”  is  rendered  sometimes  “sanctified,” 
sometimes,  “consecrate,”  and  sometimes  “holy,”  and  these 
three  English  words,  used  sometimes  interchangeably,  come 
from  the  same  original  word  and  mean  the  same  thing.  When 
you  come  to  the  New  Testament  Scriptures  you  find  almost 
the  same  thing.  The  Greek  word  “hagios”  is  translated  some¬ 
times  “sanctify”  and  sometimes  “holy.”  That  word  means, 
with  its  variations,  what  Quadash  in  the  Hebrew  means,  to  sep¬ 
arate,  to  set  apart.  Therefore,  when  you  find  these  terms  in 
the  New  Testament  they  mean  to  separate  in  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment.  That  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole  truth.  A  man  once 
said  to  me  that  for  his  part  he  never  expected  to  become  a 
saint  until  he  got  to  Heaven.  I  said,  you  will  never  become  a 
saint  at  all  then,  for  you  have  to  become  a  saint  down  here. 
We  have  borrowed  our  ideas  from  Rome.  I  wouldn’t  give  a 
snap  of  my  finger  for  saints  that  have  been  dead  for  hundreds 
of  years.  They  are  of  no  practical  good  at  this  time.  We  want 
living  saints.  So  it  is  that  God  has  called  us  to  be  saints,  that 
is,  that  we  shall  be  separate  from  the  world.  Therefore,  we 
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should  never  lose  sight  of  this  primary  significance  of  sancti¬ 
fication. 

Our  judicial  standing  before  God  is  one  thing,  and  our  moral 
state  is  another.  I  John  4,  17:  “As  He  is,  so  are  we  in  this 
world.”  You  know  that  is  not  true  of  any  one  morally.  It  is 
true  of  every  true  believer  judicially.  I  am  presented  in  Christ 
before  the  Father’s  presence.  God  does  not  judicially  see  me 
apart  from  Jesus  Christ.  He,  by  His  passion,  has  become 
“the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  to  every  one  that  be- 
lieveth.”  On  no  other  ground  can  the  sinner  be  presented 
faultless  before  the  presence  of  God  with  exceeding  joy,  and 
they  who  rule  out  the  substitutionary  and  vicarious  aspect  of 
redemption  eliminate  that  which  is  fundamental  in  redemp¬ 
tion  and  an  absolute  necessity  to  the  sinner’s  salvation.  The 
law  is  inexorable  in  its  demands  and  justice  knows  no  element 
of  mercy,  and  if  Jesus  Christ  did  not  suffer  my  sure  enough 
substitute,  I  must  answer  the  law’s  demands  for  myself.  If  I 
have  to  do  that  I  shall  be  lost  forever,  for  I  never  could  an¬ 
swer  those  demands.  Jesus,  by  what  He  did  for  me  in  shedding 
His  blood,  suffered  for  my  sins  and  was  raised  for  my  justi¬ 
fication,  and  became  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  to 
every  one  that  believeth.  By  the  law  of  faith  we  conclude  that 
a  man  is  justified  apart  from  the  deeds  of  the  law. 

When  it  comes  to  a  man’s  moral  state  it  is  another  thing. 
Morally  speaking,  we  are  not  perfect.  Don't  let  Satan  deceive 
you.  I  say  to  you  from  the  authority  of  this  Bible,  your  en¬ 
trance  into  Heaven  does  not  depend  upon  your  obedience  to  the 
law.  More  than  forty  years  ago  God  saved  my  soul.  I  have 
never  doubted  that.  It  was  all  clear-cut.  I  set  my  face  like  a 
flint  for  the  heavenlies,  but  I  have  made  crooked  paths  for  my 
feet.  I  have  done  things  I  am  ashamed  of,  and  left  un¬ 
done  the  things  I  ought  to  have  done.  But,  with  all  my  short¬ 
comings,  and  with  all  my  imperfections  and  failures,  God 
knows  that  I  yet  love  Him  and  that  it  is  my  steadfast  purpose 
to  serve  Him,  and  that  I  would  rather  die  than  commit  a  known 
sin.  When  I  have  stumbled  I  have  fallen  in  the  right  direc¬ 
tion  and  have  gotten  up  and  brushed  my  clothes  and  asked 
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Him  to  help  me,  for  “I  know  whom  I  have  believed,  and  know 
He  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed  to  Him.”  But, 
I  say  to  you,  if  my  entrance  into  heaven  depended  upon  my 
absolute  sinlessness  I  would  cease  trying  to  get  there.  We  are 
full  of  infirmities,  but  notwithstanding  our  weakness  and  fail¬ 
ures,  so  sure  as  we  trust  Him  and  love  Him,  so  surely  will  He 
bring  us  to  the  holy  city. 

Some  one  says,  if  you  believe  on  Christ  you  will  be  judicial¬ 
ly  saved,  even  though  you  commit  sin.  If  you  are  a  child  of 
God  and  commit  sin,  as  soon  as  you  have  the  knowledge  it  will 
break  your  heart;  and  if  you  have  not  that  feeling  about  sin 
you  are  not  a  Christian  at  all.  A  Godly  sorrow  worketh  re¬ 
pentance.  If  we  confess  our  sins,  and  uncover  them,  and  for¬ 
sake  them,  “He  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins."  “He 
remembereth  our  frame,  and  knoweth  that  we  are  dust." 

You  and  I  are  never  justified  in  minimizing  the  grace  of 
God.  “My  grace  is  sufficient.”  Remember  that  our  judicial 
standing  is  one  thing;  our  moral  state  is  quite  another. 

As  to  the  method  of  sanctification.  First,  it  is  God  who 
sanctifies.  Yield  yourselves  to  Him,  and  He  does  all  the  rest, 
(i  Thess.  5,  23 ;  1  Cor.  1,  30.)  I  was  once  in  Switzerland, 
where  I  met  an  English  friend,  and  as  we  shook  hands  he  said 
to  me,  “Have  you  had  the  second  blessing  yet?"  “Yes,”  I 
said,  “I  am  in  my  second  millionth  now."  “But,"  I  said,  “I 
know  what  you  mean.”  The  sanctification  of  the  Spirit  is  the 
“second  blessing,”  but  God  does  not  call  it  the  second  bless¬ 
ing,  and  I  think  it  is  misleading.  God  never  taught  you  or 
any  one  to  seek  for  a  second  or  any  other  blessing.  The  fact 
of  the  business  is,  you  are  not  even  to  seek  for  sanctification, 
justification  or  regeneration.  You  can  not  find  words  in  the 
Bible  that  will  teach  that.  Jesus  Christ  “is  made  unto  us 
wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and  sanctification,  and  redemp¬ 
tion.”  (Rom.  15,  16;  Thes.  2,  13.)  The  Holy  Spirit  is  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  Godhead,  and  the  only  person  of  the  Godhead 
present  upon  earth.  God  the  Father  is  on  the  throne.  God 
the  Son  is  advocate,  whom  the  Heavens  must  receive  until  He 
appear  the  second  time.  Meantime,  the  Holy  Spirit,  since 
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the  Day  of  Pentecost,  is  here.  Open  your  heart  to  Him,  aban¬ 
don  yourself  to  Him  and  He  will  come  in  and  possess  you,  and 
when  he  wholly  possesses  you  you  are  sanctified.  Solomon’s 
temple  was  finished  but  was  not  sanctified  until  God  filled  it 
with  His  presence,  and  then,  we  are  told,  it  was  sanctified. 
Since  the  temple  was  rent  in  twain  God  does  not  dwell  in  tem¬ 
ples  made  with  hands.  Our  bodies  are  His  temples. 

Sanctification,  then,  is  through  the  Spirit  and  belief  of  the 
truth. 

Do  not  mind  what  any  one  says  about  their  personal  ex¬ 
perience.  Let  God  have  His  way  with  you  and  reveal  Himself 
to  you  according  to  His  good  pleasure.  I  would  not  trust  my 
personal  experience.  I  once  heard  a  man  say,  “I  have  the 
infallible  proof  of  my  sanctification.”  I  prayed,  Take  care  of 
that  man ;  he  is  in  danger  of  becoming  a  fanatic.  The  devil 
is  ever  on  the  alert  to  deceive  the  elect.  Bring  your  experience 
to  the  test  of  the  Scriptures,  and  if  it  agrees  with  the  Bible, 
thank  God  for  it  and  give  Him  the  praise. 

Sanctification  is  of  faith.  Just  like  every  experience  we 
have  of  the  grace  of  God,  it  is  of  faith,  that  it  might  not  be  of 
works,  lest  any  one  should  boast.  I  want  to  call  attention  to 
just  how  it  is  of  faith.  II  Cor.  5,  14,  15  :  “For  the  love  of  Christ 
constraineth  us;  because  we  thus  judge,  that  if  one  died  for  all, 
then  all  were  dead ;  and  that  He  died  for  all,  that  they  which 
live  should  not  henceforth  live  unto  themselves,  but  unto  Him 
which  died  for  them,  and  rose  again.”  Gal.  2,  20:  “I  am 
crucified  with  Christ ;  nevertheless  I  live ;  yet  not  I,  but  Christ 
liveth  in  me,  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flesh  I  live 
by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me  and  gave  himself 
for  me.”  Rom.  6,  6:  “Knowing  this,  that  our  old  man  is 
crucified  with  him,  that  the  body  of  sin  might  be  destroyed, 
that  henceforth  we  should  not  serve  sin.” 

According  to  these  you  see  we  were  put  to  death  judicially 
in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ.  Our  sins  were  nailed  to  His 
cross.  He  was  wounded  for  our  offenses.  Rom.  6,  1 1  :  “Like¬ 
wise  reckon  ye  also  yourselves  to  be  dead  indeed  unto  sin,  but 
alive  unto  God  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.”  The  word 
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“reckon”  is  a  good  word.  Now,  I  present  myself  before  the 
Lord  and  I  “reckon”  that  I  was  put  to  death  judicially  in  the 
person  of  Christ.  I,  therefore,  am  crucified  unto  the  world, 
and  the  world  is  dead  unto  me.  I  am  no  longer  under  the 
law,  but  under  grace.  God  has  dealt  with  the  whole  thing 
judicially,  and  put  away  my  sins  forever.  I  dedicate  myself 
to  God  and  I  am  devoted  to  such  uses  as  He  sees  fit  to  appoint 
me.  In  this  faith  I  am  sanctified,  and  if  I  abide  in  that  faith 
and  that  attitude  I  will  be  kept  sanctified  and  preserved  blame¬ 
less  unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord.  “For  to  me  to  live  is  Christ, 
and  to  die  is  gain.” 
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WINONA  AGRICULTURAL  AND  TECHNICAL 

INSTITUTE. 


The  Boys'  School  needs  your  assistance  just  at  this 
time.  The  completion  of  the  Mount  Memorial  Building  for 
the  Fall  term  of  1903  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  the  success  of 
the  school.  This  would  be  a  formidable  task  for  the  few,  but 
will  be  an  easy  one  for  the  many.  It  is  the  fixed  plan  of  the 
management  to  realize  funds  for  the  erection  of  the  Memorial 
Building  through  the  sale  of  lots  in  the  Mount  Memorial  Ad¬ 
dition  to  Winona  Park.  This  addition  joins  the  city  of  War¬ 
saw  on  the  east  and  the  Park  grounds  on  the  west,  making  the 
connection  between  Warsaw  and  Winona  Park.  The  lots  are 
full  city  size  and  have  all  the  advantages  and  privileges  of  the 
Park.  The  Association  makes  provision  for  grading  the  streets 
and  planting  trees  along  the  same,  a  system  of  sewerage  and 
water-works,  bringing  same  to  the  lot  line. 

There  is  now  under  construction  an  electric  street  railway, 
which  will  connect  Warsaw  and  the  Park.  This  railway  passes 
on  the  north  and  east  sides  of  this  addition,  making  it  easy  of 
access  either  to  or  from  Warsaw  or  the  Park.  Considered 
from  the  investment  standpoint  alone,  it  will  unquestionably 
prove  profitable.  The  record  shows  that  for  the  past  seven 
years  the  prices  on  lots  have  been  constantly  advancing.  All 
have  advanced,  none  have  declined.  Many  are  thinking  of 
making  Winona  Park  their  permanent  home:  some  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  their  boys  the  advantage  of  the  school,  others 
for  the  pleasure  of  living  at  Winona.  For  this  purpose,  these 
lots  meet  all  the  requirements,  being  large  enough  for  gardens, 
barns,  etc.,  and  will  be  sold  at  low  prices  and  on  easy  terms 
for  the  next  ninety  days. 

Write  us  and  tell  us  what  you  can  and  will  do.  It  may  be 
a  suggestion  only,  of  some  one  you  have  reason  to  feel  would 
help  us  that  would  lead  to  substantial  assistance.  We  have 
arranged  so  that  purchases  can  be  completed  at  once  by  those 
living  at  a  distance,  even  though  not  convenient  for  them  at 
this  date  to  visit  the  Park- 

Write  us  for  “Our  Plan.”  Address 

The  Winona  Assembly  and  Summer  School  Ass’n., 

S.  C.  Dickey,  Secretary  and  General  Manager , 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 
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SEE  WINONA 
INVESTMENTS 


Number  One 

Purchase  of  Lots  in  Winona  Park,  either  for 
investment  or  summer  home. 

Number  Two 

Six  per  cent  Association  Coupon  Notes  with 
first  mortgage  notes  as  collateral.  Threefold 
security  value. 

Number  Three 

Our  building  fund,  one  to  five  years,  6  per 
cent  interest.  Property  of  double  value  held 
by  trustees  as  security  for  loan. 

Number  Four 

Build  Cottages  for  Rent,  8  to  15  per  cent  net. 
Require  little  attention  or  repairs. 

Number  Five 

First  Mortgage  5  per  cent  Gold  Bonds, Winona 
&  Warsaw  Electric  Railway. 

REFERENCES 

THOS.  KANE  ....  Chicago 
J.  M.  STUDEBAKER  .  .  South  Bend 

CAPITAL  NATIONAL  BANK  Indianapolis 
STATE  BANK  .  .  .  Warsaw,  Ind. 


Address  S.  C.  DICKEY,  Sec’y  and  Gen’l  Mgr.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
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